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Texas, for years, was a one-party state controlled by white democrats. In 1962,
ayoung eighteen-year-old heard the first rumblings of Chicano community
organization in the barrios of Cristal. The rumor in the town was that five
Mexican Americans were going to run for all five seats on the city council. But
first, poor citizens had to find away to pay the $1.75 poll tax. Money had to be
rai sed—through bake sales of tamales, cake walks, and dances. So began the
political activism of José Angel Gutiérrez.

Gutiérrez's autobiography, The Making of a Chicano Militant, is the first
insider's view of the important political and social events within the Mexican
American communities in South Texas during the 1960s and 1970s. A
controversial and dynamic political figure during the height of the Chicano
movement, Gutiérrez offers an absorbing personal account of hislife at the
forefront of the Mexican-American civil rights movement—first as a Chicano
and then as a militant.

Gutiérrez traces the racial, ethnic, economic, and social prejudices facing
Chicanos with powerful scenes from hisown life: hisfirst summer job asa
tortilla maker at the age of eleven, hisracially motivated kidnapping as a
teenager, and his coming of age in the face of discrimination as a radical
organizer in college and graduate school. When Gutiérrez finally returned to
Cristal, he helped form the Mexican American Y outh Organization and,
subsequently the Raza Unida Party to confront issues of ethnic intolerance in his
community. His story is soon to be a classic in the developing literature of
Mexican American leaders.
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Texas, for years, was aone-party state controlled by white democrats. In 1962, a young eighteen-year-old
heard the first rumblings of Chicano community organization in the barrios of Cristal. The rumor in the town
was that five Mexican Americans were going to run for al five seats on the city council. But first, poor
citizens had to find away to pay the $1.75 poll tax. Money had to be raised—through bake sales of tamales,
cake walks, and dances. So began the political activism of José Angel Gutiérrez.

Gutiérrez's autobiography, The Making of a Chicano Militant, is the first insider's view of the important
political and social events within the Mexican American communitiesin South Texas during the 1960s and
1970s. A controversial and dynamic political figure during the height of the Chicano movement, Gutiérrez
offers an absorbing personal account of hislife at the forefront of the Mexican-American civil rights
movement—first as a Chicano and then as a militant.

Gutiérrez traces the racial, ethnic, economic, and socia prejudices facing Chicanos with powerful scenes
from his own life: hisfirst summer job as atortilla maker at the age of eleven, hisracialy motivated
kidnapping as a teenager, and his coming of age in the face of discrimination as aradical organizer in college
and graduate school. When Gutiérrez finally returned to Cristal, he hel ped form the Mexican American
Y outh Organization and, subsequently the Raza Unida Party to confront issues of ethnic intolerancein his
community. His story is soon to be a classic in the developing literature of Mexican American leaders.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin Blais:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Making of a Chicano Militant:
Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) is not only giving you far more new information
but also to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship with the book The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin
Studies in Autobiography). Y ou never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ronald Griffin:

This book untitled The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studiesin
Autobiography) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past
this publication from your list.

lda Acord:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons
from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still skepticism The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studiesin
Autobiography) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that
can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Robert Denney:

This The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) is great



publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
detailsinit. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right

but this book already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that will?
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