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Art hasits own power in the world, and is as much aforce in the power play of
global politicstoday asit once wasin the arena of cold war politics. Art, argues
the distinguished theoretician Boris Groys, is hardly a powerless commodity
subject to the art market's fiats of inclusion and exclusion. In Art Power, Groys
examines modern and contemporary art according to itsideological function. Art,
Groys writes, is produced and brought before the public in two ways -- as a
commodity and as atool of political propaganda. In the contemporary art scene,
very little attention is paid to the latter function. Arguing for the inclusion of
politically motivated art in contemporary art discourse, Groys considers art
produced under totalitarianism, Socialism, and post-Communism. He also
considers today's mainstream Western art -- which he finds behaving more and
more according the norms of ideological propaganda: produced and exhibited for
the masses at international exhibitions, biennials, and festivals. Contemporary
art, Groys argues, demonstrates its power by appropriating the iconoclastic
gestures directed against itself -- by positioning itself simultaneously as an image
and as a critique of theimage. In Art Power, Groys examines this fundamental
appropriation that produces the paradoxical object of the modern artwork.
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Editorial Review
Review

Boris Groysis an extraordinarily gimlet-eyed observer of the impact visual art has on contemporary art-
world institutions. Anyone interested in the balance of aesthetic and political power among artists, collectors,
curators, and the audience needs to read Groys's lapidary essays.

(Gregg Horowitz, Department of Philosophy, Vanderbilt University)

This magisterial overview situates contemporary art - its aesthetic strategies, ingtitutions and drives - within
the deeper context of the Modernist revolution, urbanism, new technologies and the post communist era.
Groys combines revelatory analysis with philosophical questions that go tothe heart of cultural production
today.

(Iwona Blazwick, Director, Whitechapel Gallery)

Boris Groys produces more provocations, more paradoxes per page than anyother critic. Here, in one short
book, are radical propositions aboutreligion (that it represents perfect 'opinionlessness and is therefore
themedium par excellence), the autonomy of art (that it is guaranteed by the absence of aesthetic judgment),
political art (that it does not exist incontemporary art market), communist-era art (that it isinvisible to
theWest because it lacked a market structure), art theory (that the hope of avoiding it entails atheory of
race), and images of war and terror (that they are the new iconophilia, the new visual authority). All these
unexpected propositions are made in the hope of a slow, complex, incremental return to authorship,
authority, presence, and the sublime.

(James Elkins, author of What Happened to Art Criticism?)

By probing unacknowledged, repressed, or otherwise unexamined relationships that hover in the background
of art-world conversation, Art Power recombines categories, reconfigures assumptions, and, in the end,
reilmagines what art writing can be.

(Matthew Jesse Jackson Bookforum)

It's a seemingly unlimited supply of surprising, even audacious truths that many invested in the art world
might prefer not to think too hard about.

(Canadian Art)

The range of topics canvassed in Art Power isimpressive.... All of these subjects have been comprehensively
treated elsewhere, but rarely with Groys' penetrating eye for the unexpected upshot of such developments.

(Frieze)



The writings of Boris Groys create a discursive environment where art can be powerful. His commentaries
on artistic activities turn aesthetics from arhetoric of desire to arhetoric of thinking. The critique replacing
consumerism is finally transformed to alogic of the political, where his writing derives its own power.

(Peter Weibel )

About the Author

Boris Groysis Professor of Russian and Slavic Studies at New Y ork University. Heis the author of many
books, including Ilya Kabakov: The Man Who Flew into Space from His Apartment (2006) and Art Power
(2008), both published by the MIT Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Priscilla McCreary:

The book Art Power (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Art Power (MIT Press)? A
number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you could share al of these. Book Art Power (MIT Press) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world
by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Williams:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal freetime/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Art Power (MIT Press) can be fine book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Thomas Hawkins:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Art Power (MIT Press)
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Thomas Taylor:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when



they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Art Power (MIT Press) to make your
reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and reading especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to wide open abook and read it. Beside that

the publication Art Power (MIT Press) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of thistime.
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