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Upon its release in 1956, Don Siegel's Invasion of the Body Snatchers was
widely perceived as another 'B' movie thriller in the cycle of science fiction and
horror films that proliferated in the 1950s. Yet the film addresses numerous
issues brewing in post-war US society, including the Cold War, McCarthyism
and the changing dynamics of gender relations. In the fifty years since the film's
release, its reputation has grown from cult status to become an acknowledged
classic of American cinema. With its narrative of emotionless alien duplicates
replacing average folk, Invasion of the Body Snatchers was the first post-war
horror film to locate the monstrous in the everyday, thus marking it as a pivotal
moment in American horror film history four years before Psycho.

In this first comprehensive critical study of the film, Barry Keith Grant traces
Invasion's historical and generic contexts to explore the importance of
Communism and conformity, post-war modernity and gender politics in order to
understand the film's cultural significance and metaphorical weight. He also
provides an account of the film's fraught production history and offers an
extended discussion of the distinctive contributions of the production personnel.
Concluding with a consideration of the three remakes it has inspired, Grant
illustrates how Invasion of the Body Snatchers' enduring popularity derives from
its central metaphor for the monstrous, which has proven as flexible as that of the
vampire and the zombie.
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Upon its release in 1956, Don Siegel's Invasion of the Body Snatchers was widely perceived as another 'B'
movie thriller in the cycle of science fiction and horror films that proliferated in the 1950s. Yet the film
addresses numerous issues brewing in post-war US society, including the Cold War, McCarthyism and the
changing dynamics of gender relations. In the fifty years since the film's release, its reputation has grown
from cult status to become an acknowledged classic of American cinema. With its narrative of emotionless
alien duplicates replacing average folk, Invasion of the Body Snatchers was the first post-war horror film to
locate the monstrous in the everyday, thus marking it as a pivotal moment in American horror film history
four years before Psycho.

In this first comprehensive critical study of the film, Barry Keith Grant traces Invasion's historical and
generic contexts to explore the importance of Communism and conformity, post-war modernity and gender
politics in order to understand the film's cultural significance and metaphorical weight. He also provides an
account of the film's fraught production history and offers an extended discussion of the distinctive
contributions of the production personnel. Concluding with a consideration of the three remakes it has
inspired, Grant illustrates how Invasion of the Body Snatchers' enduring popularity derives from its central
metaphor for the monstrous, which has proven as flexible as that of the vampire and the zombie.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Upon its release in 1956, Don Siegel's Invasion of the Body Snatchers was widely perceived as another 'B'
movie thriller in the cycle of science fiction and horror films that proliferated in the 1950s. Yet the film
addresses numerous issues brewing in post-war US society, including the Cold War, McCarthyism and the
changing dynamics of gender relations. In the fifty years since the film's release, its reputation has grown
from cult status to become an acknowledged classic of American cinema. With its narrative of emotionless
alien duplicates replacing average folk, Invasion of the Body Snatchers was the first post-war horror film to
locate the monstrous in the everyday, thus marking it as a pivotal moment in American horror film history
four years before Psycho.

In this first comprehensive critical study of the film, Barry Keith Grant traces Invasion's historical and
generic contexts to explore the importance of Communism and conformity, post-war modernity and gender
politics in order to understand the film's cultural significance and metaphorical weight. He also provides an
account of the film's fraught production history and offers an extended discussion of the distinctive
contributions of the production personnel. Concluding with a consideration of the three remakes it has
inspired, Grant illustrates how Invasion of the Body Snatchers' enduring popularity derives from its central
metaphor for the monstrous, which has proven as flexible as that of the vampire and the zombie.

About the Author
BARRY KEITH GRANT is ?Professor of Film Studies and Popular Culture at Brock University, Ontario,
Canada. He is the author of Film Genre: From Iconography to Ideology (2007), Voyages of Discovery: The
Cinema of Frederick Wiseman (1992), co-author with Steve Blandford and Jim Hillier of The Film Studies
Dictionary (2001), co-author with Jim Hillier of 100 Documentary Films (2009) and editor of The Dread of
Difference: Gender and the Horror Film (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Mark Bock:

The book untitled Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) contain a lot of information on this.



The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Beverly Hill:

This Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Mary Adam:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) was filled
about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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