
The Boy Who Held Back the Sea (Picture
Puffin Books)

By Lenny Hort, Thomas Locker, Mary Mapes Dodge

The Boy Who Held Back the Sea (Picture Puffin Books) By Lenny Hort,
Thomas Locker, Mary Mapes Dodge

From the award-winning and renowned illustrator Thomas Locker, beautiful oil-
painted illustrations pair with this wonderful retelling of the traditional Dutch
folktale. 

Jan had never done anything more heroic than shout for the guard because he’d
imagined he’d seen a sea serpent. But when Jan discovered water trickling
through a desolate stretch of the dike that protected his low-lying village, he
knew he had to act fast.
 
“Visually stunning.”—Publishers Weekly

"Locker's depiction of nature overpowering humanity is especially significant to
the story and to the Dutch people who have spent centuries battling the
sea."--School Library Journal
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From the award-winning and renowned illustrator Thomas Locker, beautiful oil-painted illustrations pair
with this wonderful retelling of the traditional Dutch folktale. 

Jan had never done anything more heroic than shout for the guard because he’d imagined he’d seen a sea
serpent. But when Jan discovered water trickling through a desolate stretch of the dike that protected his
low-lying village, he knew he had to act fast.
 
“Visually stunning.”—Publishers Weekly
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This retelling of the traditional Dutch folktale is coupled with Locker's masterful oil paintings, which recall
well-known works such as Rembrandt's "Night Watch" and several Vermeers. A little boy, Pieter, is sent to
his room because he has misbehaved. So his grandmother tells him of another bad boy, Jan, who held back
the sea. Pieter serves merely as the framework for the account of the legend, which distances readers from
the action. The scenery is magnificentluminous skies, light-infused landscapes, a tumultuous seacreating a
chiaroscuro effect that recalls the Dutch masters. However, Jan is merely a detail in the paintings. The real
thrust of the taleJan's mischief, his fear at the discovery of the leak, his determination, his misery through the
night, the suffering and then pride of his parentsis lost in the paintings; the text is overshadowed by the grand
scale of the artwork. All ages.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3 Grandmother tells Pieter, who has been sent to his room, the story of The Boy Who
Held Back the Sea. Hort's adaptation of a story that appears in Mary Mapes Dodge's Hans Brinker is
significantly longer with numerous changes and embellishments. More complex characters have been
created, removing the story from the realm of fable and placing it into fiction. Jan is depicted as a
troublemaker who tells tales about sea serpents to the dike's watchmen, plays hookey from church, and
throws a rock through a school windowa complete opposite from the sunny-haired boy of gentle disposition
who reads to a blind man in Hans Brinker. Both, however, become heroes when they observe a hole in the
dike and plug it with a finger. Locker's arresting oil paintings, with their dramatic clouds, towering trees, and
natural diffused lighting are suggestive of the 17th-Century Dutch landscape paintings made famous by
Jacob van Ruisdael. The posed figures and the meticulously depicted objects in the opening and closing
scenes are particularly reminiscent of Vermeer. Locker's depiction of nature overpowering humanity is
especially significant to the story and to the Dutch people who have spent centuries battling the sea. Karen
K. Radtke, Milwaukee Public Lib .
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Visually stunning.”—Publishers Weekly 

"Locker's depiction of nature overpowering humanity is especially significant to the story and to the Dutch
people who have spent centuries battling the sea."--School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Chatham:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Boy Who Held Back the



Sea (Picture Puffin Books) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Helen Jackson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Boy Who Held Back the Sea (Picture
Puffin Books) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Boy Who Held Back the
Sea (Picture Puffin Books) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Ina French:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. The Boy Who Held Back the Sea (Picture Puffin Books) can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Bernice Capps:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
The Boy Who Held Back the Sea (Picture Puffin Books). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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