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In his New York Times bestselling chronicle of military life, Anthony Swofford
weaves his experiences in war with vivid accounts of boot camp, reflections on
the mythos of the marines, and remembrances of battles with lovers and family.

When the U.S. Marines -- or "jarheads" -- were sent to Saudi Arabia in 1990 for
the first Gulf War, Anthony Swofford was there. He lived in sand for six months;
he was punished by boredom and fear; he considered suicide, pulled a gun on a
fellow marine, and was targeted by both enemy and friendly fire. As engagement
with the Iraqis drew near, he was forced to consider what it means to be an
American, a soldier, a son of a soldier, and a man.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A witty, profane, down-in-the-sand account of the war many only know from CNN, this former sniper's
debut is a worthy addition to the battlefield memoir genre. There isn't a bit of heroic posturing as Swofford
describes the sheer terror of being fired upon by Iraqi troops; the elite special forces warrior freely admits
wetting himself once rockets start exploding around his unit's encampment. But the adrenaline of battle is
fleeting, and Swofford shows how it's in the waiting that soldiers are really made. With blunt language and
bittersweet humor, he vividly recounts the worrying, drinking, joking, lusting and just plain sitting around
that his troop endured while wondering if they would ever put their deadly skills to use. As Operation Desert
Shield becomes Desert Storm, one of Swofford's fellow snipers-the most macho of the bunch-solicits a hug
from each man. "We are about to die in combat, so why not get one last hug, one last bit of physical contact,"
Swofford writes. "And through the hugs [he] helps make us human again." When they do finally fight,
Swofford questions whether the men are as prepared as their commanders, the American public and the men
themselves think they are. Swofford deftly uses flashbacks to chart his journey from a wide-eyed adolescent
with a family military legacy to a hardened fighter who becomes consumed with doubt about his chosen role.
As young soldiers might just find themselves deployed to the deserts of Iraq, this book offers them, as well
as the casual reader, an unflinching portrayal of the loneliness and brutality of modern warfare and
sophisticated analyses of-and visceral reactions to-its politics.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
In 1990, Swofford, a young Marine sniper, went to Saudi Arabia with dreams of vaporizing Iraqi skulls into
clouds of "pink mist." As he recounts in this aggressively uninspiring Gulf War memoir, his youthful
bloodlust was never satisfied. After spending months cleaning sand out of his rifle—so feverish with
murderous anticipation that he almost blows a buddy's head off after an argument—Swofford ends up merely
a spectator of a lopsided battle waged with bombs, not bullets. The rage the soldiers feel, their hopes of
combat frustrated, is "nearly unendurable." Swofford's attempts at brutal honesty sometimes seem
cartoonish: "Rape them all, kill them all" is how he sums up his military ethic. He is better at comic
descriptions—gas masks malfunctioning in the desert heat, camels picked off during target practice—that
capture the stupid side of a smart-bomb war.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
Swofford hated being a marine, but he was apparently a good and skilled soldier during his service. He was
recruited from the ranks of grunts for a reconnaissance and sniping squad and was on the front line of the
Gulf War's ground attack. In this memoir, Swofford's portrayal of the battlefield also contains flashbacks and
flash-forwards of his personal life, which serve as platforms for his recurrent cynicism. Expressing it gives
Swofford's prose an exaggerated style as he searches for variant descriptions for his anger over military
decorations, girlfriends, civilians, and the purpose of the war he fought. Death lurks in Swofford's story, for
he contemplated suicide, worried about being killed by enemy or friendly fire, and witnessed the deaths of
Iraqi soldiers. Writing graphically and in the marines' defiantly vulgar argot, Swofford candidly exhibits his
negative feelings--and his comradeship with buddies belly to the sand. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allison Price:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Jarhead: A Marine's
Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jeffery Bruce:

The knowledge that you get from Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles may be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf
War and Other Battles giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Jarhead: A
Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles instantly.

John Champlin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles as the daily
resource information.

George Medrano:

Why? Because this Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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