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The seven microstates of Europe, i.e. Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Malta,
San Marino, Sovereign Order of St. John, and Vatican City are remarkable not
only for their size, but their persistence. Most have been around for centuries,
while much larger empires have come and gone. Despite the great events of the
last two millennia, these countries have come into existence and have managed to
steer a course away from incorporation within their larger neighbors. Why is
this? Rather than being an exercise in triviality, the study in The Microstates of
Europe: Designer Nations in a Post-Modern World of the histories of these tiny
states may provide insight into tenaciousness of national aspirations and ethnic
solidarity that are everywhere evident. Modernist studies tend to view the
microstates as illogical anomalies destined to disappear under the crush of social
progress. However, these states are anything but marginal—in fact, they are
among the richest states in the world. This book examines the phenomenon from
structural history and anthropological perspectives. It is not a grand history of
petite places—rather, it is an “ethnographic anthology” of a few places in Europe
that should not logically exist. The Microstates of Europe is a post-modern
critique of the trends of globalism, and it examines the counter-trend of
increasing nationalism, particularism, and cultural relativism. Rather than being
eclectic exceptions, the microstates may demonstrate the survival of extremely
long enduring mechanisms of collective boundary maintenance that are most
likely present in many communities throughout the world.
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Editorial Review

Review
The microstates of Europe are usually the stuff of travel guides. Klieger offers brief historical sketches of
Andorra, Liechtenstein, San Marino, Vatican City, and Monaco. He includes two chapters on the sixth
microstate, Malta. He also considers a number of wannabes with short histories. Klieger points out that the
microstates have maintained their more or less independent status for centuries. The book is rather
whimsical—Klieger includes a recipe for stewed rabbit with advice to send 'condolence letters to rabbits'
families.' There are references and a bibliography. The book can be recommended for the general reader or
traveler to the European microstates. Summing Up: Recommended. General readers only. (CHOICE)

This remarkably readable, erudite and original book sheds light not only on the history and current rationale
of European micro-states, but also, and more importantly, reveals important features of the contemporary
world, including a timely analysis of the limits of globalism. It is an entertaining and enlightening book
which should easily find its niche in one of the micro-markets of academic publishing. (Thomas Hylland
Eriksen)

This book is an ingenious and unusual in-depth exploration of a phenomenon that has for too long been a
relatively unanalyzed but distinctive aspect of European society. The author explores intriguing and
revealing byways of history and reveals to us in micro much about how nation states are created and
maintained in macro. (Andrew Strathern and Pamela J. Stewart, University of Pittsburgh)

The seven microstates of Europe, i.e. Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Malta, San Marino, Sovereign Order
of St. John, and Vatican City are remarkable not only for their size, but their persistence. It is a sociopolitical
phenomenon that has rarely been addressed, but The Microstates of Europe: Designer Nations in a Post-
Modern World shows how it may have clues for the larger understanding of the conflicting agencies of
nationalism and globalism currently seen around the world.

About the Author
P. Christiaan Klieger is a leading expert on the principle of self-determination among the peoples of Tibet.
He has also worked extensively with Native Hawaiians in historic preservation and with Native North
Americans on self-determination and the application of Native voice in museums. He is the author of several
books on the history of Tibet and the Hawaiian kingdom and dozens of articles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your knowledge
by the e-book entitled The Microstates of Europe: Designer Nations in a Post-Modern World. Try to the
actual book The Microstates of Europe: Designer Nations in a Post-Modern World as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence



because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Bruce Jones:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Microstates of Europe: Designer
Nations in a Post-Modern World will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Michael Due:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Microstates of Europe:
Designer Nations in a Post-Modern World book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Effie Peoples:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Microstates of Europe: Designer Nations in a Post-Modern World, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.
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