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This book provides readers with atopical, socia-anthropol ogical introduction to
the Middle East. It synthesizes historical, ethnographic, and socioeconomic data
within asocia science framework., and placesin proper context the region's
distinctive “way of life” —which has aways been at the crossroads of cultures
and civilizations. Comprehensive and straightforward coverage includes
distinctive theoretical forms without the use of socia science jargon.. Chapter
topics include the prophet, religion, identity, and culture of 1slam; communal
identities and ethnic groups; pastoralism and nomadic society; agriculture and the
changing village; cities and urban life; women and the social order; leadership,
patronage, and tribalism as local organizations of power; and challenges and
dilemmas facing the Middle East today. For individuals who want to explore
problems, patterns, and cultural processes of the area known as the “ central
Middle East.”
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
Preface

Thisisthe second edition of abook that has gone through more than twenty printings since its original
publication in 1983. The unexpected vitality of the original edition was as pleasant as it was unexpected. In
the normal course of events, reports about regions and people have arelatively short shelf life. The fact that
the first edition has continued to be read indicates, to us at least, that there is a sense in which social
scientific findings have a cumulative quality that goes beyond the fads of the moment. It would also seem
that thereis aneed for scholarly reporting that is broadly accessible and relatively free from an overburden
of scholarly jargon and theoretical minutiae. The first edition had this as an explicit goal, and to some extent
at least, it seemsthat it was successful. We hope that this edition is equally useful.

This anthropological essay builds on nearly three decades of teaching and research by both authorsin various
countries of the Middle East and in neighboring regionsin Africa, the Balkans, and Central Asia. Asfriends
and colleagues of long standing, we have maintained an ongoing dial ogue about the craft of anthropology
and what it offers the student of Middle Eastern society. Our different but complementary points of departure
and field experiences have helped, we feel, to make our discussions particularly fruitful. This book has no
senior author. Indeed, it would not be possible to attribute any passage or section to any one of us; the
venture was truly collaborative in all respects. In the first edition the actual, sometimes tedious, process of
writing and revising was done in joint sessions; in this edition we had relatively brief but intensive sessions
of joint work, but the actual crafting of chapters was necessarily done while working on separate continents,
with Bates often in Turkey and Rassam in New Y ork.

Asthetitle suggests, we see this book as an exercise in socia anthropology. To that extent, our objectives
are to provide a synthesis of what we feel our discipline has been able to contribute to an understanding of
thisimportant area of the world. We have avoided theoretical polemics and specialized jargon in the hopes of
avoiding acommon social science tendency to mystify and thereby to explain less than is already known by
common sense.

Our point of departure—in fact, the assumption underlying the analysis we provide—is that explanations of
cultural institutions and social processes must be relatable to the behavior of individuals, their needs, values,
and motivations. Individual decisions and actions, indeed, behavior of all sorts, take place in the context of
particular socia or cultural settings. These social and cultural settings are themselves shaped by the
momentum of a specific history. Not only do the material constraints of the moment affect the strategies of
individuals today, but the particular ways in which material problems or opportunities were handled in the
past also influence current choices.

Systems of values, norms, and religious beliefs are also an integral part of socia process. Not only does an
ideationa system give meaning to individuals' actions, but the system itself is a source of constraints facing
the individual and society, as well as an arenain which people compete. Individuals and groups use
ideologies of all sorts asthey strive for power—to control resources, gain prestige, and influence outcomes.
Although we have not paid great attention to national-level politics and economics, we have consistently
kept this larger and important context in view as we developed our analysis. It would not be too much to say
that afull understanding of the activities of peoplein the most remote village today requires an awareness of



how that community fitsinto a national, indeed, aworld economic and political system.

