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Conversations with Steve Martin presents a collection of interviews and profiles
that focus on Martin as awriter, artist, and original thinker over the course of
more than four decades in show business. While those less familiar with his full
body of work may think of Martin as primarily the “wild and crazy guy” with an
arrow through his head, this book makes the case that heisin fact one of our
nation’s most accomplished and varied artists. It shows the full range of Martin’s
creative work, tracing the source of his comic imagination from his early standup
days, starting in the mid to late 1960s through the films he has written and starred
in, and emphasizing his more recent creative outpourings as playwright, essayist,
novelist, memoirist, songwriter, composer, musician, and art critic.

“Standup is the hardest material in the world to write for someone else; it's like
trying to condense 10 years of experience into 20 minutes of new material.,”
Martin says. But commenting on his fiction writing, he says. “I think you have to
be able to find as awriter that state where you don’t know what you’ re going to
say or what the character is going to say or who the characters are. That’ s the
biggest thrill of all. When you start to trust that subconscious thing and you don’t
censor yourself?just remember you can always throw it away?that’ s when the
good stuff comes out.”

The selected materials consist not only of pieces focused primarily on Martin's
writings, but also broader profiles and conversations that help explain Martin's
development as awriter within the larger context of his many other
accomplishments, talents, and performance skills.
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Conversations with Seve Martin presents a collection of interviews and profiles that focus on Martin as a
writer, artist, and original thinker over the course of more than four decades in show business. While those
less familiar with his full body of work may think of Martin as primarily the “wild and crazy guy” with an
arrow through his head, this book makes the case that heisin fact one of our nation’s most accomplished and
varied artists. It shows the full range of Martin’s creative work, tracing the source of his comic imagination
from his early standup days, starting in the mid to late 1960s through the films he has written and starred in,
and emphasizing his more recent creative outpourings as playwright, essayist, novelist, memoirist,
songwriter, composer, musician, and art critic.

“Standup is the hardest material in the world to write for someone else; it's like trying to condense 10 years
of experience into 20 minutes of hew material.,” Martin says. But commenting on his fiction writing, he
says. “I think you have to be able to find as awriter that state where you don’t know what you’ re going to
say or what the character is going to say or who the characters are. That’s the biggest thrill of all. When you
start to trust that subconscious thing and you don’t censor yourself7just remember you can always throw it
away?that’ s when the good stuff comes out.”

The selected materials consist not only of pieces focused primarily on Martin’ s writings, but also broader
profiles and conversations that help explain Martin’s devel opment as awriter within the larger context of his
many other accomplishments, talents, and performance skills.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Robert E. Kapsis, Great Neck, New Y ork, is professor of sociology and film studies at Queens College and
the Graduate Center of the City University of New Y ork. He is author of Hitchcock: The Making of a
Reputation and editor of several volumesin the Conversations with Filmmakers Series, including a
forthcoming, updated edition of Woody Allen: Interviews.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Randall Yang:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Conversations with Steve
Martin (Literary Conversation Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Jason Villalobos:

The book Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Conversations
with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it isvery wonderful.

Carroll Boggess:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many guestions above. They
must answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Conversations with
Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) to read.



Clyde Okane:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of thistime you only find book that need more time to
be go through. Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) can be your answer asit can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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