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Funk: It'sthe only musical genre ever to have transformed the nation into a
throbbing army of bell-bottomed, hoop-earringed, rainbow-Afro'd warriors on
the dance floor. Its rhythms and lyrics turned bleak urban realties inside out with
distinctive, danceable, downright irresistable music.

Funk hasn't received the critical attention that rock, jazz, and the blues have-until
now. Colorful, intelligent, and in-you-face, Rickey Vincent's Funk celebrates the
songs, the musicians, the philosophy, and the meaning of funk. The book spans
from the early work of James Brown (the Godfather of Funk) through today,
covering funky soul (Stevie Wonder, the Temptations), so-called "black rock"
(Jimi Hendrix, Sly and the Family Stone, the Isely Brothers), jazz-funk (Miles
Davis, Herbie Hancock), monster funk (Parliament, Funkadelic, Bootsy's Rubber
Band), naked funk (Rick James, Gap Band), disco-funk (Chic, K.C. and the
Sunshine Band), funky pop (Kook & the Gang, Chaka Khan), P-Funk Hip Hop
(Digital Underground, De La Soul), funk-sampling rap (Ice Cube, Dr. Dre), funk
rock (Red Hot Chili Peppers, Primus), and more.

Funk tells avital, vibrant history-the history of a uniquely American music born

out of tradition and community, filled with energy, attitude, anger, hope, and an
irrepressible spirit.
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Funk: It's the only musical genre ever to have transformed the nation into a throbbing army of bell-bottomed,
hoop-earringed, rainbow-Afro'd warriors on the dance floor. Its rhythms and lyrics turned bleak urban
realties inside out with distinctive, danceable, downright irresistable music.

Funk hasn't received the critical attention that rock, jazz, and the blues have-until now. Colorful, intelligent,
and in-you-face, Rickey Vincent's Funk celebrates the songs, the musicians, the philosophy, and the meaning
of funk. The book spans from the early work of James Brown (the Godfather of Funk) through today,
covering funky soul (Stevie Wonder, the Temptations), so-called "black rock” (Jimi Hendrix, Sly and the
Family Stone, the Isely Brothers), jazz-funk (Miles Davis, Herbie Hancock), monster funk (Parliament,
Funkadelic, Bootsy's Rubber Band), naked funk (Rick James, Gap Band), disco-funk (Chic, K.C. and the
Sunshine Band), funky pop (Kook & the Gang, Chaka Khan), P-Funk Hip Hop (Digital Underground, De La
Soul), funk-sampling rap (Ice Cube, Dr. Dre), funk rock (Red Hot Chili Peppers, Primus), and more.

Funk tells avital, vibrant history-the history of a uniquely American music born out of tradition and
community, filled with energy, attitude, anger, hope, and an irrepressible spirit.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In hisintroduction, Clinton, the force behind Parliament/Funkadelic, defines the importance of "The Funk,"
aswell as Vincent's written history, as political assertions. "[ The] story told herein chronicles the
predicament the [music] industry facesin trying to monopolize their profiteering of Black Music.” By
examining the Black jazz and blues roots of funk, Vincent depicts a people more often than not robbed of
their music. Funk has remained considerably free from industry greed and gentrification due, argues Vincent,
toitsillicit power. In the next breath, he contends that James Brown, Sly Stone and Clinton owe as much to
the Beatles for their successes?particularly the 1967 Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band album, which
would influence Jimi Hendrix's Electric Ladyland and Clinton's own Free Y our Mind and Y our Ass Will
Follow. Vincent's funk is broad, encompassing Hendrix; Miles Davis; Earth, Wind, and Fire; and Dr. Dre.
It's true rap's sampling of funk classics brought new interest in sloppy, sexy jams. When rappers refused at
first to pay their dues, by way of recording royalties, they only helped to draw attention to such forgotten
bands as The Ohio Players and The Meters. Funk is an untidy quarrel of history, musicology and hearsay that
certifies the cultural heritage of a Hip Hop nation.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Whileit's usually easy to distinguish music that is funky from music that is not, it's much more difficult to
say what funk actualy is. In this book, Vincent, who has an all-funk show on KALX in California, attempts
to arrive at such a definition and to provide a historical overview of "The Funk" (as he callsit) from its
emergence as a recognizable element of black music in the 1960s to its varied manifestations in today's
popular culture. He does a good job of demonstrating how funkiness celebrates various aspects of African
American culture, many of which have historically not been valued by white society, and makes clear the
broad impact of various funk styles on American music. Unfortunately, Vincent's encyclopedic knowledge
of funk is not matched by a broad understanding of the larger musical context in which he wishesto placeit;
his stabs at music theory are weak and ill informed, and by the time he refers to the Rolling Stones as James
Brown imitators and to Ronald Shannon Jackson as a guitarist, the reader has come to the uncomfortable
conclusion that the author has bitten off far more than he can chew. Worst of all, Vincent's writing style
borders on unreadable: the sentence "It would be a measure of any hip black act in the seventies to come
with afunk bomb to get respect” is, unfortunately, typical. The book ends with a fine annotated discography,
but it's not enough to justify purchase. Not recommended.?Rick Anderson, Contoocook, N.H.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Funk, which with its sharp syncopation and improvisational freedom has had alasting impact on all popular
music, is finally the subject of a book-length study. Vincent provides substantial analysis of funk's musical
elements, especially its unique harmonies and rhythms, and the socia forces that shaped its development. He
focuses on well-and lesser-known innovators since the 1960s and on how such diverse elements as jazz and
African pop music fed into funk, and he concludes that rap and hip-hop have successfully continued to
incorporate funk's beat and lyrical edge. His book is strongest when he argues for recognizing the cultural
importance of George Clinton and the brigade of his Parliament-Funkadelic cohorts. Vincent shows that not
only did Clinton establish aframework for the explosive talents of bassist Bootsy Collins, keyboardist Bernie
Woffell, and others but "without polemics, militarism, or racially charged code words, Clinton's P-Funk
placed the African-American sensibility at the center of the universe, and ultimately at the center of history.”


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Aaron Cohen

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frank Monroe:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also become alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Funk: The Music, The
People, and The Rhythm of The Oneis kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

L atoya Jones.

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which isinside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
oneis appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Funk: The Music, The People, and The Rhythm of The One
as the daily resource information.

Eugene Meunier:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Funk: The Music,
The People, and The Rhythm of The One.

Michael Blossom:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Funk: The Music, The People, and The Rhythm
of The One can give you alot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? L et's have Funk: The Music, The People,
and The Rhythm of The One.
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