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Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's original essay "Can the Subaltern Speak?"
transformed the analysis of colonialism through an eloguent and
uncompromising argument that affirmed the contemporary relevance of Marxism
while using deconstructionist methods to explore the international division of
labor and capitalism's "worlding" of the world. Spivak's essay honesin on the
historical and ideological factors that obstruct the possibility of being heard for
those who inhabit the periphery. It is a probing interrogation of what it meansto
have political subjectivity, to be able to access the state, and to suffer the burden
of difference in a capitalist system that promises equality yet withholdsit at
every turn.

Since its publication, "Can the Subaltern Speak?' has been cited, invoked,
imitated, and critiqued. In these phenomenal essays, eight scholars take stock of
the effects and response to Spivak's work. They begin by contextualizing the
piece within the development of subaltern and postcolonial studies and the quest
for human rights. Then, through the lens of Spivak's essay, they rethink historical
problems of subalternity, voicing, and death. A final section situates "Can the
Subaltern Speak?' within contemporary issues, particularly new international
divisions of labor and the politics of silence among indigenous women of
Guatemala and Mexico. In an afterword, Spivak herself considers her essay's past
interpretations and future incarnations and the questions and histories that remain
secreted in the original and revised versions of "Can the Subaltern Speak?'&
mdash;both of which are reprinted in this book.
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Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's original essay "Can the Subaltern Speak?' transformed the analysis of
colonialism through an eloquent and uncompromising argument that affirmed the contemporary relevance of
Marxism while using deconstructionist methods to explore the international division of labor and capitalism's
"worlding" of the world. Spivak's essay honesin on the historical and ideological factors that obstruct the
possibility of being heard for those who inhabit the periphery. It is a probing interrogation of what it means
to have political subjectivity, to be able to access the state, and to suffer the burden of differencein a
capitalist system that promises equality yet withholdsit at every turn.

Sinceits publication, "Can the Subaltern Speak?' has been cited, invoked, imitated, and critiqued. In these
phenomenal essays, eight scholars take stock of the effects and response to Spivak's work. They begin by
contextualizing the piece within the development of subaltern and postcolonia studies and the quest for
human rights. Then, through the lens of Spivak's essay, they rethink historical problems of subalternity,
voicing, and death. A final section situates "' Can the Subaltern Speak?' within contemporary issues,
particularly new international divisions of labor and the politics of silence among indigenous women of
Guatemala and Mexico. In an afterword, Spivak herself considers her essay's past interpretations and future
incarnations and the questions and histories that remain secreted in the original and revised versions of "Can
the Subaltern Speak?'& mdash;both of which are reprinted in this book.
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Editorial Review
Review

Can the Subaltern Speak? is one of those extremely rare essays that can truly be said to be deserving of a
book-length consideration. Challenging, rich, dense, and virtuosic in its range of reference, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak's essay is one of the most widely read and cited in the canon of postcolonial theory.

(Brent Edwards, Columbia University)
About the Author

Rosalind C. Morrisis professor of anthropology and former associate director of the Institute for
Comparative Literature and Society at Columbia University. A scholar of both mainland Southeast Asia and
South Africa, she has published widely on topics concerning the politics of representation, the relationship
between violence and value, gender and sexuality, the mass media, and the changing forms of modernity in
the global south. Her most recent book is Photographies East: The Camera and Its Histories in East and
Southeast Asia. Sheis aso the author of In the Place of Origins. Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern
Thailand and New Worlds from Fragments. Film, Ethnography, and the Representation of Northwest Coast
Cultures.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rachel Robertson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Can the Subaltern Speak?: Reflections on the History of
an ldea as your daily resource information.

GeorgeHardy:

This Can the Subaltern Speak?: Reflections on the History of an Ideais great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean
it only givesyou straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Can the Subaltern Speak?: Reflections on the History of an Ideain your hand like keeping the world
in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world



inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Anthony Rodriguez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Can the Subaltern
Speak?. Reflections on the History of an Ideawhich isfinding the e-book version. So, why not try out this
book? Let'sfind.

Farah McCune:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Can the Subaltern Speak?: Reflections on the
History of an Idea as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Can the Subaltern Speak?: Reflections on the History of an Ideato make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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