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How can liberal democracy best be realized in a world fraught with conflicting
new forms of identity politics and intensifying conflicts over culture? This book
brings unparalleled clarity to the contemporary debate over this question.
Maintaining that cultures are themselves torn by conflicts about their own
boundaries, Seyla Benhabib challenges the assumption shared by many theorists
and activists that cultures are clearly defined wholes. She argues that much
debate--including that of "strong" multiculturalism, which sees cultures as
distinct pieces of a mosaic--is dominated by this faulty belief, one with grave
consequences for how we think injustices among groups should be redressed and
human diversity achieved. Benhabib masterfully presents an alternative
approach, developing an understanding of cultures as continually creating, re-
creating, and renegotiating the imagined boundaries between "us" and "them."

Drawing on contemporary cultural politics from Western Europe, Canada, and
the United States, Benhabib develops a double-track model of deliberative
democracy that permits maximum cultural contestation within the official public
sphere as well as in and through social movements and the institutions of civil
society. Agreeing with political liberals that constitutional and legal universalism
should be preserved at the level of polity, she nonetheless contends that such a
model is necessary to resolve multicultural conflicts.

Analyzing in detail the transformation of citizenship practices in European Union
countries, Benhabib concludes that flexible citizenship, certain kinds of legal
pluralism and models of institutional powersharing are quite compatible with
deliberative democracy, as long as they are in accord with egalitarian reciprocity,
voluntary self-ascription, and freedom of exit and association. The Claims of
Culture offers invaluable insight to all those, whether students or scholars,
lawyers or policymakers, who strive to bridge the gap between the theory and
practice of cultural politics in the twenty-first century.
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over this question. Maintaining that cultures are themselves torn by conflicts about their own boundaries,
Seyla Benhabib challenges the assumption shared by many theorists and activists that cultures are clearly
defined wholes. She argues that much debate--including that of "strong" multiculturalism, which sees
cultures as distinct pieces of a mosaic--is dominated by this faulty belief, one with grave consequences for
how we think injustices among groups should be redressed and human diversity achieved. Benhabib
masterfully presents an alternative approach, developing an understanding of cultures as continually creating,
re-creating, and renegotiating the imagined boundaries between "us" and "them."

Drawing on contemporary cultural politics from Western Europe, Canada, and the United States, Benhabib
develops a double-track model of deliberative democracy that permits maximum cultural contestation within
the official public sphere as well as in and through social movements and the institutions of civil society.
Agreeing with political liberals that constitutional and legal universalism should be preserved at the level of
polity, she nonetheless contends that such a model is necessary to resolve multicultural conflicts.

Analyzing in detail the transformation of citizenship practices in European Union countries, Benhabib
concludes that flexible citizenship, certain kinds of legal pluralism and models of institutional powersharing
are quite compatible with deliberative democracy, as long as they are in accord with egalitarian reciprocity,
voluntary self-ascription, and freedom of exit and association. The Claims of Culture offers invaluable
insight to all those, whether students or scholars, lawyers or policymakers, who strive to bridge the gap
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Editorial Review

Review
"Seyla Benhabib's book presents a subtly defined, vigorously argued universalist position in democratic
theory, one that nevertheless accommodates (and essentially integrates) varieties of multiculturalism. It is
especially notable for going beyond the trite oppositions between the politics of cultural identity and the
theory of deliberative democracy." - Amelie Rorty, Brandeis University; "Reading this book was a deeply
satisfying experience. Benhabib's model of democracy is firmly rooted in a systematic and well-developed
moral theory, and her policy recommendations are informed both by extensive philosophical reflection and
by her uncompromising commitment to individual identity." - Alison Jaggar, University of Colorado

From the Inside Flap
"A brave and beautiful book that grows in power and poignancy after 9/11. Rejecting the dismal view that
the global world will be mired in the 'clash of civilizations' and the culture wars, Benhabib restores our faith
in the human need to narrativize the historical and cultural experiences of self and other. This wonderful
work allows us to hope that the contested conversations of mankind may converge in the intricate dialogues
of the democratic process."--Homi K. Bhabha, Harvard University
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Jaggar, University of Colorado
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Rodrigue:

The Claims of Culture: Equality and Diversity in the Global Era can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Claims of
Culture: Equality and Diversity in the Global Era however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

David Unruh:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Claims of Culture: Equality and
Diversity in the Global Era can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Fidel Auxier:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Claims of Culture: Equality and Diversity in the Global Era
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you wanted.

Madeline Cecil:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the
book The Claims of Culture: Equality and Diversity in the Global Era we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Claims of
Culture: Equality and Diversity in the Global Era. You can more inviting than now.
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