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When Doug Downs and Elizabeth Wardle published their article “ Teaching about
Writing, Righting Misconceptions” in June 2007, they challenged the field to
imagine a new approach to first-year composition. Their groundbreaking new
reader, Writing About Writing, does exactly that, by encouraging students to draw
on what they know in order to contribute to ongoing conversations about writing
and literacy.

Class-tested by thousands of students, Writing about Writing presents accessible
writing studies research by authors such as Donald Murray, Mike Rose, and
Deborah Brandt, together with popular texts by authors such as Malcolm X,
Sherman Alexie, and Junot Diaz. Throughout the book, friendly explanations and
scaffolded questions help students connect to readings and — even

more important — develop knowledge about writing they can use at work, in
their everyday lives, and in college.

The conversation on writing about writing continues on the authors' blog, Write

On: Notes on Writing about Writing (a channel on Bedford Bits,
Bedford/St.Martin's blog for teachers of writing).
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When Doug Downs and Elizabeth Wardle published their article “ Teaching about Writing, Righting
Misconceptions’ in June 2007, they challenged the field to imagine a new approach to first-year
composition. Their groundbreaking new reader, Writing About Writing, does exactly that, by encouraging
students to draw on what they know in order to contribute to ongoing conversations about writing and
literacy.

Class-tested by thousands of students, Writing about Writing presents accessible writing studies research by
authors such as Donald Murray, Mike Rose, and Deborah Brandt, together with popular texts by authors such
as Malcolm X, Sherman Alexie, and Junot Diaz. Throughout the book, friendly explanations and scaffolded
questions help students connect to readings and — even more important — devel op knowledge about writing
they can use at work, in their everyday lives, and in college.

The conversation on writing about writing continues on the authors' blog, Write On: Notes on Writing about
Writing (achannel on Bedford Bits, Bedford/St.Martin's blog for teachers of writing).
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Elizabeth Wardle is an associate professor and the Director of Writing Programs at the University of Central
Florida. Her research interests center on genre theory, transfer of writing-related knowledge, and infusing
composition classrooms with the field's best understandings of how writing works. She is currently
conducting a study examining the impact of smaller class size on the learning of composition students, as
well as a study examining the impact of the writing-about-writing pedagogy on student writing and attitudes
about writing.

Doug Downs is an assistant professor of rhetoric and composition in the Department of English at Montana
State University. His research interests center on research-writing pedagogy and facilitating undergraduate
research both in first-year composition and across the undergraduate curriculum. He continues to work
extensively with Elizabeth Wardle on writing-about-writing pedagogies and is currently studying problems
of researcher authority in undergraduate research in the humanities.

Elizabeth and Doug, along with severa of their colleagues, have been furthering the conversation on
writing-about-writing pedagogy on their Bedford Bits blog, Write On: Notes on Teaching Writing about
Writing. Visit the blog to contribute to the discussion and get some useful tips for teaching with Writing
about Writing: A College Reader.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Butler:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Writing about Writing: A College
Reader will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Edna Pilon:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
particular aren't like that. This Writing about Writing: A College Reader book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with
Writing about Writing: A College Reader content conveys the idea easily to understand by alot of people.



The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different asit. So, do you continueto
thinking Writing about Writing: A College Reader is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mark Malek:

The book untitled Writing about Writing: A College Reader is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot of exploration
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso can get the e-
book of Writing about Writing: A College Reader from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Chad Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Writing about Writing: A College
Reader, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of
hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsidentified as
reading friends.
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