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Over the next couple of decades, it is estimated that 250 million Chinese citizens
will move from rural areas into cities, pushing the country’s urban population
over one billion. China has built hundreds of new cities and urban districts over
the past thirty years, and hundreds more are set to be built by 2030 as the central
government kicks its urbanization initiative into overdrive. As China redraws its
map with new cities, it isn't just creating new urban areas, but also engineering a
new culture and way of life. Yet, many of these new cities, such as the infamous
Kangbashi and Yujiapu, stand nearly empty, construction having ground to a halt
due to the loss of investors and colossal debt.

In Ghost Cities of China, Wade Shepard examines this phenomenon up close. He
posits that the shedding of traditional social structures in the country is at an
advanced stage, and a rootless, consumption-centric globalized culture is rapidly
taking its place. Incorporating interviews and on-the-ground investigation, Ghost
Cities of China examines China’s under-populated modern cities and the
country’s overly ambitious building program.
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Over the next couple of decades, it is estimated that 250 million Chinese citizens will move from rural areas
into cities, pushing the country’s urban population over one billion. China has built hundreds of new cities
and urban districts over the past thirty years, and hundreds more are set to be built by 2030 as the central
government kicks its urbanization initiative into overdrive. As China redraws its map with new cities, it isn't
just creating new urban areas, but also engineering a new culture and way of life. Yet, many of these new
cities, such as the infamous Kangbashi and Yujiapu, stand nearly empty, construction having ground to a halt
due to the loss of investors and colossal debt.

In Ghost Cities of China, Wade Shepard examines this phenomenon up close. He posits that the shedding of
traditional social structures in the country is at an advanced stage, and a rootless, consumption-centric
globalized culture is rapidly taking its place. Incorporating interviews and on-the-ground investigation,
Ghost Cities of China examines China’s under-populated modern cities and the country’s overly ambitious
building program.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Ghost Cities tells a mixed story of China’s urbanisation drive. . . . Shepard presents an even-handed picture
of this process as he has witnessed it and leaves the question of the future open.”
 
(Royal Society for Asian Affairs)

From the Back Cover

Featuring everything from sports stadiums to shopping malls, hundreds of new urban areas in China stand
empty, with hundreds more set to be completed by 2030. Between now and then, the country's urban
population will leap to over one billion, as the central government kicks its urbanization initiative into
overdrive. In the process, traditional social structures are being torn apart, and a rootles, semi-displaced,
consumption oriented culture is rapidly taking their place. Ghost Cities of China is an enthralling dialogue-
driven, on-location search for an understanding of China's new cities and the reasons why many have not yet
attracted sizable populations.

About the Author

Wade Shepard is editor-in-chief at the China Chronicle. He lives in Xiamen, Fujian Province, China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Ghost Cities of China: The Story of
Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian Arguments) book as beginning and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bobby Griffin:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most



Populated Country (Asian Arguments) as your daily resource information.

Richard Crowe:

The particular book Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated
Country (Asian Arguments) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you.
The book Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country
(Asian Arguments) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Keith Kemp:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's
Most Populated Country (Asian Arguments) can make you feel more interested to read.
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