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Although it appears second in the New Testament, Mark is generally recognized
asthefirst Gospel to be written. Captivating nonstop narrative characterizes this
earliest account of the life and teachings of Jesus. In the first installment of his
two-volume commentary on Mark, New Testament scholar Joel Marcus
recaptures the power of Mark’s enigmatic narrative and capitalizes on itslively
pace to lead readers through familiar and not-so-familiar episodes from the
ministry of Jesus.

As Marcus points out, the Gospel of Mark can be understood only against the
backdrop of the apocalyptic atmosphere of the Jewish rebellions of 66-73 c.e.,
during which the Roman army destroyed the Temple of Jerusalem (70 c.e.).
While the Jewish revolutionaries believed that the war was “the beginning of the
end” and that a messianic redeemer would soon appear to lead his people to
victory over their human enemies (the Romans) and cosmic foes (the demons),
for Mark the redeemer had aready come in the person of Jesus. Paradoxically,
however, Jesus had won the decisive holy-war victory when he was rejected by
his own people and executed on a Roman cross.

The student of two of this generation’ s most respected Bible scholars and Anchor
Bible authors, Raymond E. Brown and J. Louis Martyn, Marcus helps readers
understand the history, social customs, economic realities, religious movements,
and spiritual and personal circumstances that made Jesus who he was. The result
is aBible commentary of the quality and originality readers have come to expect
of the renowned Anchor Bible series. Challenging to scholars and enlightening to
laypeople, Mark 1-8 is an invaluable tool for anyone reading the Gospel story.
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Although it appears second in the New Testament, Mark is generally recognized as the first Gospel to be
written. Captivating nonstop narrative characterizes this earliest account of the life and teachings of Jesus. In
the first installment of his two-volume commentary on Mark, New Testament scholar Joel Marcus recaptures
the power of Mark’s enigmatic narrative and capitalizes on itslively pace to lead readers through familiar
and not-so-familiar episodes from the ministry of Jesus.

As Marcus points out, the Gospel of Mark can be understood only against the backdrop of the apocalyptic
atmosphere of the Jewish rebellions of 66-73 c.e., during which the Roman army destroyed the Temple of
Jerusalem (70 c.e.). While the Jewish revolutionaries believed that the war was “the beginning of the end”
and that a messianic redeemer would soon appear to lead his people to victory over their human enemies (the
Romans) and cosmic foes (the demons), for Mark the redeemer had aready come in the person of Jesus.
Paradoxically, however, Jesus had won the decisive holy-war victory when he was rejected by hisown
people and executed on a Roman cross.

The student of two of this generation’s most respected Bible scholars and Anchor Bible authors, Raymond E.
Brown and J. Louis Martyn, Marcus hel ps readers understand the history, social customs, economic realities,
religious movements, and spiritual and personal circumstances that made Jesus who he was. The resultisa
Bible commentary of the quality and originality readers have come to expect of the renowned Anchor Bible
series. Challenging to scholars and enlightening to laypeople, Mark 1-8 is an invaluable tool for anyone
reading the Gospel story.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The long-awaited completion of the Marcus commentary on Mark has been well worth the wait. It provides
the serious student of Mark one of the best commentaries available for the study of this Gospel. . . . Any
serious student of the Gospel of Mark should possess this commentary."—Robert H. Stein, Journal of the
Evangelical Theological Society

(Robert H Stein Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society)

About the Author

Joel Marcusis Professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at the Boston University School of
Theology, having previously taught at the University of Glasgow and Princeton Theological Seminary. Aside
from his many scholarly publicationsin prestigious journals such as the Journal of Biblical Literature,
Catholic Biblical Quarterly, and New Testament Studies, he is the author of two scholarly books on the
Gospel of Mark aswell as the more pastoral Jesus and the Holocaust: Reflections on Suffering and Hope.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Williams:

The book Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Y ale Bible Commentaries) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like abook Mark 1-8 (The
Anchor Y ae Bible Commentaries)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that will book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share al of
these. Book Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Y ae Bible Commentaries) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by available and read abook. Soitis
very wonderful.

Richard Morris:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Y ale Bible Commentaries) book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Y ae Bible Commentaries) content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different asit. So,
do you till thinking Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Y ale Bible Commentaries) is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?



Todd Pfeifer:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Yae Bible
Commentaries) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for al you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you may pick Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Y ae Bible Commentaries) become your own starter.

Kevin Diaz:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Y ale Bible
Commentaries) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Mark 1-8 (The Anchor Yae
Bible Commentaries) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one publication
that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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