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Much of the intense current interest in collective memory concerns the politics of
memory. In abook that asks, "Is there an ethics of memory?* Avishai Margalit
addresses a separate, perhaps more pressing, set of concerns.

The idea he pursuesisthat the past, connecting peopl e to each other, makes
possible the kinds of "thick" relations we can call truly ethical. Thick relations,
he argues, are those that we have with family and friends, lovers and neighbors,
our tribe and our nation--and they are all dependent on shared memories. But we
also have "thin" relations with total strangers, people with whom we have
nothing in common except our common humanity. A central idea of the ethics of
memory is that when radical evil attacks our shared humanity, we ought as
human beings to remember the victims.

Margalit's work offers a philosophy for our time, when, in the wake of
overwhelming atrocities, memory can seem more crippling than liberating, a
force more for revenge than for reconciliation. Morally powerful, deeply learned,
and elegantly written, The Ethics of Memory draws on the resources of millennia
of Western philosophy and religion to provide us with healing ideas that will
engage al of uswho care about the nature of our relations to others.
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Much of the intense current interest in collective memory concerns the politics of memory. In abook that
asks, "Is there an ethics of memory?' Avishai Margalit addresses a separate, perhaps more pressing, set of
concerns.

The idea he pursuesis that the past, connecting people to each other, makes possible the kinds of "thick"
relations we can call truly ethical. Thick relations, he argues, are those that we have with family and friends,
lovers and neighbors, our tribe and our nation--and they are all dependent on shared memories. But we also
have "thin" relations with total strangers, people with whom we have nothing in common except our
common humanity. A central idea of the ethics of memory is that when radical evil attacks our shared
humanity, we ought as human beings to remember the victims.

Margalit's work offers a philosophy for our time, when, in the wake of overwhelming atrocities, memory can
seem more crippling than liberating, aforce more for revenge than for reconciliation. Morally powerful,
deeply learned, and elegantly written, The Ethics of Memory draws on the resources of millennia of Western
philosophy and religion to provide us with healing ideas that will engage all of us who care about the nature
of our relations to others.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Plato taught that the search for knowledge is tied up with memory, the effort to recall something we
collectively knew. Freud took memory even further, positing that repressed memories are the key to shaping
us asindividuals and as a society. Margalit, a professor at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and author of
The Decent Society, takes up these issues in respect to an idea of communal memory. Acknowledging that
historical religions "can make a bid on moral memory," he instead poses a question: "ls there an ethics of
memory?' His answer isaqualified yes, but it's the exegesis that is most compelling. Discussing memory's
relation to emations, morality, ethics and forgiveness, Margalit reads the Bible, writers (such as Wordsworth,
Edward Albee and E.M. Forster), myths and other philosophers (Kant and Max Weber) in order to make his
finely nuanced argument.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Margalit (philosophy, Hebrew Univ., Jerusalem) maintains that people sometimes have ethical obligations to
remember past persons and events, but he is anxious to guard his own thesis from over-expansion. He
distinguishes his position from religious doctrines that are bound up with the past, holding that an ethics of
memory has secular sense. Further, he does not support traditionalism, that is, the retention of past
ingtitutions as avalue in itself. He also warns of "moralism," by which he means "the disposition to cast
judgments of amoral kind on what is unsuitable to be so judged." To counter moralism, he distinguishes
between ethics and morality. The former deals with our relations to those with whom we have specidl ties;
the latter, our obligations to humanity as awhole. Margalit maintains that we have ethical obligationsto
remember particular people and, more controversialy, that acommunity can have, and ought to have,
collective memories. The stricter abligations of morality involve issues of memory only in unusual
circumstances. We are, for instance, abligated to remember the evils of the Nazis, since they endeavored to
undermine morality altogether. This illuminating study is highly recommended. David Gordon, Bowling
Green State Univ., OH

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

In an analysis that limns sophisticated distinctions with rare clarity, philosopher Margalit explores the way
we rely on memory to give meaning and substance to the "thick" ethical relationships of family and
friendship. In the case of monstrous crimes against humanity--such as the Nazi mass murder of Jews or the
Communist liquidation of the kulaks--he argues that memory should shape a renewed and universally shared
understanding of morality. Exceptional moral witnesses to such crimes can preserve harrowing memories
that will galvanize othersto act against social and palitical evil. But in recognizing how emotionally charged
memories can kindle afirestorm of revenge, Margalit wrestles with the question of how and when to forgive
and forget past offenses. He approaches such questions with a humanist's insistence that human beings
constitute the only justification for ethics and morality. Y et he respectfully acknowledges the historical
importance of relevant religious doctrines, and he soberly concedes that such doctrines frequently confront
us with glaring inadequacies in our social thinking. A timely challenge to assess the meaning of what we
individually and collectively remember--and forget. Bryce Christensen

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ismael Roop:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, yathink reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Ethics of
Memory which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Alma Young:

Aswe know that book is essentia thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything wereally wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book The Ethics of Memory wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Marcella Baird:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Ethics of Memory or perhaps others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Ethics
of Memory to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Staci Luton:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt theidea
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The Ethics of Memory to
make your own reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading through especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it.
Beside that the publication The Ethics of Memory can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.



Download and Read Online The Ethics of Memory By Avishai
Margalit #10SH2VUQ5CE



Read The Ethicsof Memory By Avishai Margalit for online ebook

The Ethics of Memory By Avishai Margalit Free PDF dOwnlQad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Ethics of
Memory By Avishai Margalit books to read online.

Online The Ethics of Memory By Avishai Margalit ebook PDF download
The Ethics of Memory By Avishai Margalit Doc

The Ethics of Memory By Avishai Margalit M obipocket

The Ethics of Memory By Avishai Margalit EPub

10SH2VUQS5CE: The Ethics of Memory By Avishai Margalit



