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April 2003: As his nation descends into chaos, an Iragi boy loots an ancient clay
tablet from along-forgotten vault in the Baghdad Museum of
Antiquities—unaware that his actions could ignite the war to end all wars.

Y ears later, on the eve of ahistoric Isragli-Palestinian peace accord, bodyguards
for Israel's prime minister gun down a possible assassin—and discover a blood-
stained note clutched in the dead man's hand.

With Middle Eastern tensions rapidly reaching the boiling point—in the wake of
afrightening wave of seemingly random revenge killings—Maggie Costello is
sent by Washington to try to keep the peace. A government negotiator with old
sinsto atone for, she immediately comes face-to-face with ancient secrets,
extremist violence, and sudden, inexplicable death. For Maggie seemsto hold the
key to the last unsolved riddle of the Bible—a shocking revelation that could end
the world's most bitter conflict . . . or leave the earth in ruins.
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April 2003: As his nation descends into chaos, an Iragi boy loots an ancient clay tablet from along-forgotten
vault in the Baghdad Museum of Antiquities—unaware that his actions could ignite the war to end all wars.

Y ears |ater, on the eve of a historic Isragli-Palestinian peace accord, bodyguards for Israel's prime minister
gun down a possible assassin—and discover a blood-stained note clutched in the dead man's hand.

With Middle Eastern tensions rapidly reaching the boiling point—in the wake of a frightening wave of
seemingly random revenge killings—Maggie Costello is sent by Washington to try to keep the peace. A
government negotiator with old sins to atone for, she immediately comes face-to-face with ancient secrets,
extremist violence, and sudden, inexplicable death. For Maggie seemsto hold the key to the last unsolved
riddle of the Bible—a shocking revelation that could end the world's most bitter conflict . . . or leave the
earthin ruins.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Bestseller Bourne (the pseudonym of British journalist Jonathan Freedland) follows his 2006 debut, The
Righteous Men, with another Jewish-themed thriller, a cliché-ridden hodgepodge. Weeks before a closely
fought U.S. presidential election, disgraced diplomat Maggie Costello comes out of self-imposed exile to
mediate afinal Isragli-Palestinian peace settlement. When a prominent right-wing academic, Shimon
Guttman, tries to reach the Isragli prime minister with an urgent message during a peace rally, security
guards gun him down because they fear he was trying to assassinate the prime minister. Costello joins with
Guttman's son to track down the secret his father uncovered that could radically affect the negotiations.
Bourne does nothing to endear Costello to readers by revealing the reason for her earlier diplomatic disgrace.
The ludicrous denouement involves a high-ranking official confessing to all his misdeeds while unknowingly
being filmed on aWeb cam. (May)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Israel and Palestine are about to sign a historic peace treaty. When a seemingly unmotivated series of killings
puts the treaty in jeopardy, U.S. government peace negotiator Maggie Costello is tasked with finding out
what's going on. She is shocked to learn not only that the victims have been carefully chosen but also that
they are being killed to protect a secret that, if it were revealed, could alter the very history of Christianity
itself. The book bears a dight similarity to Kathleen McGowan’s The Book of Love (2009), about the
purported discovery of a gospel written by Jesus, but this one has stronger political overtones. The avalanche
of thrillers involving religious conspiracies—thank you, Da Vinci Code—continues apace, and they range
from the excellent to the execrable. Rate this one somewhere nearer the former than the latter, although many
readers might find themselves, not long after they finish the book, trying in vain to keep it straight from al
the others of asimilar ilk. --David Pitt

From the Back Cover

April 2003: an Iragi boy loots an ancient clay tablet from along-forgotten vault in the Baghdad Museum of
Antiquities.

Yearslater, at arally for the signing of a historic deal between Isragl and the Palestinians, a suspected
assassin pushes through the crowd toward the Isragli prime minister. Bodyguards shoot the man dead. But in
his hand there is no gun—only a blood-stained note.

A series of seemingly random revenge killings follows and tensions boil over. Washington callsin star
peace-negotiator Maggie Costello. With her relationship in trouble and old sins to atone for, Maggie finds
herself in an impossible situation, especially when she discovers the murders are not random. Someoneis
killing archaeol ogists and historians—those who know the buried secrets of the ancient past.

Menaced on al sides by violent extremists, Costello is plunged into a mystery rooted in the last unsolved
riddle of the Bible. The truth could end hostilities—or spark the war to end all wars.
Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Janie Ross:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself ook for afiction books, thiskind of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The Last Testament will give you new experience in reading through a
book.

VernieRuiz:

This The Last Testament is brand new way for you who has fascination to ook for some information since it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or €lse you who still
having bit of digest in reading this The Last Testament can be the light food for you because the information
inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this book isthe answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one.

Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't missthis! Just read this
e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

William Fields:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
haveit in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Last Testament can give you alot
of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Last Testament.

Desiree Grajeda:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Last Testament to make your
personal reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especialy. It isto be
very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Last Testament can
to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
these time.
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