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The third century AD was a turbulent and testing time for the Roman Empire. A
new and powerful foe in the east had risen up to challenge Rome directly.
Barbarians on the northern frontiers were now more aggressive and more
numerous than before and internally the population of the empire had to contend
with rampant inflation and a series of terrible plagues. Unfortunately, the chaos
became magnified by a lack of continuity on the imperial throne. The army had
real political power in the third century, making and unmaking emperors as it
saw fit. It had been aided in this by Septimius Severus, the African emperor who
had won out in the civil wars following Commodus’ assassination. He increased
the army’s pay and granted other privileges. While the army gained rapidly in
size, stature and political savvy during the reign of Septimius Severus, it also
accelerated a material transformation. Armor, shields, helmets, swords and
javelins all began to be replaced with new styles. Legions in Crisis looks closely
at the new styles of arms and armor, comparing their construction, use and
effectiveness to the more familiar types of Roman kit used by soldiers fighting
the earlier Dacian and Marcomannic Wars. What did this transformation in
military technology mean for the tactical choices used on the battlefield?
Although the outcome had looked in doubt, the army and the empire it protected
weathered the storm to emerge into the fourth century fully able to tackle the
challenges of a new age.
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The third century AD was a turbulent and testing time for the Roman Empire. A new and powerful foe in the
east had risen up to challenge Rome directly. Barbarians on the northern frontiers were now more aggressive
and more numerous than before and internally the population of the empire had to contend with rampant
inflation and a series of terrible plagues. Unfortunately, the chaos became magnified by a lack of continuity
on the imperial throne. The army had real political power in the third century, making and unmaking
emperors as it saw fit. It had been aided in this by Septimius Severus, the African emperor who had won out
in the civil wars following Commodus’ assassination. He increased the army’s pay and granted other
privileges. While the army gained rapidly in size, stature and political savvy during the reign of Septimius
Severus, it also accelerated a material transformation. Armor, shields, helmets, swords and javelins all began
to be replaced with new styles. Legions in Crisis looks closely at the new styles of arms and armor,
comparing their construction, use and effectiveness to the more familiar types of Roman kit used by soldiers
fighting the earlier Dacian and Marcomannic Wars. What did this transformation in military technology
mean for the tactical choices used on the battlefield? Although the outcome had looked in doubt, the army
and the empire it protected weathered the storm to emerge into the fourth century fully able to tackle the
challenges of a new age.
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Editorial Review

Review
A good read for anyone interested in the Roman Army or in how military institutions learn and grow.
(Strategy Page)

About the Author
Paul Elliott has an honours degree in ancient history and archaeology from the University of Wales Cardiff.
He has a tremendous passion for ancient history, Roman in particular, and is involved in Roman military re-
enactment. Much of this is done in the spirit of historical reconstruction and experimentation. Paul has also
written articles for Ancient Warfare magazine, Military Wargames and Wargames Illustrated as well as the
gaming magazines Adventurer and Arcane. He lives in East Yorkshire

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baxter:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Legions in Crisis:
Transformation of the Roman Soldier AD 192–284? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Christina Ruiz:

The book Legions in Crisis: Transformation of the Roman Soldier AD 192–284 make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Legions in Crisis: Transformation of the Roman Soldier AD 192–284 to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a book Legions in Crisis: Transformation of the Roman Soldier
AD 192–284. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Nancy Leto:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more



imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Legions in Crisis: Transformation of the Roman Soldier AD 192–284, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a publication.

Terry Hollis:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Legions in Crisis: Transformation of the Roman
Soldier AD 192–284 can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Legions in Crisis:
Transformation of the Roman Soldier AD 192–284.
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