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Born into davery, adopted as an infant by a princess, and raised in the palace of
mighty Pharaoh, M oses struggles to define himself. And so do the three women
who love him: his own embittered mother, forced to give him up by Pharaoh's
decree; the Egyptian princess who defies her father and raises Moses as her own
child; and his headstrong sister Almah, who discovers a greater kinship with the
Egyptian deities than with her own God of the Hebrews. Told by Moses and his
sister Almah from alternating points of view, this stunning novel by Newbery
Honor-author Julius Lester probes questions of identity, faith, and destiny.
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Born into davery, adopted as an infant by a princess, and raised in the palace of mighty Pharaoh, Moses
struggles to define himself. And so do the three women who love him: his own embittered mother, forced to
give him up by Pharaoh's decree; the Egyptian princess who defies her father and raises Moses as her own
child; and his headstrong sister Almah, who discovers a greater kinship with the Egyptian deities than with
her own God of the Hebrews. Told by Moses and his sister Almah from alternating points of view, this
stunning novel by Newbery Honor-author Julius Lester probes questions of identity, faith, and destiny.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In hisintroduction to this engrossing novel of ancient Egypt, Julius Lester says, "It is difficult not to see
Charlton Heston when one thinks of Moses." But not in this book. Lester's Moses is a bungling teenager,
scared and confused as he tries to find the courage to decide who he is and what he believesin. Raised asthe
pampered grandson of Pharaoh, he enjoys the attentions of three mother figures: Y ocheved, his birth mother,
who constantly implores him to return to his own people; Almah, his older sister, who has | eft her traditions
to dance naked as a priestess of the goddess Hathor; and Batya, Pharoah's daughter, who saved him from
death when he was a baby. But now his anger at his unresolved split identity has goaded him into aterrible
act of violence--an act that will have avast impact on history.

Julius Lester, a distinguished African-American writer best known for his Newbery Honor Book To Bea
Save, startled the literary world in 1981 by converting to Judaism. In Pharaoh's Daughter he follows the
time-honored Jewish tradition of Midrash--away of exploring a sacred text through the use of one's
imagination. Armed with an impressive knowledge of the Hebrew language and the history of ancient Egypt,
he jolts us out of our expectations and brings a fresh and richly detailed perspective to the Exodus. As Moses
flees with his father's blessing--"Y ou must go and come back and teach us all to be free"--we can only hope
that Julius Lester plans to tell the rest of the story. (Ages 12 and older) --Patty Campbell

From Publishers Weekly

"The author imagines atitillating paradise within the pharaoh’'s walls and makes a compelling case for
[young Moses] caught between the faith of his Hebrew mother and his adoptive family's aesthetics and
beliefs," wrote PW in our Best Books citation. Ages 10-up. (Feb.) n
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From School Library Journal

Grade 6-9-When Meryetamun, the daughter of the Pharaoh, rescues one of the Habiru baby boys condemned
to death and takes him to raise as her son, his sister Almah goes with them to live in the palace. Attracting
the attention of the Pharaoh because of her resemblance to his dead wife Nefertari, Almah is declared his
daughter, displacing Meryetamun. At the same time, the princess finds herself increasingly at home among
the Habiru people. Thisrich and fascinating retelling of the well-known tale found in Exodus makes clear
Lester's view of the complex nature of the relationship of Khemetians (Egyptians) and Habiru (Hebrews).
First told in the voice of Almah and later in the voice of Masis, the story moves inexorably toward the point
at which the young people must decide who they really are. While in some cases characters seem to change
without sufficient reason, Almah and Mosis are convincing in their struggle to find their identity. Almah,
who becomes a priestess of Eset and dances naked at the festivals, is clearly the same person who, as a child,
spontaneously removed her dress each morning to receive the life-giving rays of the rising sun. Mosis, slow
in speech and unsure of what he wants, is moved to action only when he is rejected by those whose approval
he seeks. Lester has moved well beyond the Cecil B. DeMille view of ancient Egypt and re-created with the
great care of ascholar aplace, atime, and two cultures that ultimately we can only imagine, but the
guestions he raises about identity, loyalty, and religion are as familiar today as they were thousands of years

ago.
Barbara Scotto, Michael Driscoll School, Brookline, MA
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Penrose;

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Pharaoh's Daughter: A Novel of Ancient
Egypt will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about
amost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Ben Papenfuss:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Pharaoh's Daughter: A Novel of Ancient Egypt your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get before. The Pharaoh's Daughter: A Novel of Ancient Egypt giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will probably be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Rosemary L afleur:

This Pharaoh's Daughter: A Novel of Ancient Egypt is brand new way for you who has attention to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Pharaoh's
Daughter: A Novel of Ancient Egypt can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a reserve especially thisone. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't missthat! Just read this e-book type for
your better life aswell as knowledge.

Stuart Rosado:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading aguide. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Pharaoh's Daughter: A Novel of Ancient Egypt to
make your reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading.



Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book
and looking at especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open abook and read it. Beside that
the book Pharaoh's Daughter: A Novel of Ancient Egypt can to be your new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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