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In this major new book, Wolfgang Behringer surveys the phenomenon of
witchcraft past and present. Drawing on the latest historical and anthropological
findings, Behringer sheds new light on the history of European witchcraft, while
demonstrating that witch-hunts are not simply part of the European past.
Although witch-hunts have long since been outlawed in Europe, other societies
have struggled with the idea that witchcraft does not exist. As Behringer shows,
witch-hunts continue to pose a major problem in Africa and among tribal people
in America, Asia and Australia. The belief that certain people are able to cause
harm by supernatural powers endures throughout the world today.

Wolfgang Behringer explores the idea of witchcraft as an anthropological
phenomenon with a historical dimension, aiming to outline and to understand the
meaning of large-scale witchcraft persecutions in early modern Europe and in
present-day Africa. He deals systematically with the belief in witchcraft and the
persecution of witches, as well as with the process of outlawing witch-hunts. He
examines the impact of anti-witch-hunt legislation in Europe, and discusses the
problems caused in societies where European law was imposed in colonial times.
In conclusion, the relationship between witches old and new is assessed.

This book will make essential reading for all those interested in the history and
anthropology of witchcraft and magic.
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In this major new book, Wolfgang Behringer surveys the phenomenon of witchcraft past and present.
Drawing on the latest historical and anthropological findings, Behringer sheds new light on the history of
European witchcraft, while demonstrating that witch-hunts are not simply part of the European past.
Although witch-hunts have long since been outlawed in Europe, other societies have struggled with the idea
that witchcraft does not exist. As Behringer shows, witch-hunts continue to pose a major problem in Africa
and among tribal people in America, Asia and Australia. The belief that certain people are able to cause harm
by supernatural powers endures throughout the world today.

Wolfgang Behringer explores the idea of witchcraft as an anthropological phenomenon with a historical
dimension, aiming to outline and to understand the meaning of large-scale witchcraft persecutions in early
modern Europe and in present-day Africa. He deals systematically with the belief in witchcraft and the
persecution of witches, as well as with the process of outlawing witch-hunts. He examines the impact of
anti-witch-hunt legislation in Europe, and discusses the problems caused in societies where European law
was imposed in colonial times. In conclusion, the relationship between witches old and new is assessed.

This book will make essential reading for all those interested in the history and anthropology of witchcraft
and magic.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An eye-opening accomplishment ... [Behringer's] careful and nuanced volume attests to the erstwhile human
tendency, still tragically prominent, to succumb to paranoid fantasies about one's neighbours, colleagues and
constituents: to accuse them of being in league with dark forces; to work to isolate, hound and even expunge
them from the body politic."
Journal of Genocide Research

"Wolfgang Behringer establishes the importance of a truly global history of witchcraft. Setting aside familiar
Western notions, he deploys a more comprehensive definition of witchcraft as the malicious use of evil
magic. He brilliantly sketches the history of European witch-hunting and uses this to illuminate the
twentieth-century struggle against witches in many parts of the post-colonial world such as South America,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia and Papua New Guinea. This book marks a real advance in our understanding of
witchcraft, and a remarkable and astute blending of anthropology with history."
H. C. Erik Midelfort, University of Virginia

"Witchcraft has recently been the subject of an enormous amount of research and yet some of its main issues
still need reappraisal. This book makes a compelling case for re-examining witchcraft in a fundamental way
by reconnecting the new historical scholarship with the discipline of anthropology and treating the subject in
a world perspective and as a universal phenomenon. Already Europe's leading expert on the early modern
witchcraft trials, Wolfgang Behringer not only gives us a superb overview of where our knowledge of them
currently stands but takes us on a global tour of witchcraft in modern societies. Unexpectedly, we discover
how much the European and non-European experience have had in common."
Stuart Clark, University of Wales Swansea

From the Back Cover
In this major new book, Wolfgang Behringer surveys the phenomenon of witchcraft past and present.
Drawing on the latest historical and anthropological findings, Behringer sheds new light on the history of
European witchcraft, while demonstrating that witch-hunts are not simply part of the European past.
Although witch-hunts have long since been outlawed in Europe, other societies have struggled with the idea
that witchcraft does not exist. As Behringer shows, witch-hunts continue to pose a major problem in Africa
and among tribal people in America, Asia and Australia. The belief that certain people are able to cause harm
by supernatural powers endures throughout the world today.

Wolfgang Behringer explores the idea of witchcraft as an anthropological phenomenon with a historical
dimension, aiming to outline and to understand the meaning of large-scale witchcraft persecutions in early
modern Europe and in present-day Africa. He deals systematically with the belief in witchcraft and the
persecution of witches, as well as with the process of outlawing witch-hunts. He examines the impact of
anti-witch-hunt legislation in Europe, and discusses the problems caused in societies where European law
was imposed in colonial times. In conclusion, the relationship between witches old and new is assessed.

This book will make essential reading for all those interested in the history and anthropology of witchcraft
and magic.

About the Author



Wolfgang Behringer served as chair in early modern history at the University of York (UK) from 1999 to
2003, and is now professor at the Saarland University (Germany).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hyman:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Witches and Witch-Hunts: A Global History book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with Witches and Witch-Hunts: A Global History content conveys prospect easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you still thinking Witches and Witch-Hunts: A Global History is not loveable to be your
top record reading book?

David Johnston:

This Witches and Witch-Hunts: A Global History is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Witches and
Witch-Hunts: A Global History in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
this?

Curtis Phillips:

This Witches and Witch-Hunts: A Global History is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Witches and Witch-
Hunts: A Global History can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Norma Wilson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information



from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Witches and Witch-Hunts: A Global History when you needed it?
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