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A "beginning," especially as embodied in much modern thought, is its own
method, Edward Said argues in this classic treatise on the role of the intellectual
and the goal of criticism. Distinguishing between "origin," which is divine,
mythical, and privileged, and "beginning," which is secular and humanly
produced, Said traces the ramifications and diverse understandings of the concept
of beginning through history. A beginning is a first step in the intentional
production of meaning and the production of difference from preexisting
traditions. It authorizes subsequent texts?it both enables them and limits what is
acceptable.

Drawing on the insights of Vico, Valery, Nietzsche, Saussure, Lévi-Strauss,
Husserl, and Foucault, Said recognizes the novel as the major attempt in Western
literary culture to give beginnings an authorizing function in experience, art, and
knowledge. Scholarship should see itself as a beginning?as a uniting of theory
and practice. Said's insistence on a criticism that is humane and socially
responsible is what makes Beginnings a book about much more than writing: it is
about imagination and action as well as the constraints on freedom and invention
that come from human intention and the method of its fulfillment.
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traces the ramifications and diverse understandings of the concept of beginning through history. A beginning
is a first step in the intentional production of meaning and the production of difference from preexisting
traditions. It authorizes subsequent texts?it both enables them and limits what is acceptable.

Drawing on the insights of Vico, Valery, Nietzsche, Saussure, Lévi-Strauss, Husserl, and Foucault, Said
recognizes the novel as the major attempt in Western literary culture to give beginnings an authorizing
function in experience, art, and knowledge. Scholarship should see itself as a beginning?as a uniting of
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Editorial Review

Review

To understand Edward Said's Beginnings is to understand what is most importantly going on in
contemporary critical theory, both in America and Europe. An immensely useful book by one of our most
brilliant critics.

(Richard Poirier)

Readers...will be surprised, stimulated, instructed, impressed.

(The New Yorker)

It is the sense of total independence and, at times, of prophetic vision which makes [Beginnings]...
exhilarating.

(Times Higher Education Supplement)

About the Author

Edward W. Said was one of the world's most celebrated, outspoken, and influential public intellectuals until
his death in 2003. He is the author of more than twenty books, including Humanism and Democratic
Criticism (Columbia, 2004), Freud and the Non-European (2003), Power, Politics, and Culture (2001),
Culture and Imperialism (1993), and Orientalism (1979).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

Beginnings: Intention and Method can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Beginnings: Intention and
Method nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial contemplating.

John Warner:

Beside this Beginnings: Intention and Method in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't



be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Beginnings:
Intention and Method because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Sara Burns:

You can find this Beginnings: Intention and Method by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Jennifer Bell:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Beginnings: Intention and Method to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Beginnings: Intention and Method can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of their time.
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