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The subject of Mystical Languages of Unsaying is an important but neglected
mode of mystical discourse, apophasis. which literally means "speaking away."
Sometimes translated as "negative theology," apophatic discourse embraces the
impossibility of naming something that is ineffable by continually turning back
upon its own propositions and names. In this close study of apophasisin Greek,
Christian, and Islamic texts, Michael Sells offers a sustained, critical account of
how apophatic language works, the conventions, logic, and paradoxes it employs,
and the dilemmas encountered in any attempt to analyze it.

This book includes readings of the most rigorously apophatic texts of Plotinus,
John the Scot Eriugena, Ibn Arabi, Marguerite Porete, and Meister Eckhart, with
comparative reference to important apophatic writers in the Jewish tradition, such
as Abraham Abulafiaand Moses de Leon. Sells reveal s essential common
features in the writings of these authors, despite their

wide-ranging differencesin era, tradition, and theology.

By showing how apophasis works as a mode of discourse rather than as a
negative theology, thiswork opens arich heritage to reevaluation. Sells
demonstrates that the more radical claims of apophatic writers—claims that
critics have often dismissed as hyperbolic or condemned as pantheistic or
nihilistic—are vital to an adequate account of the mystical languages of
unsaying. Thiswork also has important implications for the relationship of
classical apophasisto contemporary languages of the unsayable. Sells challenges
many widely circulated characterizations of apophasis among deconstructionists
aswell as anumber of common notions about medieval thought and gender
relations in medieval mysticism.
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The subject of Mystical Languages of Unsaying is an important but neglected mode of mystical discourse,
apophasis. which literally means "speaking away." Sometimes translated as "negative theology," apophatic
discourse embraces the impossibility of naming something that is ineffable by continually turning back upon
its own propositions and names. In this close study of apophasisin Greek, Christian, and Islamic texts,
Michael Sells offers a sustained, critical account of how apophatic language works, the conventions, logic,
and paradoxes it employs, and the dilemmas encountered in any attempt to anayzeit.

This book includes readings of the most rigorously apophatic texts of Plotinus, John the Scot Eriugena, 1bn
Arabi, Marguerite Porete, and Meister Eckhart, with comparative reference to important apophatic writersin
the Jewish tradition, such as Abraham Abulafia and Moses de Leon. Sells reveals essential common features
in the writings of these authors, despite their

wide-ranging differencesin era, tradition, and theology.

By showing how apophasis works as a mode of discourse rather than as a negative theology, this work opens
arich heritage to reevaluation. Sells demonstrates that the more radical claims of apophatic writers—claims
that critics have often dismissed as hyperbolic or condemned as pantheistic or nihilistic—are vital to an
adequate account of the mystical languages of unsaying. This work also has important implications for the
relationship of classical apophasisto contemporary languages of the unsayable. Sells challenges many
widely circulated characterizations of apophasis among deconstructionists aswell as a number of common
notions about medieval thought and gender relations in medieval mysticism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michael A. Sellsis Professor and Chairperson of the Department of Religion at Haverford College. He isthe
author of several books on religion, including "Mystical Languages of Unsaying” (1994).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thersa M oss:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Mystical Languages of Unsaying.

George Harvey:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Mystical Languages of
Unsaying. All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other
social media

John Whetstone;

With this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you
need to do isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is Mystical Languages of Unsaying. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

M ae Bushee:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really
wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Mystical Languages of
Unsaying can make you really feel more interested to read.
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