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As religious violence flares around the world, we are confronted with an acute
dilemma: Can people coexist in peace when their basic beliefs are irreconcilable?
Benjamin Kaplan responds by taking us back to early modern Europe, when the
issue of religious toleration was no less pressing than it is today.

Divided by Faith begins in the wake of the Protestant Reformation, when the
unity of western Christendom was shattered, and takes us on a panoramic tour of
Europe's religious landscape--and its deep fault lines--over the next three
centuries. Kaplan's grand canvas reveals the patterns of conflict and toleration
among Christians, Jews, and Muslims across the continent, from the British Isles
to Poland. It lays bare the complex realities of day-to-day interactions and calls
into question the received wisdom that toleration underwent an evolutionary rise
as Europe grew more "enlightened." We are given vivid examples of the
improvised arrangements that made peaceful coexistence possible, and shown
how common folk contributed to toleration as significantly as did intellectuals
and rulers. Bloodshed was prevented not by the high ideals of tolerance and
individual rights upheld today, but by the pragmatism, charity, and social ties that
continued to bind people divided by faith.

Divided by Faith is both history from the bottom up and a much-needed
challenge to our belief in the triumph of reason over faith. This compelling story
reveals that toleration has taken many guises in the past and suggests that it may
well do the same in the future.
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As religious violence flares around the world, we are confronted with an acute dilemma: Can people coexist
in peace when their basic beliefs are irreconcilable? Benjamin Kaplan responds by taking us back to early
modern Europe, when the issue of religious toleration was no less pressing than it is today.

Divided by Faith begins in the wake of the Protestant Reformation, when the unity of western Christendom
was shattered, and takes us on a panoramic tour of Europe's religious landscape--and its deep fault lines--
over the next three centuries. Kaplan's grand canvas reveals the patterns of conflict and toleration among
Christians, Jews, and Muslims across the continent, from the British Isles to Poland. It lays bare the complex
realities of day-to-day interactions and calls into question the received wisdom that toleration underwent an
evolutionary rise as Europe grew more "enlightened." We are given vivid examples of the improvised
arrangements that made peaceful coexistence possible, and shown how common folk contributed to
toleration as significantly as did intellectuals and rulers. Bloodshed was prevented not by the high ideals of
tolerance and individual rights upheld today, but by the pragmatism, charity, and social ties that continued to
bind people divided by faith.

Divided by Faith is both history from the bottom up and a much-needed challenge to our belief in the
triumph of reason over faith. This compelling story reveals that toleration has taken many guises in the past
and suggests that it may well do the same in the future.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Strickland:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Divided by Faith:
Religious Conflict and the Practice of Toleration in Early Modern Europe suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Divided by Faith: Religious Conflict and
the Practice of Toleration in Early Modern Europeis the main one of several books in which everyone read
now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Jim May:

Typically the book Divided by Faith: Religious Conflict and the Practice of Toleration in Early Modern
Europe has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book.
That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Bernard Lewis:

The book untitled Divided by Faith: Religious Conflict and the Practice of Toleration in Early Modern
Europe contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Kim Free:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Divided by Faith: Religious Conflict and the Practice of
Toleration in Early Modern Europe was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know



how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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