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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

It isalittle disconcerting, after reading the elegant and precise first chapter of Eagleton's overview of
political, social and cultural concepts of culture, to find him stating at the outset of the second one: "[I]t is
hard to resist the conclusion that the word 'culture' is both too broad and too narrow to be greatly useful.” But
his evaluation proves accurate. Drawing upon awide range of sources, theories and disciplines--from
Raymond Williams's Marxist criticism to Ruskin's aesthetic theories, Richard Rorty's pragmatic political
philosophy and Althusser's political commentary--Eagleton (Literary Theory; Myths of Power; etc.) surveys
the far-ranging and often conflicting ways "culture" might be defined and used to interpret or interact with
the material world. In the first two chapters, Eagleton delivers a clear but essentially academic pr7cis of a
complicated concept. Yet in his later chapters--on the culture wars, the tension between nature and culture
and the possibilities for creating a common culture--he breaks out of a purely descriptive mode and into a
provocative, entertaining one, noting, for example, that Americans use the word "America' far more than
Danes use the word "Denmark," commenting, "thisiswhat happens when your view of other countriesisfor
the most part through a cameralens or from abomber.” In this brief volume, Eagleton has produced both a
thoughtful analysis of cultural theories aswell as a shrewd, liberal dissection of current social and political
trends. (Mar.) FYI: Thisisthefirst book in the Blackwell Manifestos series.

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Eagleton's latest book promises to be an important addition to the field of cultural studies. A prominent
literary critic and Marxist theorist, Eagleton writesin a style that is somewhat rambling but always colorful
and lively. Placing the notion of culturein historical, philosophical, and political context, Eagleton describes
the emergence of today's mass culture, with its perceived threat to traditional values. To illustrate the
changing meaning of culture, he notes the views of such thinkers as Nietzsche, T.S. Eliot, and Matthew
Arnold. He also quotes liberally from the works of hisformer teacher and mentor, Raymond Williams
(Culture and Society, 1780-1950). Theinitial offering in Blackwell's new "Manifestos' series, thisbook is
recommended for advanced undergraduate collections.

-Ellen Sullivan, Ferguson Lib., Samford, CT

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"In this brief volume, Eagleton has produced both a thoughtful analysis of cultural theories aswell asa
shrewd, liberal dissection of current social and political trends.” Publishers Weekly

"Eagleton's latest book promises to be an important addition to the field of cultural studies." Library Journal
"A magnificent reassertion of timeless cultural values." The Observer

"A voice of sanity amid the roar of turbo-capitalism."Independent

"As aways, Eagleton shows a provocative wealth of learning. He is able to see the many sides of a problem,
to put it in context and suggest new ways of viewing it, a healthy corrective to the soundbite society." Times
Higher Education Supplement

"Stimulating and very readable. The Idea of Culture isabook which challenges our attention." The Irish
Times



Users Review
From reader reviews:
CarlosWedley:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Idea of Culture.

Erica Dennis:

The book The Idea of Culture give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Idea of Culture to get your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a guide The Idea of Culture. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Brent Campbell:

The book untitled The Idea of Culture contain alot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of
literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site and also order it. Have anice learn.

Victor Dinh:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Idea of Culture to make your own
personal reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that
the book The Idea of Culture can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of these time.
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