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In this generously illustrated book, scholar and teacher Robert Farris Thompson
gives us the definitive account of cool--not cool the adjective--cool the aesthetic;
the cool fundamental to the culture of the Black Atlantic and expressed in ideals
of balance and control; the cool of “creative matters, full of motion and
brilliance”; the cool of individual and social responsibility. Cool has ancient roots
in Nigeria, is still evident in “shared traits” of West African dance, and came to
the Americas with slaves who wove it into a rich and dynamic creole civilization.
No one is better able to uncover and recount this extraordinary story of change
and survival than Thompson, a polymath with a gift for insights into the
interconnectedness of cultures. He shows us the cool’s reinvention in
terminologies galore; clothing, gesture, and body language; sports, especially
basketball; music and dance; religious practices; and art in various guises,
yardshows and quilts, paintings and gallery installations. Cool is “the mask of
mind itself,” Thompson concludes, the means for attaining the calm and balance
of transcendence when facing difficulty, whether playing bebop and/or
confronting racist brutality.

This book brings together all Thompson’s writings on the cool, some hitherto
unpublished, many in out-of-print and hard-to-find publications.Together they
form an incomparable record of encounters and recognitions that began when the
U.S. was still segregated and unwilling to acknowledge the existence, let alone
the powers, of Black Atlantic culture. Thompson has played a leading role in
gaining recognition for the Black Atlantic and making African American
experiences into a subject of study at schools and universities. Aesthetic of the
Cool is one of his monumental achievements.
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In this generously illustrated book, scholar and teacher Robert Farris Thompson gives us the definitive
account of cool--not cool the adjective--cool the aesthetic; the cool fundamental to the culture of the Black
Atlantic and expressed in ideals of balance and control; the cool of “creative matters, full of motion and
brilliance”; the cool of individual and social responsibility. Cool has ancient roots in Nigeria, is still evident
in “shared traits” of West African dance, and came to the Americas with slaves who wove it into a rich and
dynamic creole civilization. No one is better able to uncover and recount this extraordinary story of change
and survival than Thompson, a polymath with a gift for insights into the interconnectedness of cultures. He
shows us the cool’s reinvention in terminologies galore; clothing, gesture, and body language; sports,
especially basketball; music and dance; religious practices; and art in various guises, yardshows and quilts,
paintings and gallery installations. Cool is “the mask of mind itself,” Thompson concludes, the means for
attaining the calm and balance of transcendence when facing difficulty, whether playing bebop and/or
confronting racist brutality.

This book brings together all Thompson’s writings on the cool, some hitherto unpublished, many in out-of-
print and hard-to-find publications.Together they form an incomparable record of encounters and
recognitions that began when the U.S. was still segregated and unwilling to acknowledge the existence, let
alone the powers, of Black Atlantic culture. Thompson has played a leading role in gaining recognition for
the Black Atlantic and making African American experiences into a subject of study at schools and
universities. Aesthetic of the Cool is one of his monumental achievements.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
ROBERT FARRIS THOMPSON is Colonel John Trumbull Professor and Master of Timothy Dwight
College, Yale University. LOWERY STOKES SIMS is curator at the Museum of Arts and Design, New
York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

Precisely why? Because this Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Charles Settles:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
just before. The Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music giving you another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Amy Sims:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music this reserve consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.



Randy Mosley:

This Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Aesthetic of the Cool:
Afro-Atlantic Art and Music can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and also knowledge.

Download and Read Online Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art
and Music By Robert Farris Thompson #2VN50CY9WKQ



Read Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert
Farris Thompson for online ebook

Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert Farris Thompson Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert Farris Thompson
books to read online.

Online Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert Farris Thompson
ebook PDF download

Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert Farris Thompson Doc

Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert Farris Thompson Mobipocket

Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert Farris Thompson EPub

2VN50CY9WKQ: Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music By Robert Farris Thompson