Many people are to be thanked for the assistance they have rendered us directly or indirectly Both of uswere
students of William Schorger at the University of Michigan at critical junctures of our intellectual growth. To
him we express that special thanks due to one's teachers. We also want to acknowledge our special
intellectual debt to Eric Wolf, who as teacher, friend, critic, and colleague, stimulated and challenged us over
many years. In fact, at the outset of this enterprise, we took as amodel his early book, Sons of the Shaking
Earth, which describes the cultural history of the valley of Mexico. To us, this book exemplifies a superb
treatment of acomplex historical and cultural tradition, atreatment at once elegant, sympathetic, and honest.

Of the many friends and colleagues who assisted us by the critical reading of parts of the present manuscript,
we would like to thank Ayse Alalin, Alan Duben, David Gilmore, Greg Johnson, Ugur Komecoglu, Luci
Saunders, Aseel Sawaha, Ali Murat Yel, Judith Tucker, and at least two anonymous but very constructive
readers. Luci Saunders, afriend of long standing, was especially encouraging and thoughtful in urging this
revision at a time when the undertaking was languishing. Ron and Nancy Adams, Goble Messer, and Joe
Morris provided much needed help to Bates while he was ignoring his family and neighborly obligations.
Ulku Ulkusal, Marc de Clercg, Jonathon Shanon, Asedl Sawalha, Caglar Keyder, and Harald Skogseid
kindly made available photos for use. Three colleagues at Istanbul Bilgi University, Arus Yumul, Alan
Duben, and Ugur Komecoglu, were especially generous in sharing their time and thoughts. Among other
colleagues at Bilgi University, Didem Danis, Duygun Erim, and Aybike Hatemi were unfailing in their
practical and moral support.

One person deserves special acknowledgment. Judith Tucker read the entire manuscript not once but at
several stages, and offered detailed suggestions for its intellectual coverage and for improvement of the
manuscript both in terms of content and in presentation. Her contribution is greatly appreciated. Two other
individuals worked closely with us during the final four months during which we struggled to bring many
pieces together. Christina Mitrakos, our research assistant in New Y ork working out of Hunter College with
Bates and Rassam, sought out books and other sources, gathered data for several of the chapters, and
prepared the figures and tables and the bibliography. Aye Akalm, working with Bates in Istanbul, also
provided numerous sources, gathered awealth of data and downloaded material from the Internet. Both, we
are confident, will go on to fine careersin the social sciences. We also wish to acknowledge the helpful
comments provided by the following individuals who reviewed the original manuscript for Prentice Hall:
William Irons of Northwestern University and Charles L. Redman of Arizona State. Kathleen Borowik
prepared all maps, for which we are grateful. All photographs not otherwise credited were supplied by the
authors.

The system of trandliteration generally used is that recommended by The International Journal of Middle
Eastern Studies. However, we have deviated from it where purposes of clarity might be served.

Daniel Bates, |stanbul
Amal Rassam, New Y ork City

From the Back Cover

This book provides readers with a topical, socia-anthropological introduction to the Middle East. It
synthesizes historical, ethnographic, and socioeconomic data within a social science framework., and places
in proper context the region's distinctive “way of life’—which has aways been at the crossroads of cultures
and civilizations. Comprehensive and straightforward coverage includes distinctive theoretical forms without
the use of social science jargon.. Chapter topics include the prophet, religion, identity, and culture of 1dam;
communal identities and ethnic groups; pastoralism and nomadic society; agriculture and the changing
village; cities and urban life; women and the social order; leadership, patronage, and tribalism as local



organizations of power; and challenges and dilemmas facing the Middle East today. For individuals who
want to explore problems, patterns, and cultural processes of the area known as the “central Middle East.”
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jim Martin:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. Peopleis human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when



the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
Peoples and Cultures of the Middle East (2nd Edition).

Joyce McDonald:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Peoples and Cultures of the Middle East (2nd
Edition), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of
hangout typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified
asreading friends.

Olive Griffin:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The Peoples and Cultures of the Middle East (2nd Edition) provide you with new experience in examining a
book.

Johnny Grady:

Y ou will get this Peoples and Cultures of the Middle East (2nd Edition) by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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