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Grass for His Pillow is the second book in the Tales of the Otori series by
Lian Hearn. Don't miss the related series, The Tale of Shikanoko.

Praised for its epic scope and descriptive detail, Across the Nightingale Floor, the
first book in the Tales of the Otori series, was an international bestseller and
critical success, named by the London Times as "the most compelling novel to
have been published this year." With Grass for His Pillow, Book Two, we return
to the medieval Japan of Lian Hearn's creation—a land of harsh beauty and
deceptive appearances.

In a complex social hierarchy, amid dissembling clans and fractured allegiances,
there is no place for passionate young love. The orphan Takeo has been
condemned to work as an assassin—an enforced occupation that his father
sacrificed his own life to escape. Meanwhile, Takeo’s beloved Shirakawa Kaede,
heir to the Murayama and alone in the world, must find a way to unify the
domain she has inherited, as she fights off the advances of would-be suitors and
hopes against fading hope that Takeo will return to her...
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Lian Hearn's second novel in the Tales of the Otori, Grass For His Pillow continues to enrich and expand his
mystical imaginings of feudal Japan. Picking up where Across the Nightingale Floor left off, Takeo fulfills
his debt of honor and accepts his heritage as a member of the superhuman cabal of assassins known as "The
Tribe," and is thus ingested into their plots. But his heart yearns for Kaede, his one true love, and secretly
wishes to fulfill the final wishes of his adopted father, Otori Shigaru. Meanwhile, Kaede returns to her
homeland to find her father's estate in ruin and her inheritance in jeopardy. The two each encounter vast
political machinations and deadly consequences as they unconsciously move toward their overwhelming
urges to reunite and defy (or perhaps embrace) fate.

Hearn's second book into the Tales of the Otori series is a more poignant tale than the first, painfully
examining the lines between honor, duty, and love. With its calming and satisfying conclusion, the landscape
of Hearn's mythical vision of Japan braces for a dazzling storm in the book to come. --Jeremy Pugh

From Publishers Weekly
The pseudonymous Hearn's second thrilling installment of her Tales of the Otori trilogy (after 2002's Across
the Nightingale Floor) is once again set in a magic-haunted version of medieval Japan where no one wields
unchallenged authority and no one is safe. The swirl of treacherous, shifting clan alliances threatens to
overwhelm young lovers and aristocrats Takeo and Kaede. Separated throughout most of the action, the two
must develop their talents while trying to maintain their integrity. Takeo possesses superhuman gifts such as
the ability to become invisible, project a double image of himself and hear distant conversations; however,
he must discipline his skills and control his impetuous temper. He also must work out his relationship with
the Tribe, a treacherous secret organization of spies and assassins that saved his life but that may have
murdered his father. Kaede, meanwhile, has to escape the powerless role of a woman if she is to protect
herself and her family domain from predatory neighbors. Adept at creating vivid natural settings where the
supernatural feels unusually plausible, Hearn catches fresh details of trees, birds, rivers and mountains. With
quick, direct sentences like brushstrokes on a Japanese scroll, she suggests vast and mysterious landscapes
full of both menace and wonder. Hearn shows that middle novels of trilogies don't have to simply fill space
between an exciting opening and conclusion.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-Familiarity with Across the Nightingale Floor (Riverhead, 2002) is important to
understanding this story, as Hearn gives no recap of events in that book. Takeo abandons his adopted family,
the Otori, to be trained by the Tribe. He learns more about this mysterious clan and about his origins,
including the secrets behind his father's conception and death. In the end, he must decide if he will remain
true to the ruthless, amoral Tribe or follow his heart and avenge Otori Shigeru. Shirakawa Kaede also faces
difficult choices. She resists the path tradition demands of her, and seizes opportunities and education usually
only granted to males. She is determined to claim her inheritance and remain faithful to Takeo, no matter the
cost. The novel suffers from middle-book syndrome in that just as the action starts to get exciting, readers are
told to wait for book three. Rather than the adventure and intrigue of the previous title, Grass focuses more
on the internal transformations of Takeo and Kaede during the winter of their separation. The wealth of
detail in the pseudo-Japanese setting helps ground the story. Purchase where the first book is popular.
Susan Salpini, Fairfax County Public Schools, VA
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roland:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Grass for His Pillow (Tales of the
Otori, Book 2) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Leonard Santiago:

The feeling that you get from Grass for His Pillow (Tales of the Otori, Book 2) is a more deep you digging
the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Grass for His Pillow (Tales of the Otori, Book 2) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone
who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Grass for His Pillow (Tales of
the Otori, Book 2) instantly.

Timothy Holeman:

The guide untitled Grass for His Pillow (Tales of the Otori, Book 2) is the reserve that recommended to you
to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Grass for His Pillow (Tales of the Otori, Book 2) from
the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Christi Shoup:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Grass for His Pillow (Tales of the Otori, Book 2) can give
you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Grass for His Pillow (Tales of the Otori, Book 2).
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