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Compared to how it looked 150 years ago at the eve of the colonial conquest,
today’ s Indiais almost completely unrecognizable. A sovereign nation, with a
teeming, industrious population, it is an economic powerhouse and the world's
largest democracy. It can boast of robust legal institutions and a dizzying
plurality of cultures, in addition to alively and unrestricted print and electronic
media. The question is how did it get to whereit is now?

Covering the period from 1800 to 1950, this study of about a dozen makers of
modern Indiais avaluable addition to India s cultural and intellectual history.
More specifically, it shows how through the very act of writing, often in English,
these thought leaders reconfigured Indian society. The very act of writing itself
became endowed with almost a charismatic authority, which continued to
influence generations that came after the exit of the authors from the national
stage.

By examining the lives and works of key players in the making of contemporary
India, this study assesses their relationships with British colonialism and Indian
traditions. Moreover, it analyzes how their use of the English language helped
shape Indian modernity, thus giving rise to auniquely Indian version of
liberalism. The period was the fiery crucible from which an almost impossibly
diverse and pluralistic new nation emerged through debate, dialogue, conflict,
confrontation, and reconciliation.

The author shows how the struggle for Indiawas not only with British
colonialism and imperialism, but also with itself and its past. He traces the
religious and social reforms that laid the groundwork for the modern sub-
continental state, proposed and advocated in English by the native voices that
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influenced the formation India s society. Merging culture, politics, language, and
literature, thisis a path breaking volume that adds much to our understanding of
anation that looks set to achieve much in the coming century.
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Compared to how it looked 150 years ago at the eve of the colonia conquest, today’s Indiais almost
completely unrecognizable. A sovereign nation, with ateeming, industrious population, it is an economic
powerhouse and the world’ s largest democracy. It can boast of robust legal institutions and a dizzying
plurality of cultures, in addition to alively and unrestricted print and electronic media. The question is how
did it get to where it is now?

Covering the period from 1800 to 1950, this study of about a dozen makers of modern Indiais avaluable
addition to India’s cultural and intellectual history. More specifically, it shows how through the very act of
writing, often in English, these thought |eaders reconfigured Indian society. The very act of writing itself
became endowed with almost a charismatic authority, which continued to influence generations that came
after the exit of the authors from the national stage.

By examining the lives and works of key playersin the making of contemporary India, this study assesses
their relationships with British colonialism and Indian traditions. Moreover, it analyzes how their use of the
English language hel ped shape Indian modernity, thus giving rise to a uniquely Indian version of liberalism.
The period was the fiery crucible from which an almost impossibly diverse and pluralistic new nation
emerged through debate, dialogue, conflict, confrontation, and reconciliation.

The author shows how the struggle for Indiawas not only with British colonialism and imperialism, but also
with itself and its past. He traces the religious and social reforms that laid the groundwork for the modern
sub-continental state, proposed and advocated in English by the native voices that influenced the formation
India’'s society. Merging culture, politics, language, and literature, thisis a path breaking volume that adds
much to our understanding of a nation that 1ooks set to achieve much in the coming century.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Itisprimarily areappraisa of many of the figures of Indian modernity with frequent comments on their
legacy in postcolonial India. ... Thisbook will be indispensable for scholars of Indian English Literature for
yearsto come.” (Rohit Dutta Roy, essaysinhistory.com, 2014)

"The book offers a fascinating gateway into the rich tapestry of ideas, aspirations, and narratives which
undergird the formation of independent India. As Paranjape shows, India's emergence from colonial rule was
not so much alinear historical process but rather the result of multiple, sometimes overlapping and
sometimes conflicting, social-political imaginaries. One intriguing feature of his account is the accent on the
role played by English speaking and writing Indians - dubbed here 'Indian English Authority' - during
successive generations from Rammohun Roy to Tagore, Aurobindo, and Gandhi."

-Fred Dallmayr, University of Notre Dame and author of Dialogue among Civilizations and Between
Tradition and Modernity: India's Search for Identity.

"Over the last two centuries, Indian English has emerged as a medium of expression of the national identity
of Indians as distinct from their regional identity. In playing this highly creative role, Indian English drew on
what Makarand Paranjape calls India' s ‘ usable past’--a past that happily has not been erased, indeed cannot
be erased. The use of the ‘usable past’, it is argued, has made Indian English a genuinely Indian
phenomenon. This most welcome book is an indispensable guide to any one looking for a deep
understanding of the Modern Indian mind asiit expressesitself in and through Indian English.”

-Anthony J. Parel, University of Calgary, author of The Machiavellian Cosmos (1992) and
Gandhi's Philosophy and the Quest for Harmony (2006).

From the Back Cover

Today’s Indiais almost completely unrecognizable from what it was at the eve of the colonial conquest. A
sovereign nation, with ateeming, industrious population, it is an economic powerhouse and the world's
largest democracy. The question is how did it get to where it is now?

Covering the period from 1800 to 1950, this study of about a dozen makers of modern Indiais avaluable
addition to India’s cultural and intellectual history. More specifically, it shows how through the very act of
writing, often in English, Indian society was radically reconfigured. Writing itself became endowed with
almost a charismatic authority, which continued to influence generations, long after the author’ s death.

By examining the lives and works of the makers of contemporary India, this study assesses their
relationships with British colonialism and Indian traditions. Through debate, dialogue, conflict,
confrontation, and reconciliation, India struggled not only with British colonialism, but also with itself and
its own past, thus giving rise to a uniquely Indian version of liberalism.

The religious and social reforms that laid the groundwork for the modern sub-continental state were
proposed and advocated in English by prominent native voices. Merging culture, politics, language, and



literature, this pathbreaking volume adds considerably to our understanding of a nation that |ooks set to
achieve greater heights in the coming decades.

About the Author

Makarand R. Paranjape is Professor of English in the Centre for English Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi. He was educated at St. Stephen's College, University of Delhi (B.A. Hons.) and at
the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA (Masters and Ph.D.). He is the author/editor of over
thirty-five books which include works of criticism, poetry, and fiction, and has also published over 125
academic papersin books or journals published from India and abroad. His latest work includes the two
monographs Another Canon: Indian Texts and Traditions in English (2009) andAltered Destinations: Self,
Society, and Nation in India (2010).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Andrade:

The book Making India: Colonialism, National Culture, and the Afterlife of Indian English Authority
(Sophia Studiesin Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Making India:
Coloniaism, National Culture, and the Afterlife of Indian English Authority (Sophia Studiesin Cross-
cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou may know everything
if you like available and read a guide Making India: Colonialism, National Culture, and the Afterlife of
Indian English Authority (Sophia Studies in Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures). Kinds of
book are several. It meansthat, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Ann Bland:

Exactly why? Because this Making India: Colonialism, National Culture, and the Afterlife of Indian English
Authority (Sophia Studiesin Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
ideainside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So, still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

John Street:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like



comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Making India:
Colonialism, National Culture, and the Afterlife of Indian English Authority (Sophia Studiesin Cross-
cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Making India: Colonialism, National Culture, and the
Afterlife of Indian English Authority (Sophia Studies in Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and
Cultures) become your personal starter.

Joshua Atkins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Making India: Colonialism, National Culture,
and the Afterlife of Indian English Authority (Sophia Studiesin Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and
Cultures) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Making India: Colonialism, National Culture, and the Afterlife of Indian English Authority
(Sophia Studiesin Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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