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Pulitzer Prize–winning historian James MacGregor Burns’s definitive look
at the power of transformational leadership, from Moses to Machiavelli to
Martin Luther King Jr.

Historian and political scientist James MacGregor Burns has spent much of his
career documenting the use and misuse of power by leaders throughout history.
In this groundbreaking study, Burns examines the qualities that make certain
leaders—in America and elsewhere—succeed as transformative figures. Through
insightful anecdotes and historical analysis, Burns scrutinizes the charisma,
vision, and persuasive power of individuals able to imbue followers with a
common sense of purpose, from the founding fathers to FDR, Ghandi to
Napoleon. Since its original publication in 1970, Leadership has set the standard
for scholarship in the field.
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Editorial Review

Review

 “An impressive book.” —The Washington Post
 
“[I]n this new book . . . Burns demonstrates that he is not only one of America’s outstanding political
scientists but a major social philosopher as well.” —City News
 

From the Back Cover

One of America's leading historians on the role of leadership in American history.

About the Author

James MacGregor Burns (b. 1918) is a bestselling American historian and political scientist whose work has
earned both the National Book Award and a Pulitzer Prize. Born in Boston, Burns fell in love with politics
and history at an early age. He earned his BA at Williams College, where he returned to teach history and
political science after obtaining his PhD at Harvard and serving in World War II. Burns’s two-volume
biography of Franklin Roosevelt is considered the definitive examination of the politician’s rise to power,
and his groundbreaking writing on the subject of political leadership has influenced scholars for decades. He
currently serves as the Woodrow Wilson Professor of Government Emeritus at Williams College and as
Distinguished Leadership Scholar at the University of Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Ring:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Leadership will make you to become smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or
reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Jacob Gray:

The e-book with title Leadership posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.



Jon Pittenger:

You can get this Leadership by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Timothy Kahle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Leadership.
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