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Why do strong opposition party organizations emerge in some democratizing
countries, while those in others remain weak or quickly fragment on ethnic lines?
From Protest to Parties provides an explanation for differencesin opposition
party strength in demacratizing regimesin Africathat remain far from
democratic. The book argues that strong parties benefit from pre-existing
mobilizing structures that transcend ethnic and other cleavages. These mobilizing
structures are alegacy of authoritarian rule. Where authoritarian states relied on
alliances with corporate actors, notably organized labor, they unintentionally
armed their allies, providing them with structures and resources that could later
be used to effectively challenge the state. Secondly, opposition parties are more
likely to maintain their organizational cohesion and the commitment of activists
when they use strategies and appeal s that escalate conflict and reorient social
boundaries around the lines of partisan affiliation. Polarization forges stronger
parties, but it also increases the likelihood of violence and authoritarian
retrenchment.

From Protest to Parties draws upon an in-depth analysis of three countriesin
Anglophone Africa: Zimbabwe, Zambia and Kenya. Though these countries
share similar institutional frameworks, including electoral rules, opposition party
devel opment takes a different route in each. In addition to providing a unique
window into the politics of mobilization and protest in closed political regimes,
the book sheds light on how the choices of political elites affect organizational
development.
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Why do strong opposition party organizations emerge in some democratizing countries, while those in others
remain weak or quickly fragment on ethnic lines? From Protest to Parties provides an explanation for
differencesin opposition party strength in democratizing regimes in Africathat remain far from democratic.
The book argues that strong parties benefit from pre-existing mobilizing structures that transcend ethnic and
other cleavages. These mobilizing structures are alegacy of authoritarian rule. Where authoritarian states
relied on aliances with corporate actors, notably organized labor, they unintentionally armed their alies,
providing them with structures and resources that could later be used to effectively challenge the state.
Secondly, opposition parties are more likely to maintain their organizational cohesion and the commitment
of activists when they use strategies and appeals that escalate conflict and reorient social boundaries around
the lines of partisan affiliation. Polarization forges stronger parties, but it also increases the likelihood of
violence and authoritarian retrenchment.

From Protest to Parties draws upon an in-depth analysis of three countriesin Anglophone Africa:
Zimbabwe, Zambia and Kenya. Though these countries share similar institutional frameworks, including
electoral rules, opposition party development takes a different route in each. In addition to providing a
unique window into the poalitics of mobilization and protest in closed political regimes, the book sheds light
on how the choices of palitical elites affect organizational development.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisbook isamajor contribution. Nearly all political scientists agree that strong parties are critical to
achieving and sustaining democracy, but party-building in the developing world has proven far more difficult
than many scholars anticipated. From Protest to Parties offers anew - and highly compelling - theory of
why strong opposition parties emerge in some contexts but not others. Based on impressive field research in
Kenya, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, the book shows that robust party organizations are often forged during
periods of intense polarization and conflict. This book is helping to reshape scholarly debates about party
formation. It should be required reading for anyone interested in parties and party organization in the
developing world." --Steven Levitsky, Professor of Government, Harvard University

"The intricate exploration of the origins and outcomes of political party development in From Protest to
Parties shows that conflict is adouble-edged sword. It can amplify popular protests and make parties
stronger, thereby promoting democracy, but it can aso trigger authoritarian backlash. By comparing well-
chosen cases from three African countries, LeBas helps move forward our understanding of the divergent
dynamics of contemporary political change." --Michael Bratton, University Distinguished Professor of
Political Science and African Studies, Michigan State University

"How can activists build strong opposition parties to overturn single-party rule? And how can they build
such parties despite ethnic divisions and the ever-present threat of repression? She shows that the strategies
of both rulers and activists, with their frequently unintended consequences, provide the main answers.
Polarization and conflict, LeBas finds, can encourage democratization as much as consensus and negotiation
- even asthey increase the risk of arepressive backlash by rulers. Thisimportant book will interest many
audiences, including scholars of socia movements and ‘contentious politics.™ --Jeff Goodwin, New Y ork
University

"Following giants like Jackson and Rosberg, LeBas masterfully refines our understanding of how variation -
not uniformity - in authoritarian experience continues to shape democratization in sub-Saharan Africa. At the
same time, she captures the critical role that choices of elite actors play. The systematic juxtaposition of
'Legacy and Choice" is at the heart of this splendid book." --Staffan |. Lindberg, Associate Professor of
Political Science, University of Gothenburg & University of Florida

"Extensive interviews, sometimes under difficult circumstances, paved the way for thisinnovative and
thought-provoking book ...[LeBas] has produced an important piece of research that will leave scholars
thinking for some time to come." --Compar ative Political Sudies



"LeBas has written a sophisticated book at the cutting edge of research on African political parties. The early
chapters should be required reading for students of political parties, who will appreciate the clarity and force
of the legacy argument.” --Journal of Modern African Sudies

"LeBas shows how a highly contentious transition to democracy can help strengthen political parties but also
tendsto increase the possibility of political violence The books analysis of party competition is astute and
ringstrue." --Foreign Affairs

About the Author

Adrienne LeBasis an Assistant Professor of Government at the School of Public Affairs, American
University, Washington, DC. She previously taught at Michigan State University and was a Postdoctoral
Prize Research Fellow at Nuffield College, University of Oxford. Her current work examines popular
responses to political violencein Kenya.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this From Protest to Parties: Party-Building and Democratization in Africa.

LauraBurke:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book From Protest to Parties: Party-Building and Democratization
in Africa. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book From Protest to Parties: Party-Building and Democratization in Africa. Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open abook or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Trina Durham:

Exactly why? Because this From Protest to Parties. Party-Building and Democratization in Africaisan
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such



awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but till convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | were being you
| will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lauralde

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and From Protest to Parties: Party-Building and
Democratization in Africa as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes From Protest to Parties. Party-Building and Democratization in Africato make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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