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In December of 1845, Muhammad as-Saffar was sent by the reigning Moroccan
sultan on a specia diplomatic mission to Paris. During the journey, as-Saffar
took careful notes and upon his return he hurriedly wrote this travel account.

Why was the sultan, descendent of the Prophet Muhammad, and head of a
dynasty that had ruled Morocco for more than two hundred years, so eager to
read this account? Perhaps he thought it would illuminate some troubling
matters: how the French acquired their power and their mastery over nature; how
they led their daily lives, educated their children, treated their women and
servants. In short, the sultan wanted to know the condition of French civilization
and why it differed from his. As-Saffar provided the answers.

Moreover, as we read the account, Muhammad as-Saffar comes alive for us. We
see him reflecting on the beauty of women, contorting during hisritual ablutions,
and suffering from boredom at endless dinners. His opinions and ideas infuse
every page. For him the journey was more than a catalog of curiosities; it was a
transforming experience. Given our very limited knowledge of the time and the
absence of other voices that speak with equal clarity, thistravel account enlarges
our understanding of the relationship between nineteenth-century Morocco and
France.
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In December of 1845, Muhammad as-Saffar was sent by the reigning Moroccan sultan on a special
diplomatic mission to Paris. During the journey, as-Saffar took careful notes and upon his return he hurriedly
wrote this travel account.

Why was the sultan, descendent of the Prophet Muhammad, and head of a dynasty that had ruled Morocco
for more than two hundred years, so eager to read this account? Perhaps he thought it would illuminate some
troubling matters. how the French acquired their power and their mastery over nature; how they led their
daily lives, educated their children, treated their women and servants. In short, the sultan wanted to know the
condition of French civilization and why it differed from his. As-Saffar provided the answers.

Moreover, as we read the account, Muhammad as-Saffar comes alive for us. We see him reflecting on the
beauty of women, contorting during hisritual ablutions, and suffering from boredom at endless dinners. His
opinions and ideas infuse every page. For him the journey was more than a catalog of curiosities; it wasa
transforming experience. Given our very limited knowledge of the time and the absence of other voices that
speak with equal clarity, thistravel account enlarges our understanding of the relationship between
nineteenth-century Morocco and France.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Peter Hudson:

The book Disorienting Encounters: Travels of a Moroccan Scholar in France in 1845-1846. The Voyage of
Muhammad As-Saffar (Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Disorienting
Encounters: Travels of a Moroccan Scholar in France in 1845-1846. The Voyage of Muhammad As-Saffar
(Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Disorienting Encounters: Travels of a Moroccan Scholar in France in 1845-1846. The Voyage of
Muhammad As-Saffar (Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So
it isvery wonderful.

Thomas Baldwin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Disorienting
Encounters: Travels of aMoroccan Scholar in France in 1845-1846. The Voyage of Muhammad As-Saffar
(Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Disorienting Encounters. Travels of a Moroccan Scholar in France
in 1845-1846. The Voyage of Muhammad As-Saffar (Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies)is the main
of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of thisreserve. This book will give
you alarge amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this
book.

Joel Kiser:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you alot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the information or
even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading through a
book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Disorienting
Encounters: Travels of a Moroccan Scholar in France in 1845-1846. The Voyage of Muhammad As-Saffar



(Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading areserve.

Pamela Eckert:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Disorienting Encounters: Travels of a Moroccan
Scholar in France in 1845-1846. The Voyage of Muhammad As-Saffar (Comparative Studies on Muslim
Societies) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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