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In these days of an aging traditional audience, shrinking attendance, tightened
budgets, increased competition, and exponential growth in new types of
communication methods, America’ s house museums need to take bold steps and
expand their overall purpose beyond those of the traditional museum. They need
not only to engage the communities surrounding them, but also to collaborate
with visitors on the type and quality of experience they provide. Thisbook isa
groundbreaking manifesto that calls for the establishment of a more inclusive,
visitor-centered paradigm based on the shared experience of human habitation. It
draws inspiration from film, theater, public art, and urban design to transform
historic house museums while providing a how-to guide for making historic
house museums sustainable, through five primary themes: communicating with
the surrounding community, engaging the community, re-imagining the visitor
experience, celebrating the detritus of human habitation, and acknowledging the
illusion of the shelter’ s authenticity. Anarchist's Guide to Historic House
Museums offers awry, but informed, rule-breaking perspective from authors
with years of experience and gives numerous vivid examples of both good and
not-so-good practices from house museumsin the U.S.
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In these days of an aging traditional audience, shrinking attendance, tightened budgets, increased
competition, and exponential growth in new types of communication methods, America’ s house museums
need to take bold steps and expand their overall purpose beyond those of the traditional museum. They need
not only to engage the communities surrounding them, but also to collaborate with visitors on the type and
quality of experiencethey provide. This book is a groundbreaking manifesto that calls for the establishment
of amore inclusive, visitor-centered paradigm based on the shared experience of human habitation. It draws
inspiration from film, theater, public art, and urban design to transform historic house museums while
providing a how-to guide for making historic house museums sustainable, through five primary themes:
communicating with the surrounding community, engaging the community, re-imagining the visitor
experience, celebrating the detritus of human habitation, and acknowledging the illusion of the shelter’s
authenticity. Anarchist's Guide to Historic House Museums offers awry, but informed, rule-breaking
perspective from authors with years of experience and gives numerous vivid examples of both good and not-
so-good practices from house museumsin the U.S.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thetone of the book isblunt, but | think that is necessary. The whole historic-preservation industry
isso deeply rooted in either a'Jackie Kennedy' faux-gentility or a dead-white-men's'thisishow
history isdone, boys!' approach to everything." ? Ulysses Dietz, Chief Curator and Curator of Decorative
Arts, The Newark Museum

"1 enjoyed reading thisbook very much. It iswritten in accessible language, making complex matters
very approachable. The authors have also provided a lot of concrete examples, so thereislittle
guessing at what they aretrying to say. Virtually anyonein the cultural world could take this book and
find elementsthat arerelevant to hisor her work." ? Lisa Ackerman, Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer, World Monuments Fund

"1f you are atraditionalist, you might think that Vagnone and Ryan are heretics, blasphemersor, at
thevery least, bomb throwers. You may beright. Many of theideasin thisbook go against the
standard rules of museum practice. But thisis, for many historic house museums, a time of crisis, and
crisesrequirebold action and creative thinking. The Anar chist s Guide encourages usto think
differently, to challenge conventional procedures, to put visitorsfirst, to takerisks." ? From the
Foreword by Gretchen Sullivan Sorin, The Cooperstown Graduate Program

" A book that is precisely what the doctor ordered for a patient on life support .It isnot overstating the
situation to opinethat Vagnone and Ryan, in the" Anarchist s Guide," have launched an important
campaign for change that might well determinethe future of the past by starting a discussion that is
long overdue." ? Taylor Stoermer, The History Doctor

"The Anarchist's Guideisa timely reminder to think long and hard about what and who museums are
for, and about what expertise thisrequires. Connoisseur ship alone does not a great museum make. It
isthe careful balance of objects, buildings, and peoplethat bringsit tolife." ? Katy Barrett, Royal
Museums Greenwich, Apollo Magazine

About the Author

Franklin Vagnone has professional experience in preservation, architecture, design, landscape architecture,
archive formation and management. He was the Executive Director of the Philadel phia Society for the
Preservation of Landmarks (PSPL) for four years and managed four Historic House Museums. In 2008

V agnone became the Executive Director of the Historic House Trust of New Y ork City, where he managed
23 Historic House Museums. Vaghone has won humerous awards, including two Lucy G. Moses Awards
from the New Y ork Landmarks Conservancy, the Award of Excellence from the Greater Hudson Heritage
Network, and the Award of Merit from the Museum Association of New Y ork. He serves on humerous
nonprofit boards, such as the Greater Hudson Heritage Network and the Advisory Board for the national
organization Partners for Sacred Places. His expertise and knowledge are utilized as a grant reviewer for the
New Y ork State Culture and Arts Panels. In addition to his passion for architecture and preservation,
Vagnone also paints and sculpts, regularly writes on his blog TWISTED PRESERVATION, moderates the
international LinkedIn Discussion group The Anarchist Guide to Historic House Museums, and tweets about



museums on @Franklinvagnone.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Howe:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Anarchist's Guide to Historic House Museums. Try to stumble through
book Anarchist's Guide to Historic House Museums as your friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you fedl alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jason Cook:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
isactually Anarchist's Guide to Historic House Museums.

Pear| Miller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
hereis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Anarchist's Guide to Historic House Museums why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. Theinside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Gregory Eubanks:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book iswritten or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Anarchist's Guide to Historic House Museums when you necessary it?
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