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Since 1857, hardly a year has gone by without a book or play or monograph or
film about the Brontës. Each generation has reimagined Charlotte, Emily, and
Anne in ways that reflect changing visions—of the role of the woman writer or of
sexuality or of the very concept of personality. Charlotte Brontë has been seen as
domestic saint, as sex-starved hysteric, as ambitious literary careerist. Her sister
Emily has been furnished with apocryphal lovers of both sexes; has even been
denied the authorship of Wuthering Heights by conspiracy theorists who attribute
it to her brother, Branwell.

Now Lucasta Miller, in The Brontë Myth, shows us how the Brontës became
cultural symbols almost as soon as their novels were published; how they became
notorious even before the veil dropped from their carefully chosen pseudonyms,
as Charlotte’s Jane Eyre and Emily’s Wuthering Heights, appearing out of
nowhere, instantly fascinated, inspired, and scandalized English readers.

The subsequent discovery that Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell were three youngish
spinsters— parson’s daughters—living rural lives of utmost propriety made
interest in the sisters obsessive. Add a supposedly ferocious father and untimely
death, to say nothing of the Victorian penchant for seeing noble sacrifice in every
possible situation, and the production of legends multiplied.

Lucasta Miller provides fascinating insight into the manufacture of cultural myth
and how it can distort our memory of the artist even as it obscures the art. She
traces the reinterpretations, indeed re-creations, of the Brontës, from Charlotte’s
own efforts to soften her dead sisters’ reputations and Mrs. Gaskell’s classic
portrait of the artists as exemplary Christian ladies to the fashionably Freudian
psychobiographies of the 1920s and ’30s, from counterfeit memorabilia and the
promotion of literary tourism to Hollywood representations of gloomy heroines
on savage windswept moors. She rescues the Brontës from their admirers and
attackers, giving us back three vivid women who, with little formal education,
were writing in the days when few women dared to try: geniuses and sisters who,
in the words of a household witness in the late 1850s, were “as cheerful and full
of spirits as possible.... full of fun and merriment.”
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Since 1857, hardly a year has gone by without a book or play or monograph or film about the Brontës. Each
generation has reimagined Charlotte, Emily, and Anne in ways that reflect changing visions—of the role of
the woman writer or of sexuality or of the very concept of personality. Charlotte Brontë has been seen as
domestic saint, as sex-starved hysteric, as ambitious literary careerist. Her sister Emily has been furnished
with apocryphal lovers of both sexes; has even been denied the authorship of Wuthering Heights by
conspiracy theorists who attribute it to her brother, Branwell.

Now Lucasta Miller, in The Brontë Myth, shows us how the Brontës became cultural symbols almost as soon
as their novels were published; how they became notorious even before the veil dropped from their carefully
chosen pseudonyms, as Charlotte’s Jane Eyre and Emily’s Wuthering Heights, appearing out of nowhere,
instantly fascinated, inspired, and scandalized English readers.

The subsequent discovery that Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell were three youngish spinsters— parson’s
daughters—living rural lives of utmost propriety made interest in the sisters obsessive. Add a supposedly
ferocious father and untimely death, to say nothing of the Victorian penchant for seeing noble sacrifice in
every possible situation, and the production of legends multiplied.

Lucasta Miller provides fascinating insight into the manufacture of cultural myth and how it can distort our
memory of the artist even as it obscures the art. She traces the reinterpretations, indeed re-creations, of the
Brontës, from Charlotte’s own efforts to soften her dead sisters’ reputations and Mrs. Gaskell’s classic
portrait of the artists as exemplary Christian ladies to the fashionably Freudian psychobiographies of the
1920s and ’30s, from counterfeit memorabilia and the promotion of literary tourism to Hollywood
representations of gloomy heroines on savage windswept moors. She rescues the Brontës from their admirers
and attackers, giving us back three vivid women who, with little formal education, were writing in the days
when few women dared to try: geniuses and sisters who, in the words of a household witness in the late
1850s, were “as cheerful and full of spirits as possible.... full of fun and merriment.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Even in their lifetimes, the Bronte sisters—Charlotte, Emily and Anne—were remarkable figures whose
literary reputations were often shrouded in a web of myth and lies that to some degree still endures. In this
volume, Miller, a literary critic and former deputy literary editor of The Independent, presents a markedly
intelligent "metabiography" that sorts through these half-truths to give a fresh, original portrait of three
exceptional writers. Celebrated by some of their 19th century readers as literary heroes and castigated by
others as reckless and immoral, the Brontes defied conventions even as they tried to live within them:
"revolutionizing the imaginative presentation of women’s inner lives" even as they cultivated the social
persona of "the modest spinster daughter." Miller traces the trajectory of their careers, particularly
Charlotte’s, from their childhood games to the stunning success of Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights.
Drawing on a wealth of letters and scholarly works, Miller succeeds in carefully revealing how the rumors
that portrayed the Brontes as gothic creatures, saints and martyrs became more important than the women’s
novels, "covering and supplanting," as Henry James said, "their matter, their spirit, their style, their talent,
their taste." Miller touches on everyone from Elizabeth Gaskell, whose famous Life of Charlotte Bronte
(1857) "marked the birth of the Brontes as cultural icons," to Ted Hughes, and thus illuminates not only the
lives of the sisters, but the significance and import of their work. Ultimately, such literary reclamation is
what Miller is after: to clear up the clutter of history, to bring to light the genius and artistry of the novels and
to let the Brontes speak for themselves. 
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
Although a collaborative first book of poems sold only two copies, the Brontë sisters were in their own time
subject to the kind of cult fascination that persists today, with thousands of pilgrims journeying every year to
the Brontë home, in Yorkshire. Miller's ingenious book traces this fascination, beginning with Mrs. Gaskell's
famous 1857 biography, which sought to excuse the "coarseness" of novels like "Jane Eyre" and "Wuthering
Heights" by embellishing details of the authors' gothically miserable childhood. Miller provides a
corrective—a biography of a biography—showing how successive generations, including Stracheyan,
Freudian, feminist, and poststructural critics, remolded the Brontës to fit their own agendas. Like Mrs.
Gaskell's, these treatments often focussed more on the authors' lives than on their work, in spite of
Charlotte's plea: "I wished critics would judge me as an author, not as a woman."
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
Desolate moors, isolated parsonage, doomed siblings and their fevered imaginations--these are elements of
the Bronte myth. Charlotte herself had trouble explaining where such powerful fiction as Jane Eyre and
Wuthering Heights came from, and she helped foster the myth to deflect criticism from those who thought
her works and those of her sisters were immoral and coarse. The myth was refined by friend and biographer
Mrs. Gaskell, who marginalized the writings and crafted a sentimental image of Charlotte as a domestic
martyr; later it was adopted by various novelists, dramatists, psycho-biographers, filmmakers, and feminists.
Our image of Emily as "mystic of the moors" can be traced, again, to Charlotte, who felt there was
something disturbing about Emily's creative gift. It is only recently, Miller asserts, that all of the Brontes
have started to emerge from the shadows, with critics and biographers focusing at last on the works rather
than just the lives. This book gives serious Bronte readers much to ponder. Mary Ellen Quinn
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley McKay:

This The Brontë Myth book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Brontë Myth without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Brontë Myth can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Brontë Myth having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jessica Jennings:

Here thing why this The Brontë Myth are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Brontë Myth giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with The Brontë Myth. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Brontë Myth in e-book can be your
substitute.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Brontë Myth book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The Brontë Myth content conveys thinking
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Brontë Myth is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Virginia White:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Brontë Myth when you required it?
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