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This study of fiction produced in America in the decade following 1945
examines literature by writers such as Kerouac and Bellow. It examines how,
though such fiction seemed to resolutely avoid the events and implications of
World War II, it was still suffused with dread and suggestions of war in imagery
and language.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is ambitious in the scope of its argument, supported by careful reading in the appropriate critical
theory, interpretively strong, and written with clarity and authority. The argument is convincing; the readings
are exact; the knowledge behind the work is extensive; the conclusion is eloquent. Critical intelligence and
careful research are everywhere on display. Mercer moves from the literary to the historical,
psychoanalytical and social, and from literary to popular fiction with assurance, making an original
contribution to familiar literary terrain." - Mark Williams, Associate Professor, Victoria University of
Wellington

"Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature is a substantial, well organized, and lucidly
written contribution to the field of early post-war American literature and culture. Its argument that
unconscious conflict generated by the World War II is most accurately perceived in the realist novel and not,
as has been more commonly claimed, in post-war popular culture is original, insightful and convincingly
supported." - Eluned Summers-Bremner, Senior Lecturer, University of Auckland

"Reading post-war American literature through the lens of the Freudian uncanny, Repression and Realism in
Post-War American Literature intriguingly and persuasively demonstrates how the period s most
representative realist texts are haunted by the gothic memories of World War II. Thanks to Mercer s fresh
and unique viewpoint, this book makes one of the most effective contributions to problematizing the long-
standing binary oppositions between realism and gothicism and between psychoanalysis and contextual
criticism." - Ki Yoon Jang, Assistant Professor of English, Sogang University

About the Author
ERIN MERCER is Teaching Fellow in the School of English, Film, Theatre and Media Studies at Victoria
University of Wellington, New Zealand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Jones:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Repression and Realism in Post-War American
Literature (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Repression and Realism in
Post-War American Literature (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century). You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.



Manda Perez:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American Literature
Readings in the 21st Century) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Repression and Realism in Post-War American
Literature (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century) content conveys the idea easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of
it. So , do you even now thinking Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American
Literature Readings in the 21st Century) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

John Martindale:

This Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American Literature Readings in the 21st
Century) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always
deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately
using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Repression and Realism in Post-
War American Literature (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer
you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

James Shockley:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American Literature Readings in the
21st Century) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this time book Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American
Literature Readings in the 21st Century). You can more inviting than now.
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