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“Will inspire fans and followers to rediscover its elusive subject’s
remarkable oeuvre.” —Publishers Weekly

The twentieth century was that of the image, and the legendary photographer
Henri Cartier-Bresson, born in 1908, was the eye of the century. Cartier-Bresson
was always on the spot, recording historic events as they happened. His work
focused on Mexico in the 1930s, the tragic fate of the Spanish Republicans, the
liberation of Paris, the weariness of Gandhi a few hours before his assassination,
and the victory of the Chinese Communists. It was he who fixed forever in our
minds the features of famous contemporaries: Giacometti, Sartre, Faulkner,
Camus, and others, their portraits captured for eternity at the decisive moment.
An intensely private individual, Cartier-Bresson nonetheless took Pierre
Assouline into his confidence over a number of years, discussing his youthful
devotion to surrealism, his lifelong passion for drawing, his experience of war
and the prison camps, his friends, and the women in his life. He even opened up
his invaluable archives. 25 illustrations
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“Will inspire fans and followers to rediscover its elusive subject’s remarkable oeuvre.” —Publishers
Weekly

The twentieth century was that of the image, and the legendary photographer Henri Cartier-Bresson, born in
1908, was the eye of the century. Cartier-Bresson was always on the spot, recording historic events as they
happened. His work focused on Mexico in the 1930s, the tragic fate of the Spanish Republicans, the
liberation of Paris, the weariness of Gandhi a few hours before his assassination, and the victory of the
Chinese Communists. It was he who fixed forever in our minds the features of famous contemporaries:
Giacometti, Sartre, Faulkner, Camus, and others, their portraits captured for eternity at the decisive moment.
An intensely private individual, Cartier-Bresson nonetheless took Pierre Assouline into his confidence over a
number of years, discussing his youthful devotion to surrealism, his lifelong passion for drawing, his
experience of war and the prison camps, his friends, and the women in his life. He even opened up his
invaluable archives. 25 illustrations
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Often called the father of photojournalism, Cartier-Bresson tried to give up photography as a profession four
times in his life, returning to his first love, painting, repeatedly—but he always kept his Leica in his pocket.
The Frenchman captured the emotion and magnitude of some of the 20th century's most significant news
stories by simply turning his camera away from the main event and into the crowd. This, too, is Assouline's
approach to biography. Drawing on five years of conversations with his subject, Assouline presents not a
chronological or critical accounting of events but a portrait, illustrated through descriptions of Cartier-
Bresson's photographs (almost none of which are reproduced in the book) and summarized with
generalizations of the artist's approach toward art and life: "His taste was classical: he needed that kind of
order to counter the vulgarity of the world outside" or "In affairs of the heart, he was a seductive romantic."
Energetic and informative passages describe Cartier-Bresson's years as a soldier and his travels to the Ivory
Coast, China and India (where he photographed Gandhi just hours before his death). Despite its gaps—such
as mere passing references to Cartier-Bresson's two marriages—this smooth hagiography will inspire fans
and followers to rediscover its elusive subject's remarkable oeuvre. (Nov. 28)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Pierre Assouline, a writer and journalist, has written biographies of Georges Simenon, Hergé, and others. He
lives in Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

The book Henri Cartier-Bresson: A Biography give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Henri Cartier-Bresson: A
Biography for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-
book Henri Cartier-Bresson: A Biography. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Paulette Rodriguez:

The actual book Henri Cartier-Bresson: A Biography will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
see, this book very suitable to you. The book Henri Cartier-Bresson: A Biography is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.



Patricia Welling:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be Henri Cartier-Bresson: A Biography why because the great cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Howard Benedict:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By book Henri Cartier-Bresson: A Biography we can have more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Henri Cartier-Bresson: A Biography.
You can more attractive than now.
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