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Moving beyond the theories traditionally used to describe college student
development, this engaging book introduces social psychological theories that
address the most relevant issues in higher education today. Covering theories of
ecological systems, sense of belonging, prejudice and discrimination, positive
psychology, social capital, personality theory, mentoring, and hope theory, this
book promotes the understanding and application of social psychological theories
to various higher education contexts. Examples from diverse student populations
encourage learners’ application to situations in their own contexts.
Comprehensive enough to be used as a main text but accessible enough to be
used alongside another, this important textbook bridges research, theory, and
practice to help practicing and aspiring higher education and student affairs
professionals effectively work with college students.

Special Features Include:

• Reflective exercises that combine theory and practice and help students apply
their knowledge solving problems.

• Case studies and scenarios for further connections to the reader’s university and
college settings.

• Guiding questions that encourage students to think beyond the current literature
and practice.

• List of further readings and references for readers to explore topics in more
depth.
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Moving beyond the theories traditionally used to describe college student development, this engaging book
introduces social psychological theories that address the most relevant issues in higher education today.
Covering theories of ecological systems, sense of belonging, prejudice and discrimination, positive
psychology, social capital, personality theory, mentoring, and hope theory, this book promotes the
understanding and application of social psychological theories to various higher education contexts.
Examples from diverse student populations encourage learners’ application to situations in their own
contexts. Comprehensive enough to be used as a main text but accessible enough to be used alongside
another, this important textbook bridges research, theory, and practice to help practicing and aspiring higher
education and student affairs professionals effectively work with college students.

Special Features Include:

• Reflective exercises that combine theory and practice and help students apply their knowledge solving
problems.

• Case studies and scenarios for further connections to the reader’s university and college settings.

• Guiding questions that encourage students to think beyond the current literature and practice.

• List of further readings and references for readers to explore topics in more depth.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Strayhorn's talent for communicating ideas and structuring learning experiences is evident in this scholarly
treasure. Like a master teacher, he creatively weaves together analyses, personal stories, case studies, and an
assortment of exercises to present fresh frameworks and foundational ideas that bolster our understanding of
college student development. This is a wonderful teaching tool for students, faculty, and practitioners who
are interested in thoughtful, theory-based research and practice."

--Peter C. Mather, Associate Professor of Higher Education and Student Affairs, Ohio University

"This reader-friendly text serves as a valuable complement to the standard readings used in courses on the
college student experience as it provides in-depth coverage of topics not typically covered in these readings.
Instructors and students will find useful the reflective exercises, case studies, guiding questions, research
tips, and list of further readings that accompany each chapter."

--John M. Braxton, Professor of Education of Higher Education Leadership and Policy, Peabody College,
Vanderbilt University

About the Author

Terrell L. Strayhorn is Professor of Higher Education and Director of the Center for Higher Education
Enterprise (CHEE) at The Ohio State University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucinda Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Student Development Theory in
Higher Education: A Social Psychological Approach (Core Concepts in Higher Education) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Dorathy Byers:

The publication untitled Student Development Theory in Higher Education: A Social Psychological
Approach (Core Concepts in Higher Education) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Student Development Theory in Higher Education: A Social Psychological Approach (Core Concepts in
Higher Education) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Celeste Silver:

This Student Development Theory in Higher Education: A Social Psychological Approach (Core Concepts in
Higher Education) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Student Development
Theory in Higher Education: A Social Psychological Approach (Core Concepts in Higher Education) in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Gary Campbell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Student
Development Theory in Higher Education: A Social Psychological Approach (Core Concepts in Higher
Education) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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