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A critically acclaimed tearjerker from a master storyteller: On one side of the
border is brutality and heartache; on the other side--a new life.

14yo Manny is an orphan in Juarez, Mexico. He competes with his bigger,
meaner rivals for the coins American tourists throw off the bridge between Texas
and histown. Across that heavily guarded bridge await a different world and a
better existence.

On the night when Manny dares the crossing--through the muddy shallows of the
Rio Grande, past the searchlights and the border patrol--the young man
encounters an old stranger who could prove to be an aly or an enemy. Manny
can't tell for certain. But if heisto achieve his dream, then he must be willing to
risk everything--even hislife.
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A critically acclaimed tearjerker from amaster storyteller: On one side of the border is brutality and
heartache; on the other side--anew life.

14yo Manny is an orphan in Juarez, Mexico. He competes with his bigger, meaner rivals for the coins
American tourists throw off the bridge between Texas and his town. Across that heavily guarded bridge
await adifferent world and a better existence.

On the night when Manny dares the crossing--through the muddy shallows of the Rio Grande, past the
searchlights and the border patrol--the young man encounters an old stranger who could proveto be an aly
or an enemy. Manny can't tell for certain. But if he isto achieve his dream, then he must be willing to risk
everything--even hislife.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Paulsen's latest novel isas ugly as abad dream. Unfortunately, it's not a dream, but a potent expression of the
brutal realities of a bridge that joins the golden highways of "€l norte" (the U.S.) and the mud streets of
neighboring Mexico. Y oung Manny wants to cross the bridge to the land of dreams and opportunity.
Sargeant Locke, in turn, crosses the border from Fort Bliss, Tex., for anight in Juarez. There he drinks
himself into a"brain dead" state to keep the ghosts of departed friends from coming to visit. Somewhere
between misery and ugliness these two meet; both of them, on the periphery of normal living, arejoined in a
fateful, violent act that provides one with life and hope, and the other the chance to give, without giving up.
Paulsen overburdens young readers with the harsh facts of a grown-up's perspective. But any work by such a
proficient writer, who invokes a powerful sense of the tragic in readers young and old, is welcomewel come
indeed. A Richard Jackson Book. Ages 11-13.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journa

Grade 8-12 Manny isasmall Mexican street boy in Juarez, an orphan who survives by using his wits and his
speed against other desperate boys, against the evil street men who would kill or sell him, against starvation
and death. Manny has only one chance to survive, and that means crossing the river into the United States, an
incredibly dangerous undertaking for a small boy alone. Robert is a sergeant in the Army. Hiswhole life
consists of being agood officer during the day and surviving his haunted nights by drinking himself into
oblivion. Robert is haunted by dead friends, gruesomely killed in war. Manny and Robert meet when the
sergeant is being sick behind abar and Manny triesto lift hiswallet. Manny doesn't succeed, but thisisthe
beginning of arelationship, brief and brutal, which leads to the sergeant's death and Manny's chance for
survival. (Readers may question what language is being spoken, asit is made clear that Robert speaks no
Spanish and Manny knows only enough English to hold a " limited conversation.” However, it shouldn't
matter, as the two have little verbal communication.) Paulsen creates a stark, moving portrait of Mexican
poverty and street life, of the desperation facing those who attempt “"the crossing." Like the relationship
between Robert and Manny, this book is brief and brutal but ends on a note of hope. The short length and
simple writing style should give this book special appeal for high-school students who are reluctant readers.
Rosie Peasley, Sylvan Union Sch . Dist . , Modesto, Calif.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher

"Paulsen is skilled at pace, incident and characterization, and he uses them to pull the reader to the
memaorable--and powerful--last scene...Teenagers will not want to put it down."

--Kirkus Reviews

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sandra Yunker:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they



don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book The Crossing. All type of book
are you able to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Thelma Brady:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Crossing, you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Jose Shepard:

This The Crossing is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
all aways deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Crossing in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , thisreally is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Robert Vargas:

Reading a book for being new life style in thisyr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Crassing will give you new experience in examining a book.
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