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Havana, the legendary capital of Cuba, bears the traces of every stage of the
island's rich history, from its indigenous traditions to the introduction of
European culture in the late fifteenth century to the development of the unique
amalgam of these influences that is unmistakably Cuban. In this exquisite
volume, author María Luisa Lobo Montalvo presents the architecture and history
of Havana—part of which has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage
Site—in an accessible and engaging text and specially commissioned color
photographs.

Among the structures featured are the famed great forts such as Castillo del
Morro and Castillo de la Punta, the city's oldest extant structures; an array of
houses, from all periods of Havana's history and in all styles, simultaneously
offering architectural and cultural history; and the great churches, including the
Church of La Merced and the great baroque Havana Cathedral, and institutional
structures, such as the magnificent Palace of the Captains General, showing the
public face of Havana at its most resplendent.

Discussions of each phase of the city's development are accompanied by detailed
case studies of the period's most significant buildings, which include the
architectural history and heritage of each structure as well as comprehensive new
and archival documentation, including photographs, prints, paintings, and
historical artifacts. Throughout her presentation of the buildings, Lobo Montalvo
reveals the unique expression of design and decorative elements, customs and
traditions that characterize the architecture of Havana.
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Havana, the legendary capital of Cuba, bears the traces of every stage of the island's rich history, from its
indigenous traditions to the introduction of European culture in the late fifteenth century to the development
of the unique amalgam of these influences that is unmistakably Cuban. In this exquisite volume, author
María Luisa Lobo Montalvo presents the architecture and history of Havana—part of which has been
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site—in an accessible and engaging text and specially commissioned
color photographs.

Among the structures featured are the famed great forts such as Castillo del Morro and Castillo de la Punta,
the city's oldest extant structures; an array of houses, from all periods of Havana's history and in all styles,
simultaneously offering architectural and cultural history; and the great churches, including the Church of La
Merced and the great baroque Havana Cathedral, and institutional structures, such as the magnificent Palace
of the Captains General, showing the public face of Havana at its most resplendent.

Discussions of each phase of the city's development are accompanied by detailed case studies of the period's
most significant buildings, which include the architectural history and heritage of each structure as well as
comprehensive new and archival documentation, including photographs, prints, paintings, and historical
artifacts. Throughout her presentation of the buildings, Lobo Montalvo reveals the unique expression of
design and decorative elements, customs and traditions that characterize the architecture of Havana.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Now that Cuba's doors are beginning to open to its northern neighbor, a generation for which Cuba has been
a blank slate is coming to appreciate the unique cultural riches that the country has to offer. Much of the
island nation's art and architectural patrimony centers on Havana. Lobo Montalvo has documented the city's
growth from a fortified colonial outpost to a twentieth-century metropolis. Although she died in 1998 after
creating a manuscript version of her highly personal history of Havana, her children completed this
sumptuous volume, and it stands as one of the best currently available records of the city's physical growth.
Using extant provincial structures, Lobo Montalvo illustrates what some of Havana's first buildings must
have looked like. She traces the city's colonial growth from the first fortifications guarding the city's
strategically valuable harbor through its Spanish heyday into independence. Outstanding color photographs
document the rich architectural and decorative history of old Havana. Simultaneously published in Spanish,
this colorful volume contributes to an understanding of Havana's key role as a leading city of the Western
Hemisphere. Mark Knoblauch
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
María Luisa Lobo Montalvo, daughter of Cuban sugar magnate Julio Lobo Olavarría, had a deep passion for
her homeland which was reflected in all aspects of her life and continued throughout her years of exile.
Among her many cultural activities were film production, writing, and lecturing. Lobo Montalvo died in
1998, at the age of sixty-three, shortly after completing the manuscript for Havana: History and Architecture
of a Romantic City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Riser:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Havana: History and Architecture
of a Romantic City, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Kenneth Kelly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Havana: History and Architecture of a
Romantic City book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Havana: History and Architecture
of a Romantic City as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

David Kane:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Havana: History and Architecture of a Romantic City can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

Matthew Sewell:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Havana: History and Architecture of a Romantic City this book consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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