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When Gerald was a child he was fascinated by fire. But fire is dangerous and
powerful, and tragedy strikes. His substance-addicted mother is taken from him.
Then he loses the loving generosity of afavorite aunt. A brutal stepfather with a
flaming temper and an evil secret makes his life miserable. The one bright light
in Gerald'slifeis hislittle half sister, Angel, whom he struggles to protect from
her father, Jordan Sparks, who abuses her, and from their mother, whose
irresponsible behavior forces Gerald to work hard to keep the family together.

As ateenager, Gerald finds success as a member of the Hazelwood Tigers
basketball team, while Angel develops her talents as adancer. Trouble still
haunts them, however, and Gerald learns, painfully, that young friends can die
and old enemies must be faced. In the end he must stand up to his stepfather
alonein a blazing confrontation.

Sharon M. Draper has interwoven characters and events from her previous novel,
Tears of aTiger, in thisunflinchingly realistic portrayal of poverty and child
abuse. It isan inspiring story of ayoung man who rises above the tragic
circumstances of hislife by drawing on the love and strength of family and
friends.
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When Gerald was a child he was fascinated by fire. But fire is dangerous and powerful, and tragedy strikes.
His substance-addicted mother is taken from him. Then he loses the loving generosity of afavorite aunt. A
brutal stepfather with aflaming temper and an evil secret makes his life miserable. The one bright light in
Gerad'slifeishislittle half sister, Angel, whom he struggles to protect from her father, Jordan Sparks, who
abuses her, and from their mother, whose irresponsible behavior forces Gerald to work hard to keep the
family together.

As ateenager, Gerald finds success as amember of the Hazelwood Tigers basketball team, while Angel
develops her talents as a dancer. Trouble still haunts them, however, and Gerald learns, painfully, that young
friends can die and old enemies must be faced. In the end he must stand up to his stepfather alonein a
blazing confrontation.

Sharon M. Draper has interwoven characters and events from her previous novel, Tears of a Tiger, in this
unflinchingly realistic portrayal of poverty and child abuse. It is an inspiring story of a young man who rises
above the tragic circumstances of hislife by drawing on the love and strength of family and friends.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Sharon Draper hasindeed forged afiery name for herself in the field of young adult literature--that of a
courageous writer, willing to tackle tough, real-life problems while developing honorable, streetwise role
models for troubled teens. Her previous novel, Tears of the Tiger, garnered much acclaim and became the
first recipient of the Coretta Scott King Genesis Award. In this second novel, Draper weaves in characters
from Tears--most significantly Gerald Nickleby, ayoung basketball player who discovers hisinnate strength
and determination while protecting his stepsister's safety and his maother's honor.

Unfortunately, Draper's strengths (her desire to delve into tough social issues, such as child abuse, drug
addiction, incest, bulimia, and domestic violence) become this book's weakness as the story line teeters on
implausible. For example, in less than 20 pages Gerald faces the following: the death of a close friend (a
passenger in acar that was driven by a drunk teammate); the discovery of his drunk, evil stepfather trying to
sexually assault his younger stepsister; abrutal attack by his stepfather; and araging apartment fire that
threatensto kill them all. Nonetheless, Draper creates believable and important heroes for teenage boys--
those who are forged from adversity, only to burn more brightly and courageous. (Ages 12 and older) --Gail
Hudson

From Publishers Weekly

This prequel to Draper's Tears of a Tiger isastark portrayal of ayoung man struggling to protect hislittle
sister from a drug-addicted mother and an abusive father. Ages 10-up.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 7-10. Gerald, a battered and neglected African-American child, is severely burned in afire at the age
of three, having been left home aone by his single mother, Monique. Upon leaving the hospital he goesto
live with hiswarm and caring Aunt Queen. When heis nine, his mother reenters hislife for the first time
since the accident. Monique introduces him to Angel, his four-year-old half-sister, and Jordan Sparks,
Angel's surly father. When Aunt Queen dies suddenly of a heart attack, Gerald is returned to his mother and
takes on the role of loving protector of hislittle sister. He soon learns that Sparks, who mentally and
physically abuses all of the family, is sexually abusing Angel. Gerald and Angel's testimony helps send
Sparksto prison, but upon his release six years later, he returns to the family, with the blessing of Monique,
whose own lifeis checkered with bouts of substance abuse. A terse confrontation erupts into afiery climax
when Sparks again attempts to molest Angel. The riveting first chapter was originally published as a short
story in Ebony magazine under the title "One Small Touch." While the rest of the book does not sustain the
mood and pace of theinitial chapter, Forged by Fireisagrim look at an inner-city home where abuse and
addiction are away of life and the children are the victims. There's no al's-well ending, but readers will have
hope for Gerald and Angel, who have survived a number of gut-wrenching ordeals by relying on their
constant love and caring for one another.?Tom S. Hurlburt, La Crosse Public Library, Wi

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Maria Bruns:

The book Forged by Fire give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou can utilize to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make examining a book Forged by Fire for being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Forged by Fire. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Susan Scott:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are till students or thisfor al peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Forged by Fire. All type of book
isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Joshua Stickley:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you study a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has alot
of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Forged by Fire provide
you with new experience in studying a book.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Forged by Fire or
even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Forged by Fire to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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