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Katherin A. Rogers presents a new theory of free will, based on the thought of
Anselm of Canterbury. We did not originally produce ourselves. Yet, according
to Anselm, we can engage in self-creation, freely and responsibly forming our
characters by choosing 'from ourselves' (a se) between open options. Anselm
introduces a new, agent-causal libertarianism which is parsimonious in that,
unlike other agent-causal theories, it does not appeal to any unique and
mysterious powers to explain how the free agent chooses. After setting out
Anselm's original theory, Rogers defends and develops it by addressing a series
of standard problems levelled against libertarianism. These include the problem
of 'internalism--in that an agent is not the source of his original motivations, how
can the structure of his choice ground his responsibility?; the problem of
Frankfurt-style counterexamples--Do we really need open options to choose
freely?; and the problem of luck--If nothing about an agent before he chooses
explains his choice, then isn't the choice just dumb luck? (The Anselmian answer
to this perennial criticism is especially innovative, proposing that the critic has
the relationship between choices and character exactly backwards.) Finally, as a
theory about self-creation, Anselmian Libertarianism must defend the tracing
thesis, the claim that an agent can be responsible for character-determined
choices, if he, himself, formed his character through earlier a se choices.
Throughout, the book defends and exemplifies a new methodological suggestion:
someone debating free will ought to make his background world view explicit. In
the on-going debate over the possibility of human freedom and responsibility,
Anselmian Libertarianism constitutes a new and plausible approach.
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theories, it does not appeal to any unique and mysterious powers to explain how the free agent chooses. After
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the source of his original motivations, how can the structure of his choice ground his responsibility?; the
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Editorial Review

Review

"This will very likely help structure the ongoing discussion and promote future progress towards the goal of
deepening our understanding of the medieval debate on free will and its importance in relation to
contemporary issues in metaphysics." -- Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews Online

About the Author

Katherin A. Rogers, University of Delaware

Katherin A. Rogers is a Professor in the Philosophy Department at the University of Delaware. She
specializes in Medieval Philosophy (especially the work of St. Anselm of Canterbury), Philosophy of
Religion, and the Metaphysics of Free Will. She has published in various journals including Faith and
Philosophy, Religious Studies, and Social Theory and Practice on topics including God and time, the
Incarnation, evidence for the existence of God, and a new theory of punishment. Her books include Anselm
on Freedom (OUP, 2008) and Perfect Being Theology (Edinburgh University Press, 2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

The book Freedom and Self-Creation: Anselmian Libertarianism make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Freedom and Self-
Creation: Anselmian Libertarianism to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like open and read a publication Freedom and Self-Creation: Anselmian Libertarianism. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ellen Kelsey:

This Freedom and Self-Creation: Anselmian Libertarianism are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Freedom and Self-Creation: Anselmian
Libertarianism can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Freedom and Self-Creation: Anselmian Libertarianism forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in



your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Thomas Evans:

The reserve with title Freedom and Self-Creation: Anselmian Libertarianism has lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Linda Henderson:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Freedom and Self-Creation: Anselmian
Libertarianism can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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