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Catherine Cookson was one of the world's most beloved writers. Her books have
sold millions of copies, and her characters and their stories have captured the
imaginations of readers around the globe. Now, available for the first time in this
country, comes one of Cookson's earliest and most stirring historical romances:
"The Fifteen Streets." John O'Brien lives in a world where surviving is a
continual struggle. He works long hours at the docks to help support his parents'
large family. Many other families in the Fifteen Streets have already given up
and descended into a dismal state of grinding poverty, but the O'Briens continue
to strive for a world they are only rarely allowed to glimpse. Then John O'Brien
meets Mary Llewellyn, a beautiful young teacher who belongs to that other
world. What begins as a casual conversation over tea quickly blossoms into a rare
love that should have been perfect. Fate steps in, however, when John is accused
of fathering the child of a local girl, and Mary's parents forbid her to see him.
The couple begins to realize that the gulf of the Fifteen Streets between them is a
chasm they could never bridge-or might they still find a way? In these pages
Catherine Cookson displays the irresistible plotting, scene-setting, and
characterization that have made her a recognized master of historical and
romance fiction. Fans of her novels, with their larger themes of romantic love
and class conflict, will be delighted to find that even at the beginning of her
illustrious career, Cookson had the power to captivate audiences. Filled with
passion and compelling drama, "The Fifteen Streets" is a rare treat for lovers of
romantic fiction.
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Catherine Cookson was one of the world's most beloved writers. Her books have sold millions of copies, and
her characters and their stories have captured the imaginations of readers around the globe. Now, available
for the first time in this country, comes one of Cookson's earliest and most stirring historical romances: "The
Fifteen Streets." John O'Brien lives in a world where surviving is a continual struggle. He works long hours
at the docks to help support his parents' large family. Many other families in the Fifteen Streets have already
given up and descended into a dismal state of grinding poverty, but the O'Briens continue to strive for a
world they are only rarely allowed to glimpse. Then John O'Brien meets Mary Llewellyn, a beautiful young
teacher who belongs to that other world. What begins as a casual conversation over tea quickly blossoms into
a rare love that should have been perfect. Fate steps in, however, when John is accused of fathering the child
of a local girl, and Mary's parents forbid her to see him. The couple begins to realize that the gulf of the
Fifteen Streets between them is a chasm they could never bridge-or might they still find a way? In these
pages Catherine Cookson displays the irresistible plotting, scene-setting, and characterization that have made
her a recognized master of historical and romance fiction. Fans of her novels, with their larger themes of
romantic love and class conflict, will be delighted to find that even at the beginning of her illustrious career,
Cookson had the power to captivate audiences. Filled with passion and compelling drama, "The Fifteen
Streets" is a rare treat for lovers of romantic fiction.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
British readers have been familiar with this early novel by Cookson for five decades, but this reissue will
please American fans who crave the late author's sudsy historical novels. John O'Brien, born in the Tyneside
area of Northumberland called the "fifteen streets," is caught up in the vicious circle of poverty, drink and
deeper poverty endured by the residents of this slum district. He works as a laborer on the docks, trying to
add to the family's precarious finances, keep his mother and sisters safe from his drunken father and brutal
brother and protect them from the religious violence that often roils the largely Irish Catholic neighborhood.
John thinks only sporadically about a better life until a non-Catholic family moves nearby. The kindly
Brackens, who preach spiritual healing, are feared and persecuted in the neighborhood, even by John's own
family, but they persevere in their message of tolerance and intellectual empowerment, and open John's eyes
to a different way of thinking and believing in God. At the same time, John meets his sister's beloved young
teacher, Mary Llewellyn, who opens not only his eyes but his heart. Their love affair is scandalous, since
Mary is the daughter of a prosperous shipbuilder. Slander, violence and death take their toll before the lovers
tentatively plan a new life together. Cookson's strong and touching characterizations and atmospheric setting
carry this narrative, which dramatizes the cruel legacies of religious bigotry and the rigid British class
system.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Helen DunmoreThe Times (London)Catherine Cookson's novels are about hardship, the intractability of life
and of individuals, the struggle first to survive and next to make sense of one's survival. Humour, toughness,
resolution, and generosity are Cookson virtues, in a world which she often depicts as cold and violent. Her
novels are weighted and driven by her own early experiences of illegitimacy and poverty. This is what gives
them power. In the specialised world of women's popular fiction, Cookson has created her own territory. --
Review

From the Publisher
8 1-hour cassettes

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The
Fifteen Streets: A Novel is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Kurt Rose:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Fifteen Streets: A Novel, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Carlos Mendoza:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Fifteen Streets: A Novel your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The
The Fifteen Streets: A Novel giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Nathan Strong:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Fifteen Streets: A Novel or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes The Fifteen Streets: A Novel to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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