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Oxford University political theorist Stein Ringen offers a thought-provoking
meditation on the art of democratic rule: how does a government persuade the
people to accept its authority? Every government must make unpopular demands
of its citizens, from levying taxes to enforcing laws and monitoring compliance
to regulations. The challenge, Ringen argues, is that power is not enough; the
populace must also be willing to be led. Ringen addresses this political
conundrum unabashedly, using the United States and Britain as his prime
examples, providing sharp opinions and cogent analyses on how the culture of
national obedience is created and nurtured. He explores the paths leaders must
choose if they wish to govern by authority rather than power, or, as the
philosopher Immanuel Kant put it, to “maintain order in a nation of devils.”
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a terrific book that I can imagine readers turning back to again and again.  It is a major contribution
to the literature of political science. One of Ringen's greatest accomplishments here is that he reminds
readers why this field was interesting in the first place."—Alan Wolfe, Boston College
(Alan Wolfe)

“Nation of Devils crackles with dry epigrams. It reminds readers of how the supply-side of politics—law and
government—is often neglected for the noisy demand-side that is the purview of voters and lobbyists”—The
Economist
(The Economist 2013-10-05)

“Cast[s] fresh light on a tired subject. . . . Nation of Devils crackles with dry epigrams. It reminds readers of
how the supply-side of politics—law and government—is often neglected for the noisy demand-side that is
the purview of voters and lobbyists. Demanding and idealistic, yes. But also a democracy for
grown-ups.”—The Economist
(The Economist)

".. lively and thoughtful .. crisp and no-nonsense. Ringen's thesis is that better political leadership is
possible."—Mark Mazower, Financial Times
(Mark Mazower Financial Times 2013-10-26)

About the Author

Stein Ringen is professor emeritus of sociology and social policy at Oxford University. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

The book Nation of Devils: Democratic Leadership and the Problem of Obedience make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Nation of
Devils: Democratic Leadership and the Problem of Obedience being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a publication Nation of Devils: Democratic Leadership
and the Problem of Obedience. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Yvonne Wagner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Nation of Devils: Democratic Leadership and the Problem of Obedience your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Nation of Devils: Democratic Leadership and the Problem of
Obedience giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Chester Walters:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Nation of Devils: Democratic Leadership and
the Problem of Obedience publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Nation of Devils: Democratic Leadership and the Problem of Obedience as good book not merely by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jeffery Bruce:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nation of Devils: Democratic Leadership and
the Problem of Obedience can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?
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