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We live in a world, according to N. Katherine Hayles, where new languages are
constantly emerging, proliferating, and fading into obsolescence. These are
languages of our own making: the programming languages written in code for the
intelligent machines we call computers. Hayles's latest exploration provides an
exciting new way of understanding the relations between code and language and
considers how their interactions have affected creative, technological, and artistic
practices.

My Mother Was a Computer explores how the impact of code on everyday life
has become comparable to that of speech and writing: language and code have
grown more entangled, the lines that once separated humans from machines,
analog from digital, and old technologies from new ones have become blurred.
My Mother Was a Computer gives us the tools necessary to make sense of these
complex relationships. Hayles argues that we live in an age of intermediation that
challenges our ideas about language, subjectivity, literary objects, and textuality.
This process of intermediation takes place where digital media interact with
cultural practices associated with older media, and here Hayles sharply portrays
such interactions: how code differs from speech; how electronic text differs from
print; the effects of digital media on the idea of the self; the effects of digitality
on printed books; our conceptions of computers as living beings; the possibility
that human consciousness itself might be computational; and the subjective
cosmology wherein humans see the universe through the lens of their own digital
age.

We are the children of computers in more than one sense, and no critic has done
more than N. Katherine Hayles to explain how these technologies define us and
our culture. Heady and provocative, My Mother Was a Computer will be judged
as her best work yet.
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languages written in code for the intelligent machines we call computers. Hayles's latest exploration provides
an exciting new way of understanding the relations between code and language and considers how their
interactions have affected creative, technological, and artistic practices.

My Mother Was a Computer explores how the impact of code on everyday life has become comparable to
that of speech and writing: language and code have grown more entangled, the lines that once separated
humans from machines, analog from digital, and old technologies from new ones have become blurred. My
Mother Was a Computer gives us the tools necessary to make sense of these complex relationships. Hayles
argues that we live in an age of intermediation that challenges our ideas about language, subjectivity, literary
objects, and textuality. This process of intermediation takes place where digital media interact with cultural
practices associated with older media, and here Hayles sharply portrays such interactions: how code differs
from speech; how electronic text differs from print; the effects of digital media on the idea of the self; the
effects of digitality on printed books; our conceptions of computers as living beings; the possibility that
human consciousness itself might be computational; and the subjective cosmology wherein humans see the
universe through the lens of their own digital age.

We are the children of computers in more than one sense, and no critic has done more than N. Katherine
Hayles to explain how these technologies define us and our culture. Heady and provocative, My Mother Was
a Computer will be judged as her best work yet.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A deeply insightful and significant investigation of how the science and rhetorics of cybernetics have
reshaped the boundaries of human identity." - Village Voice "In her important new book, N. Katherine
Hayles... traces the evolution over the last half-century of a radical reconception of what it means to be
human and, indeed, even of what it means to be alive, a reconception unleashed by the interplay of humans
and intelligent machines." - Chicago Tribune"

About the Author

N. Katherine Hayles is the John Charles Hillis Professor of Literature at the University of California, Los
Angeles. She is the author of three books, including How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in
Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics, and the editor of Chaos and Order: Complex Dynamics in
Literature and Science, both published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

This My Mother Was a Computer: Digital Subjects and Literary Texts book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. That My Mother Was a Computer: Digital Subjects and Literary Texts without we understand
teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry My Mother
Was a Computer: Digital Subjects and Literary Texts can bring once you are and not make your case space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This My
Mother Was a Computer: Digital Subjects and Literary Texts having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Richard Capps:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take My Mother Was a Computer: Digital Subjects and
Literary Texts as your daily resource information.



Treva Ritter:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One
of them is this My Mother Was a Computer: Digital Subjects and Literary Texts.

John Montes:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is My Mother Was a Computer: Digital Subjects and Literary Texts this book consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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