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What are the implications of philosophical pragmatism for international relations
theory and foreign policy practice? According to John Ryder, “aforeign policy
built on pragmatist principlesis neither naive nor dangerous. In fact, it isvery
much what both the U.S. and the world are currently in need of.” Close observers
of Barack Obama’ s foreign policy statements have also raised the possibility of a
distinctly pragmatist approach to international relations. Absent from the three
dominant theoretical perspectivesin the field—realism, idealism and
constructivism—is any mention of pragmatism, except in the very limited,
instrumentalist sense of choosing appropriate foreign policy toolsto achieve
proposed policy objectives. The key commitments of any international relations
approach in the pragmatist tradition could include a flexible approach to crafting
policy ends, theory integrally related to practice, a concern for both the normative
and explanatory dimensions of international relations research, and policy means
treated as hypotheses for experimental testing. Following the example of classic
pragmatists such as John Dewey and neo-pragmatists like Richard Rorty,
international relations scholars and foreign policy practitioners would have to
forgo grand theories, instead embracing a situationally-specific approach to
understanding and addressing emerging global problems. Unfortunately,
commentary on the relationship between philosophical pragmatism and
international relations has been limited. The authors in Philosophical
Pragmatism and International Relations remedies this lacuna by exploring ways
in which philosophical pragmatism, both classic and contemporary, can inform
international relations theory and foreign policy practice today.
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What are the implications of philosophical pragmatism for international relations theory and foreign policy
practice? According to John Ryder, “aforeign policy built on pragmatist principlesis neither naive nor
dangerous. In fact, it is very much what both the U.S. and the world are currently in need of.” Close
observers of Barack Obama’s foreign policy statements have also raised the possibility of adistinctly
pragmatist approach to international relations. Absent from the three dominant theoretical perspectivesin the
field—realism, idealism and constructivism—is any mention of pragmatism, except in the very limited,
instrumentalist sense of choosing appropriate foreign policy tools to achieve proposed policy objectives. The
key commitments of any international relations approach in the pragmatist tradition could include a flexible
approach to crafting policy ends, theory integrally related to practice, a concern for both the normative and
explanatory dimensions of international relations research, and policy means treated as hypotheses for
experimental testing. Following the example of classic pragmatists such as John Dewey and neo-pragmatists
like Richard Rorty, international relations scholars and foreign policy practitioners would have to forgo
grand theories, instead embracing a situationally-specific approach to understanding and addressing
emerging global problems. Unfortunately, commentary on the relationship between philosophical
pragmatism and international relations has been limited. The authors in Philosophical Pragmatism and
International Relations remedies thislacuna by exploring ways in which philosophical pragmatism, both
classic and contemporary, can inform international relations theory and foreign policy practice today.
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Editorial Review

Review

These carefully crafted essays take the measure of current debates about international relations. They
confidently guide their readers beyond the usual grand theories to arichly contextual approach that
foregrounds tools of experimental inquiry. The contributors furnish ample evidence of the continuing
relevance of classical pragmatism to some of the most urgent discussions of our time. (Larry Hickman,
Southern Illinois University)

About the Author

Shane J. Ralston is assistant professor of philosophy in the Humanities Department at Pennsylvania State
University-Hazleton. His research is on democratic theory, pragmatism, international relations, and
environmental philosophy. He is the book review editor for Education and Culture: The Journal of the John
Dewey Society. He is also the author of John Dewey’ s Great Debates—Reconstructed and Pragmatic
Environmentalism: Toward a Rhetoric of Eco-Justice.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Will Guertin:

The book Philosophical Pragmatism and International Relations: Essays for a Bold New World give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Philosophical Pragmatism and International Relations: Essays for a Bold
New World for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read areserve Philosophical Pragmatism and International Relations: Essays for aBold New
World. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Theresa Gayle:

The experience that you get from Philosophical Pragmatism and International Relations: Essays for aBold
New World could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you
get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Philosophical

Pragmatism and International Relations: Essays for a Bold New World giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Philosophical Pragmatism and International Relations:
Essays for aBold New World instantly.



Maude Porter:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Philosophical Pragmatism and International Relations. Essays for a Bold New World, it is possible to
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a publication.

Marc Dean:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Philosophical Pragmatism and International Relations:
Essays for aBold New World why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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