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Our beliefs constitute alarge part of our knowledge of the world. We have
beliefs about objects, about culture, about the past, and about the future. We have
beliefs about other people, and we believe that they have beliefs aswell. We use
beliefs to predict, to explain, to create, to console, to entertain. Some of our
beliefs we call theories, and we are extraordinarily creative at constructing them.
Theories of quantum mechanics, evolution, and relativity are examples. But so
are theories about astrology, alien abduction, guardian angels, and reincarnation.
All are products (with varying degrees of credibility) of fertile minds trying to
find explanations for observed phenomena. In this book, Nils Nilsson examines
beliefs: what they do for us, how we come to hold them, and how to evaluate
them. We should evaluate our beliefs carefully, Nilsson points out, because they
influence so many of our actions and decisions. Some of our beliefs are more
strongly held than others, but all should be considered tentative and changeable.
Nilsson shows that beliefs can be quantified by probability, and he describes
networks of beliefsin which the probabilities of some beliefs affect the
probabilities of others. He argues that we can evaluate our beliefs by adapting
some of the practices of the scientific method and by consulting expert opinion.
And he warns us about "belief traps* -- holding onto beliefs that wouldn't survive
critical evaluation. The best way to escape belief traps, he writes, isto expose our
beliefs to the reasoned criticism of others.
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Our beliefs congtitute alarge part of our knowledge of the world. We have beliefs about objects, about
culture, about the past, and about the future. We have beliefs about other people, and we believe that they
have beliefs aswell. We use beliefs to predict, to explain, to create, to console, to entertain. Some of our
beliefs we call theories, and we are extraordinarily creative at constructing them. Theories of quantum
mechanics, evolution, and relativity are examples. But so are theories about astrology, alien abduction,
guardian angels, and reincarnation. All are products (with varying degrees of credibility) of fertile minds
trying to find explanations for observed phenomena. In this book, Nils Nilsson examines beliefs: what they
do for us, how we come to hold them, and how to evaluate them. We should evaluate our beliefs carefully,
Nilsson points out, because they influence so many of our actions and decisions. Some of our beliefs are
more strongly held than others, but all should be considered tentative and changeable. Nilsson shows that
beliefs can be quantified by probability, and he describes networks of beliefs in which the probahilities of
some beliefs affect the probabilities of others. He argues that we can evaluate our beliefs by adapting some
of the practices of the scientific method and by consulting expert opinion. And he warns us about "belief
traps' -- holding onto beliefs that wouldn't survive critical evaluation. The best way to escape belief traps, he
writes, is to expose our beliefsto the reasoned criticism of others.
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Editorial Review
Review

In summary, Under standing Beliefs offers an intriguing and compelling account of some of the aspects of
belief formation, maintenance and evaluation. Although the overall aim of the book is to introduce the reader
to the topic and therefore is not very in depth in terms of technical details, the arguments Nilsson puts
forward are very persuasive and will likely affect if not alter the thinking styles of his readers.

(Cognitive Neuropsychiatry)
About the Author

Nils J. Nilsson is Kumagai Professor of Engineering, Emeritus, in the Department of Computer Science at
Stanford University. He is the author of The Quest for Artificial Intelligence: A History of Ideas and
Achievements and other books. He livesin Oregon.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Andrew Waite:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). Y ou can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

April Young:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Understanding Beliefs (The
MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) is not only giving you alot more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
using the book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). Y ou never feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.



David Packard:

The reason why? Because this Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) isan
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | had
been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Sharon Brogdon:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Understanding Beliefs (The MIT
Press Essential Knowledge series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are
alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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