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Fairy tales, often said to be "timeless" and fundamentally "oral," have along
written history. However, argues Elizabeth Wanning Harries in this provocative
book, avital part of this history has fallen by the wayside. The short, subtly
didactic fairy tales of Charles Perrault and the Grimms have determined our
notions about what fairy tales should be like. Harries argues that alongside these
"compact” tales there exists another, "complex" tradition: tales written in France
by the conteuses (storytelling women) in the 1690s and the late-twentieth-century
tales by women writers that derive in part from this centuries-old tradition.

Grounded firmly in social history and set in lucid prose, Twice upon aTime
refocuses the lens through which we look at fairy tales. The conteuses saw their
tales as amusements for sophisticated adults in the salon, not for children. Self-
referential, frequently parodic, and set in elaborate frames, their works often
criticize the socia expectations that determined the lives of women at the court
of Louis X1V.

After examining the evolution of the "Anglo-American" fairy tale and its placein
this variegated history, Harries devotes the rest of her book to recent women
writers--A. S. Byatt, Anne Sexton, Angela Carter, and Emma Donoghue among
them--who have returned to fairy-tale motifs so as to challenge modern-day
gender expectations. L ate-twentieth-century tales, like the conteuses', force usto
rethink our conception of fairy tales and of their history.
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Fairy tales, often said to be "timeless" and fundamentally "oral," have along written history. However,
argues Elizabeth Wanning Harries in this provocative book, avital part of this history has fallen by the
wayside. The short, subtly didactic fairy tales of Charles Perrault and the Grimms have determined our
notions about what fairy tales should be like. Harries argues that alongside these "compact” tales there exists
another, "complex" tradition: tales written in France by the conteuses (storytelling women) in the 1690s and
the late-twentieth-century tales by women writers that derive in part from this centuries-old tradition.

Grounded firmly in social history and set in lucid prose, Twice upon a Time refocuses the lens through
which we look at fairy tales. The conteuses saw their tales as amusements for sophisticated adults in the
salon, not for children. Self-referential, frequently parodic, and set in elaborate frames, their works often
criticize the social expectations that determined the lives of women at the court of Louis X1V.

After examining the evolution of the "Anglo-American” fairy tale and its place in this variegated history,
Harries devotes the rest of her book to recent women writers--A. S. Byatt, Anne Sexton, Angela Carter, and
Emma Donoghue among them--who have returned to fairy-tale motifs so as to challenge modern-day gender
expectations. Late-twentieth-century tales, like the conteuses), force us to rethink our conception of fairy
talesand of their history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this elegant study the scholar Elizabeth Wanning Harries gives their due to the counteuses--the 17th
century French ladies . . . who entertained their salons with witty, sophisticated fantasies about imaginary
princes and princesses. . . . Harries suggests, with culture today fragmented into myriad products and market
niches, fairy tales may be our only universal point of reference, the only cultural language we speak in
common."--Amanda Heller, The Boston Globe

"To read Harries's study isto have that all too rare experience of recognizing that this book needed to be
written and is full of truths."--Choice

"Thisisahighly readable work which engages with important questionsin feminist literary criticism and
fairy-tale research and offers a valuable and well-argued rereading of the history of the fairy tale."--Karen
Seago, Marvelsand Tales

From the Inside Flap

A significant contribution to cultural studiesin its splendid elaboration of the French fairy-tale tradition and
in its effort to connect that tradition with works ranging from Christa Wolf's Patterns of Childhood to Anne
Sexton's Transformations. Harries's work fills the gapsin our knowledge about the conteuses and seeks to
understand why the stories that emerged from French literary salons failed to remain in the canon even as
they established the generic conventions of literary fairy tales.

From the Back Cover

"Professor Harriesis very conversant with most of the pertinent literature for her topic, and sheis an original
thinker who is not afraid to question conventional assumptions about the development of the fairy tale. Her
book will be useful to readersinside and outside the main field of scholarship.”--Jack Zipes, University of
Minnesota

"A significant contribution to cultural studiesin its splendid elaboration of the French fairy-tale tradition and
inits effort to connect that tradition with works ranging from Christa Wolf's Patterns of Childhood to Anne
Sexton's Transformations. Harries's work fills the gaps in our knowledge about the conteuses and seeksto
understand why the stories that emerged from French literary salons failed to remain in the canon even as
they established the generic conventions of literary fairy tales."--Maria Tatar, Harvard University

Users Review
From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Twice upon a Time: Women
Writers and the History of the Fairy Tal e that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world



better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to become success person. So, for all of you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of
the Fairy Tale become your own personal starter.

Christopher Jones:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Twice upon a Time: Women Writers
and the History of the Fairy Tale is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. So
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

OdisHillyard:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale wasfilled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Justin Davis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or

just looking for the Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale when you needed
it?
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