
The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How
Groupthink and Intolerance Define the Left

By Kim R. Holmes

The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How Groupthink and Intolerance Define
the Left By Kim R. Holmes

A former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State and currently a Distinguished Fellow
at the Heritage Foundation, Kim R. Holmes surveys the state of liberalism in
America today and finds that it is becoming its
opposite—illiberalism—abandoning the precepts of open-mindedness and
respect for individual rights, liberties, and the rule of law upon which the country
was founded, and becoming instead an intolerant, rigidly dogmatic ideology that
abhors dissent and stifles free speech. Tracing the new illiberalism historically to
the radical Enlightenment, a movement that rejected the classic liberal ideas of
the moderate Enlightenment that were prominent in the American Founding,
Holmes argues that today’s liberalism has forsaken its American roots,
incorporating instead the authoritarian, anti-clerical, and anti-capitalist prejudices
of the radical and largely European Left. The result is a closing of the American
liberal mind. Where once freedom of speech and expression were sacrosanct,
today liberalism employs speech codes, trigger warnings, boycotts, and shaming
rituals to stifle freedom of thought, expression, and action. It is no longer
appropriate to call it liberalism at all, but illiberalism—a set of ideas in politics,
government, and popular culture that increasingly reflects authoritarian and even
anti-democratic values, and which is devising new strategies of exclusiveness to
eliminate certain ideas and people from the political process. Although
illiberalism has always been a temptation for American liberals, lurking in the
radical fringes of the Left, it is today the dominant ideology of progressive liberal
circles. This makes it a new danger not only to the once venerable tradition of
liberalism, but to the American nation itself, which needs a viable liberal
tradition that pursues social and economic equality while respecting individual
liberties.
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A former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State and currently a Distinguished Fellow at the Heritage Foundation,
Kim R. Holmes surveys the state of liberalism in America today and finds that it is becoming its
opposite—illiberalism—abandoning the precepts of open-mindedness and respect for individual rights,
liberties, and the rule of law upon which the country was founded, and becoming instead an intolerant,
rigidly dogmatic ideology that abhors dissent and stifles free speech. Tracing the new illiberalism historically
to the radical Enlightenment, a movement that rejected the classic liberal ideas of the moderate
Enlightenment that were prominent in the American Founding, Holmes argues that today’s liberalism has
forsaken its American roots, incorporating instead the authoritarian, anti-clerical, and anti-capitalist
prejudices of the radical and largely European Left. The result is a closing of the American liberal mind.
Where once freedom of speech and expression were sacrosanct, today liberalism employs speech codes,
trigger warnings, boycotts, and shaming rituals to stifle freedom of thought, expression, and action. It is no
longer appropriate to call it liberalism at all, but illiberalism—a set of ideas in politics, government, and
popular culture that increasingly reflects authoritarian and even anti-democratic values, and which is
devising new strategies of exclusiveness to eliminate certain ideas and people from the political process.
Although illiberalism has always been a temptation for American liberals, lurking in the radical fringes of the
Left, it is today the dominant ideology of progressive liberal circles. This makes it a new danger not only to
the once venerable tradition of liberalism, but to the American nation itself, which needs a viable liberal
tradition that pursues social and economic equality while respecting individual liberties.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kim R. Holmes is a Distinguished Fellow and former Vice President of The Heritage Foundation and a
former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State. His published works include Rebound: Getting America Back to
Great (Rowman & Littlefield, 2013) and Liberty’s Best Hope: American Leadership for the 21st Century
(Heritage Foundation, 2007). He has an M.A. and a Ph.D. in history from Georgetown University with a
focus on European and American history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Davis Miller:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How Groupthink and Intolerance
Define the Left as the daily resource information.

Sarah Ruff:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How Groupthink and Intolerance
Define the Left was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Joseph Gee:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How Groupthink and Intolerance Define the Left. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for
a other place.



Betty McClanahan:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How
Groupthink and Intolerance Define the Left to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the guide The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How
Groupthink and Intolerance Define the Left can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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