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Over three decades, Paul Griffiths's survey has remained the definitive study of
music since the Second World War; this fully revised and updated edition re-
establishes Modern Music and After as the preeminent introduction to the music
of our time. The disruptions of the war, and the struggles of the ensuing peace,
were reflected in the music of the time: in Pierre Boulez's radical reformation of
compositional technique and in John Cage's development of zen music; in Milton
Babbitt's settling of the serial system and in Dmitry Shostakovich's unsettling
symphonies; in Karlheinz Stockhausen's development of electronic music and in
Luigi Nono's pursuit of the universally human, in Iannis Xenakis's view of music
as sounding mathematics and in Luciano Berio's consideration of it as language.
The initiatives of these composers and their contemporaries opened prospects
that haven't yet stopped unfolding.
This constant expansion of musical thinking since 1945 has left us with no
singular history of music; Griffiths's study accordingly follows several different
paths, showing how and why they converge and diverge. This new edition of
Modern Music and After discusses not only the music of the fifteen years that
have passed since the previous edition, but also the recent explosion of scholarly
interest in the latter half of the twentieth century. In particular, the book has been
expanded to incorporate the variety of responses to the modernist impasse
experienced by composers of the 1980s and 1990s. Griffiths then moves the book
into the twenty-first century as he examines such highly influential composers as
Helmut Lachenmann and Salvatore Sciarrino.

For its breadth, wealth of detail, and characteristic wit and clarity, the third
edition of Modern Music and After is required reading for the student and the
enquiring listener.
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Over three decades, Paul Griffiths's survey has remained the definitive study of music since the Second
World War; this fully revised and updated edition re-establishes Modern Music and After as the preeminent
introduction to the music of our time. The disruptions of the war, and the struggles of the ensuing peace,
were reflected in the music of the time: in Pierre Boulez's radical reformation of compositional technique and
in John Cage's development of zen music; in Milton Babbitt's settling of the serial system and in Dmitry
Shostakovich's unsettling symphonies; in Karlheinz Stockhausen's development of electronic music and in
Luigi Nono's pursuit of the universally human, in Iannis Xenakis's view of music as sounding mathematics
and in Luciano Berio's consideration of it as language. The initiatives of these composers and their
contemporaries opened prospects that haven't yet stopped unfolding.
This constant expansion of musical thinking since 1945 has left us with no singular history of music;
Griffiths's study accordingly follows several different paths, showing how and why they converge and
diverge. This new edition of Modern Music and After discusses not only the music of the fifteen years that
have passed since the previous edition, but also the recent explosion of scholarly interest in the latter half of
the twentieth century. In particular, the book has been expanded to incorporate the variety of responses to the
modernist impasse experienced by composers of the 1980s and 1990s. Griffiths then moves the book into the
twenty-first century as he examines such highly influential composers as Helmut Lachenmann and Salvatore
Sciarrino.

For its breadth, wealth of detail, and characteristic wit and clarity, the third edition of Modern Music and
After is required reading for the student and the enquiring listener.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Recommended for all libraries serving music programs at the undergraduate level or higher. There is a
wealth of information here, and few write as knowledgeably and engagingly on new music as Griffiths."
--Fontes Artis Musicae

"Griffiths has done an outstanding job of making this music at least intellectually accessible. It is our job as
listeners, if we seriously care, to seek it out and try to encounter it on its own terms. Highly recommended
for libraries with sections on new music, composition, music theory and contemporary
aesthetics/philosophy." --Music Media Monthly

"Modern Music and After remains as close a definitive survey, study, guide and analysis to its field as there
is; it can be recommended without reservation. The standards of scholarship and authorship are indeed
high....Production standards, are of course, high; and the price is beyond reasonable -- that alone should
convince you to buy this third edition, even if you've read the earlier one(s)...the updates and referencing are
significant. For a comprehensive, readable, authoritative, entertaining, lively, open-minded and all round
well-written book on the development of music in our time, there is no better." --Classical.net

"Recommended for all libraries serving music programs at the undergraduate level or higher. There is a
wealth of information here, and few write as knowledgeably and engagingly on new music as Griffiths."
--Fontes Artis Musicae

Praise for the first edition:

"Griffiths is excellent about a whole host of composers he admires....Any reader, enthusiast or specialist, will
find much to interest and provoke. This book is probably the best of its kind in English today."--Ian Pace,
Tempo: Quarterly Review of Modern Music

"Griffiths is so fluent, so practiced a writer in this field that it is understandable if the closest he gets to
sceptical disengagement is in suggesting that a composer leaves critics, and even musicologists, lost for
words." --Arnold Whittall, The Musical Times



"[A] marvellously thought-provoking and engaging text."--The Musical Times

"A must for the student, and also for the general reader."--The Times

"As impressive for its accuracy, as for the clarity, acumen, and wit of its writing." --Classical Music

About the Author

Paul Griffiths is an acclaimed writer on contemporary and classical music whose books include A Concise
History of Western Music and The Penguin Companion to Classical Music. He is also known as a librettist
(Elliott Carter's What Next? ) and novelist. In 2002, Griffiths was honored by the French government as a
Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stewart Ramirez:

This book untitled Modern Music and After to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Loyd Tyler:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Modern Music and After why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Daniel Pitts:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't



see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Modern Music and After can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Nancy Landry:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book Modern Music and After we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Modern Music and After. You can more appealing
than now.
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