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The early middle ages were an exciting period in the history of European
architecture, culminating in the development of the Romanesque style. Major
architectural innovations were made during this time including the medieval
castle, the church spire, and the monastic cloister. By avoiding the traditional
emphasis on chronological development, Roger Stalley provides a radically new
approach to the subject, exploring issues and themes rather than sequences and
dates. In addition to analysing the language of the Romanesque, the book
examines the engineering achievements of the builders, focusing on how the
great monuments of the age were designed and constructed. Ranging from
Gotland to Apulia, Stalley explores the richness and variety of European
architecture in terms of the social and religious aspirations of the time. Symbolic
meanings associated with architecture are also thoroughly investigated. Written
with style and humour, the lively text includes many quotations from ancient
sources, providing fascinating insight into the way that medieval buildings were
created, and in the process enlivening study of this period.
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The early middle ages were an exciting period in the history of European architecture, culminating in the
development of the Romanesque style. Major architectural innovations were made during this time including
the medieval castle, the church spire, and the monastic cloister. By avoiding the traditional emphasis on
chronological development, Roger Stalley provides a radically new approach to the subject, exploring issues
and themes rather than sequences and dates. In addition to analysing the language of the Romanesque, the
book examines the engineering achievements of the builders, focusing on how the great monuments of the
age were designed and constructed. Ranging from Gotland to Apulia, Stalley explores the richness and
variety of European architecture in terms of the social and religious aspirations of the time. Symbolic
meanings associated with architecture are also thoroughly investigated. Written with style and humour, the
lively text includes many quotations from ancient sources, providing fascinating insight into the way that
medieval buildings were created, and in the process enlivening study of this period.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Medieval architecture brings to mind Gothic cathedrals and fortified castles. But those styles were developed
from earlier traditions, as detailed by Stalley (history of art, Trinity Coll., Dublin). Covering the period 313-
1200 C.E., Stalley discusses the influence of early Christianity prior to the emergence of the Gothic style. He
examines stylistic periods as well as the elements of engineering and construction, the cooperative efforts of
builder and patron, and the broad categories of secular and church structures. Photographs of buildings,
diagrams, and period art tie in well with the text. Though the focus is specialized, Stalley's book is inviting to
both students and general readers. This fine addition to Oxford's series, neatly written and presented, is
recommended for public and academic libraries.
-Karen Ellis, Nicholson Memorial Lib. Syst., Garland, TX
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"In his enjoyable book, Stalley examines architecture in western Europe, from the legalization of Christianity
in 313 CE to the period around 1200, when patrons began to prefer the Gothic style.... Each chapter is well
illustrated and clearly written, and the book ends with a concise section of endnotes, a useful bibliographic
essay, and a well-designed time line incorporating religious and historical event as well as architectural
chronology."--CHOICE

"This is a book that is well-conceived, cogently organized and lucidy written."--Professor Stephen Murray,
Columbia University

About the Author

Roger Stalley is Professor of the History of Art at Trinity College, Dublin. His previous books include
Architecture and Sculpture in Ireland 1150-1350 (1971), The Cistercian Monasteries of Ireland (1987), Irish
High Crosses (1991), and Ireland and Europe in the Middle Ages (1993). He has published over fifty articles
on various aspects of medieval sculpture and architecture. He is a member of the Royal Irish Academy and
an Honorary member of the Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lee Rutledge:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a



book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Early Medieval Architecture (Oxford History of Art) it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Donna Bradford:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Early Medieval Architecture (Oxford
History of Art) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Early Medieval Architecture (Oxford History of Art) as good book not just by the cover but also with the
content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kenneth Matson:

This Early Medieval Architecture (Oxford History of Art) is brand new way for you who has interest to look
for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Early Medieval Architecture
(Oxford History of Art) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy
to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book
is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your
better life and also knowledge.

Christina Almonte:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Early Medieval Architecture (Oxford History of Art) we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with
that book Early Medieval Architecture (Oxford History of Art). You can more attractive than now.
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