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The first detailed treatment of the Chinese homosexual tradition in any Western
language, Passions of the Cut Seeve shatters preconceptions and stereotypes.
Gone is the image of the sternly puritanical Confucian as sole representative of
Chinese sexua practices—and with it the justification for the modern Chinese
insistence that homosexuality is a recent import from the decadent West.
Rediscovering the male homosexual tradition in China provides a startling new
perspective on Chinese society and adds richly to our understanding of
homosexuality.

Bret Hinsch's reconstruction of the Chinese homosexual past reveal s unexpected
scenes. An emperor on his deathbed turns over the seals of the empireto amale
beloved; two men marry each other with elaborate wedding rituals; parents sell
their son into prostitution. The tradition portrays men from al levels of
society—emperors, transvestite actors, rapists, elegant scholars, licentious
monks, and even the nameless poor.

Drawing from dynastic histories, erotic novels, popular Buddhist tracts, love
poetry, legal cases, and joke books, Passions of the Cut Seeve evokes the
complex and fascinating male homosexual tradition in Chinafrom the Bronze
Age until its declinein recent times.
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The first detailed treatment of the Chinese homosexual tradition in any Western language, Passions of the
Cut Seeve shatters preconceptions and stereotypes. Gone is the image of the sternly puritanical Confucian as
sole representative of Chinese sexual practices—and with it the justification for the modern Chinese
insistence that homosexuality is a recent import from the decadent West. Rediscovering the male
homosexua tradition in China provides a startling new perspective on Chinese society and adds richly to our
understanding of homosexuality.

Bret Hinsch's reconstruction of the Chinese homosexual past reveals unexpected scenes. An emperor on his
deathbed turns over the seals of the empire to a male beloved; two men marry each other with elaborate
wedding rituals; parents sell their son into prostitution. The tradition portrays men from all levels of
society—emperors, transvestite actors, rapists, elegant scholars, licentious monks, and even the nameless
poor.

Drawing from dynastic histories, erotic novels, popular Buddhist tracts, love poetry, legal cases, and joke
books, Passions of the Cut Seeve evokes the complex and fascinating male homosexual tradition in China
from the Bronze Age until its decline in recent times.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Harvard scholar Hinsch's careful study belies the official Chinese notion that homosexuality is a recent
import from the decadent West. Photos.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Hinsch cites evidence of the homosexual tradition in China derived primarily from literature--novels, poetry,
and (often very frank and graphic) humor--and secondarily from historical documents. This evidence reveals
societal attitudes toward various facets of the issue, such as superior-inferior relationships, prostitution, and
political corruption. Examples from the earlier dynasties are few, and here Hinsch often resorts to reading
between the lines; throughout there are conclusions based on supposition or assumptions. Nevertheless, the
material iswell covered, and monographic treatment of the topic is scanty. Recommended for Chinese and
gay studies collections.

- Kenneth W. Berger, Duke Univ. Lib., Durham, N.C.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"This study sheds light on an important aspect of Chinese socia history about which virtually nothing has
been written previously, and does so with sensitivity, good sense, and grace. It opens entirely new vistas on
the history of sexuality. Readers will learn new and unexpected things not only about Chinese history and
homosexuality, but about human nature itself.”--John Boswell, Y ale University

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Anthony Green:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The
Male Homosexua Tradition in Chinathat give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world agreat deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wants to end up being success
person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Passions of
the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in China become your persona starter.

Alexander Snider:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be examine. Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in China can be your answer



since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

L eticia Bennet:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book hasalot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this sort of us hovel, comics, and soon. The Passions of
the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in China offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Alfonso Unruh:

That book can make you to fedl relax. This particular book Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male
Homosexual Tradition in Chinawas multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexua Tradition in China has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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