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WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE « NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER * Maggie and Ira Moran have been married for twenty-eight
years-and it shows: in their quarrels, in their routines, in their ability to tolerate
with affection each other’ s eccentricities. Maggie, a kooky, lovable meddler and
an irrepressible optimist, wants nothing more than to fix her son’s broken
marriage. Iraisinfuriatingly practical, aman “who should have married Ann
Landers.” And what begins as a day trip to afuneral becomes an adventure in the
unexpected. As Maggie and Ira havigate the riotous twists and turns, they
intersect with an assorted cast of eccentrics—and rediscover the magic of the road
called life and the joy of having somebody next to you to sharetheride. . .
bumps and all.

Praise for Breathing Lessons

“A wonderful novel, glowing with the insight and compassion of an artist's
touch.”—The Boston Globe

“Superb fiction: It shows us how to live.”—Newsday

“Simple, wise, funny, touching, andreal . . . Tyler isknown for offbeat
characters, and Maggie Moran is one of her most endearing.”—The Christian
Science Monitor

“An occasion for laughter and tears.”—New York Post

“More powerful and moving than anything [Tyler] has done.” —Los Angeles
Times
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Maggie Moran's mission is to connect and unite people, whether they want to be united or not. Maggieisa
meddler and as she and her husband, Ira, drive 90 milesto the funeral of an old friend, Ira contemplates his
wasted life and the traffic, while Maggie hatches a plant to reunite her son Jesse with his long-estranged wife
and baby. AsIraexplains, " She thinks the people she loves are better than they really are, and so then she
starts changing things around to suit her view of them." Though everyone criticizes her for being "ordinary,"
Maggi€'s ability to see the beauty and potential in others ultimately proves that she is the only one fighting
the resignation they all fear. The book captured the Pulitzer Prize for literature in 1989.

From Publishers Weekly

In perhaps her most mainstream, accessible novel so far, Tyler spins atale of marriage and middle-class
lives, in an age when social standards and life expectations have gone askew. While she remains a brilliant
observer of human nature, there is a subtle change herein Tyler's focus. Where before her protagonists were
eccentric, sometimes dlightly fantastical characters who came at the end to a sense of peace, if not happiness,
Maggie Moran and her husband Ira are average, unexceptional, even somewhat drab; and outside of some
small epiphanies, little is changed between them at the story's close. It's this very realism that makes the story
so effective and moving. Taking place on one summer day, when Maggie and Iradrive from Baltimore to
Pennsylvaniato afuneral, with an accidental detour involving an old black man they pass on the road and a
side trip to see their former daughter-in-law and their seven-year-old grandchild, the novel revealsthe basic
incompatibility of their 28-year marriage and the love that binds them together nonetheless. Thisis another
typical Tyler union of opposites: Maggie is impetuous, scatterbrained, klutzy, accident prone and garrulous;
Irais self-contained, precise, dignified, aloof with, however, an irritating (or endearing ) habit of whistling
tunes that betray hisinner thoughts. Both feel that their children are strangers, that the generations are
"dliding downhill," and that somehow they have gone wrong in a society whose values they no longer
recognize. With irresistibly funny passages you want to read out loud and poignant insights that illuminate
the serious business of sharing livesin an unsettling world, thisis Tyler's best novel yet. 175,000 first
printing ; BOMC main selection; Franklin Library signed first edition.

Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Every reader knows a couple like the Morans. Maggie is a compassionate flibbertigibbet whose best
intentions always backfire. Dour and sensible Ira, "born competent,” Maggie thinks, "should have married
Ann Landers." Asthey drive inexorably (with afew detours) toward the most comical funeral in recent
fiction, Ira ponders his wasted life and the traffic. Maggie, meanwhile, is hatching a plot she thinks could
reunite their son with his long-estrangeed wife and child, based on the evidence she has fabricated. Tyler's
most entertaining novel yet, alove story in praise of marriage; essential for all fiction collections. Maurice
Taylor, Brunswick Cty. Lib., Southport, N.C.

Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mary Clark:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some peoplereally feel enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Breathing Lessons; A Novel.

Herbert Haubrich:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Breathing Lessons: A Novel
book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sonia Cramer:

The actual book Breathing Lessons: A Novel will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a
book. The author styleto clarify theideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book
very ideal to you. The book Breathing Lessons: A Novel is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Bethany Zuniga:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Breathing Lessons: A Novdl it is quite good to
read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book provides high quality.
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