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For the past forty years, doctors at the University of Virginia Medical Center
have conducted research into young children's reports of past-life memories. Dr.
Ian Stevenson, the founder of this work, has always written for a scientific
audience. Now, in this provocative and fascinating book, Dr. Jim B. Tucker, a
child psychiatrist who currently directs the research, shares these studies with the
general public. Life Before Life is a landmark work—one that has the potential to
challenge and ultimately change our understandings about life and death.
Children who report past-life memories typically begin talking spontaneously
about a previous life when they are two to three years old. Some talk about the
life of a deceased family member, while others describe the life of a stranger.
They may recount details about previous family members, events in the previous
life, or the way they died in that life. The children tend to show a strong
emotional involvement with the apparent memories and often cry to be taken to
the previous family. In many cases, parents have taken their children to the
places they named, where they found that an individual had died whose life
matched the details given by the child. During the visits, some children have
recognized family members or friends from that individual's life. Many children
have had birthmarks that matched wounds on the body of the deceased
individual.
Researchers have studied more than 2500 such cases, and their careful
investigations have produced an impressive body of work. JAMA, the Journal of
the American Medical Association, stated in a review of one of Dr. Stevenson's
scientific books that, "in regard to reincarnation he has painstakingly and
unemotionally collected a detailed series of cases . . . in which the evidence is
difficult to explain on any other grounds."
Life Before Life explores the various features of this world-wide phenomenon,
describing numerous cases along the way. We meet a boy in Michigan who, after
being born with three birthmarks that matched wounds on his deceased brother,
begins talking about events from the brother's life; a boy in Turkey who gives a
number of accurate details, including the name, of a man who lived 500 miles
away and died fifty years before the boy was born; and a girl in Sri Lanka who is
able to recognize the family members of a deceased stranger as they are
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presented to her one by one, giving specifics about their lives that she could not
have known from their appearance.
Dr. Tucker presents this material in a straightforward way, relating extraordinary
stories that have been amassed with a scientific approach. He then considers how
best to interpret the evidence, and he lets readers reach their own
conclusions—which, for many, will be profound.
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For the past forty years, doctors at the University of Virginia Medical Center have conducted research into
young children's reports of past-life memories. Dr. Ian Stevenson, the founder of this work, has always
written for a scientific audience. Now, in this provocative and fascinating book, Dr. Jim B. Tucker, a child
psychiatrist who currently directs the research, shares these studies with the general public. Life Before Life
is a landmark work—one that has the potential to challenge and ultimately change our understandings about
life and death.
Children who report past-life memories typically begin talking spontaneously about a previous life when
they are two to three years old. Some talk about the life of a deceased family member, while others describe
the life of a stranger. They may recount details about previous family members, events in the previous life, or
the way they died in that life. The children tend to show a strong emotional involvement with the apparent
memories and often cry to be taken to the previous family. In many cases, parents have taken their children
to the places they named, where they found that an individual had died whose life matched the details given
by the child. During the visits, some children have recognized family members or friends from that
individual's life. Many children have had birthmarks that matched wounds on the body of the deceased
individual.
Researchers have studied more than 2500 such cases, and their careful investigations have produced an
impressive body of work. JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association, stated in a review of one
of Dr. Stevenson's scientific books that, "in regard to reincarnation he has painstakingly and unemotionally
collected a detailed series of cases . . . in which the evidence is difficult to explain on any other grounds."
Life Before Life explores the various features of this world-wide phenomenon, describing numerous cases
along the way. We meet a boy in Michigan who, after being born with three birthmarks that matched wounds
on his deceased brother, begins talking about events from the brother's life; a boy in Turkey who gives a
number of accurate details, including the name, of a man who lived 500 miles away and died fifty years
before the boy was born; and a girl in Sri Lanka who is able to recognize the family members of a deceased
stranger as they are presented to her one by one, giving specifics about their lives that she could not have
known from their appearance.
Dr. Tucker presents this material in a straightforward way, relating extraordinary stories that have been
amassed with a scientific approach. He then considers how best to interpret the evidence, and he lets readers
reach their own conclusions—which, for many, will be profound.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Is reincarnation possible? Tucker's book full of real-life evidence and an explanation of how quantum
physics allows for it makes one think the better question may be Is it impossible? Basing his argument on a
study of more than 40 years' duration into the lives, present and past, of more than 2,500 children,
psychiatrist Tucker makes a pretty solid case in favor of reincarnation. He opens with the story of William,
born five years after his policeman grandfather, John, was killed, with birth defects similar to John's fatal
wounds. William was able, at three, to report John's last moments, of which he couldn't possibly have had
any knowledge. Then there is the Turkish child who insisted on being called by the name of a man who had
lived 50 miles away. Taken to the man's town, the child proceeded to the man's home and identified the
man's parents in a roomful of people. All the stories were checked by scientist-interviewers, and all potential
deception was eliminated; hence, Tucker introduces powerful grounds for credulous speculation. Donna
Chavez
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"In this very elegant book, Dr. Tucker offers the most convincing scientific evidence for the fact that our
consciousness survives physical death.  And indeed, takes quantum leaps of creativity in the form of
reincarnation.  The model that Dr. Tucker presents opens a new vision of who we are, limitless beings that
fill up all of space and time."--Deepak Chopra, author of  Life After Death: The Burden of Proof
 
"[A][ solid case for reincarnation…. Tucker introduces powerful grounds for credulous
speculation."--Booklist

"Jim Tucker gives us a clear, concise and eminently rational insight into a 40 year investigation of what is
unquestionably the best evidence for the existence of reincarnation. We are lucky to have in him a worthy
successor to Ian Stevenson."--TOM SHRODER, author of Old Souls: Compelling Evidence From Children
Who Remember Past Lives
 
"Anyone with an open mind, on reading Dr. Jim B. Tucker's Life Before Life, will realize that our
conventional concepts of life and death are ripe for revision.  The possibilities raised by this book for human
destiny are as hopeful as the current view is grim.  Life Before Life is extraordinarily important."--Larry
Dossey, M.D., author of The Extraordinary Healing Power of Ordinary Things, Reinventing Medicine, and
Healing Words
 
"With his training as a pediatric psychiatrist, and the mind of an inquiring scientist, Dr. Jim Tucker takes a
fresh look at one of life's most intriguing questions:   'Does consciousness survive death?'   Through the
hundreds of case studies of his predecessor, Dr. Ian Stevenson, and his own cases, Dr. Tucker adds new
insight to this amazing research, and draws us closer to understanding this perennial mystery."--CAROL
BOWMAN, author of Children's Past Li...

Review
"powerful grounds for credulous speculation" BOOKLIST "the most convincing scientific evidence for the
fact that our consciousness survives physical death" Deepak Chopra, author of Life After Death: The Burden
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of Proof "extraordinarily important" Larry Dossey, M.D., author of Reinventing Medicine and Healing
Words "clear, concise, and eminently rational" Tom Shroder, author of Old Souls "adds new insight to this
amazing research" Carol Bowman, author of Children's Past Lives and Return from Heaven

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emily Scott:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Life Before Life: A Scientific Investigation of Children's
Memories of Previous Lives was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Life Before Life: A Scientific Investigation of
Children's Memories of Previous Lives is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Life Before Life: A Scientific Investigation of Children's Memories of Previous
Lives. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gary Carter:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Life
Before Life: A Scientific Investigation of Children's Memories of Previous Lives, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading
a reserve.

Maria Peterson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Life Before Life: A Scientific
Investigation of Children's Memories of Previous Lives which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.

Blanche Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very



important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Life Before Life: A
Scientific Investigation of Children's Memories of Previous Lives.
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